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New records of butterflies (Lepidoptera: Papilionoidea)
from the Republic of Armenia
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Abstract. Three butterfly species (Lepidoptera: Papilion-
oidea), Kirinia roxelana (Cramer, [1777]) from Ararat prov-
ince, Melanargia grumi (Standfuss, 1892) from Kotayk prov-
ince, and Zerynthia caucasica (Lederer, 1864) from Lori
province are recorded for Armenia for the first time.

Резюме. Впервые для фауны Армении указываются 3
вида дневных бабочек (Lepidoptera: Papilionoidea): Kirinia
roxelana (Cramer, [1777]) из Араратской, Melanargia grumi
(Standfuss, 1892) из Котайкской и Zerynthia caucasica
(Lederer, 1864) из Лорийской областей республики.

Introduction
Butterflies are one of the well-studied groups of

insects in the Republic of Armenia. The data on
country’s fauna’s composition can be obtained from
numerous publications [Bozano, 1999, 2002;
Tshikolovets, Nekrutenko, 2012; Tuzov et al., 1997;
Hesselbarth, 1995; Aghababyan, Khanamiryan, 2011;
Korb, Bolshakov, 2016]. According to literature sources
above mentioned the butterfly fauna of Armenia can be
considered as one of the most diverse among adjacent
countries (Transcaucasia, Asia Minor) in spite of small
territory of the country (29,743 km2). More than

Figs 1–3. External appearance of butterflies. 1 — Melanargia grumi; 2 — Kirinia roxelana; 3 — Zerynthia caucasica.
Ðèñ. 1–3. Âíåøíèé âèä áàáî÷åê. 1 — Melanargia grumi; 2 — Kirinia roxelana; 3 — Zerynthia caucasica.

225 species are reported for Armenian fauna, including
5 species of Papilionidae and more than 70 species of
Nymphalidae.

During our study of Armenian butterflies, carried
out in 2005–2016, three species from these two families
were revealed in the country for the first time. The data
on them are presented below. Data on general
distribution are given according to publications
mentioned above.

Satyridae
Melanargia grumi (Standfuss, 1892)

Figs 1, 4: 1.
Material. Armenia, Kotayk province: 3## , env.

Tsaghkadzor, 40,55° N , 44,71° E, h ~ 1813 m a.s.l., woodland
clearing, 14.07.2014.

Distribution. Described from South-Eastern Turkey
(type locality: «von Mardin in Kurdistan»), the species
is reported from Armenia for the first time.

Kirinia roxelana (Cramer, [1777])
Figs 2, 4: 2.

Material. Armenia, Ararat province: 2##, env. Khor
Virap, N39°53', E44°34', h~850 m a.s.l., stony slopes of a hill
near «Khor virap» state sanctuary, 26.04.2015.
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Distribution. From south Croatia and south Romania
through south Balkans and Asia Minor to West Iran
and Near East; Cyprus and most of east Aegean islands.

Papilionidae
Zerynthia caucasica (Lederer, 1864)

Figs 3, 4: 3.
Material. Armenia, Lori province: 3##, env. Haghpat,

near monastery complex, 41°05' N, 44°42' E, h ~ 1004 m a.s.l.,
stony clearing of woodlands, 6.05.2005.

Fig. 4. Locality map of butterflies in Armenia. 1 —
Melanargia grumi; 2 — Kirinia roxelana; 3 — Zerynthia
caucasica .

Ðèñ. 4. Êàðòà ñáîðîâ áàáî÷åê â Àðìåíèè. 1 — Melanargia
grumi; 2 — Kirinia roxelana; 3 — Zerynthia caucasica.

Distribution. Southern and Eastern coasts of the
Black Sea (Turkey, Georgia: described from Kutaisi),
North-West and South-East foothills of the Great
Caucasus.
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