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Yuri Popov — as we remember him

Dr. Yuri Popov, born 5 March 1936, passed away 16
November2016. Upon graduation from the Entomology
Department of Moscow State University, he joined the
Arthropoda Lab of the Paleontological Institute, where
he studied fossil and living true bugs and their kin and
became a major expert in that area. He was a man of
many talents and had lots of friends all over the world.
The few flashbacks collected here are but a small tribute
to his memory.

Randall T. Schuh

Yuriand I crossed paths two times. First, in my office
at the American Museum of Natural History, sometime
in the 1990s. We had a conversation about bugs and got
acquainted. When he left, I felt like I had a new friend.
The other time was at the second meeting of the Interna-
tional Heteropterists’ Society in St. Petersburg in July
2002. Yuri was among the several Russian heteropter-
ists who attended, and it was a pleasure to see him once
again. His optimism and enthusiasm in his interpersonal
interactions, as well as for the study of true bugs, were
evident on both occasions.

Yuri was, doubtless, the driving force in the modern
study of Heteroptera fossils, and particularly his work on
the Nepomorpha is a landmark publication in the study
of the group and in insect paleontology and classifica-
tion. He saw the real value in integrating data from the

Recent fauna in his work on fossils, an effort that was

informed by his early and continuing interest in the study

of the living Heteroptera. His published works will serve

as a lasting reminder of the energy he put into fieldwork

and the detailed study of the specimens derived from it.
May he rest in peace.

Robin Wootton

Although we have seldom met in the last five de-
cades, I have always considered Yuri Alexandrovich to
be one of my greatest friends. I came to work at PIN in
1963, on one of the first exchange fellowships between
the Soviet Academy of Sciences and the Royal Society.
The PIN staff were very welcoming, though Elena
Ernestovna Bekker-Migdisova and Alexander Grig-
orievich Sharov both tended to lecture me about the
wickedness of the West. Yuri, Alik Rasnitsyn, Sasha
Ponomarenko, Iren Sukatsheva and Lyusi Pritykina were
all about my age, and we had much to talk about, as you
can imagine, preferably where nobody else could hear.
It was all a great experience, at a very interesting time.
The USSR had only recently begun to acknowledge that
there was good science happening outside the Soviet
block, and all the young scientists were learning English.

Boris Borisovich Rohdendorf allocated Yuri to look
after me and to act as liaison between myself and the
authorities. He could not have made a better choice. We
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were the same age, we worked on the same groups, and
we soon found that although our ideological back-
grounds were totally different we had similar interests
and enthusiasms and, most important, we shared the
same sense of humour.

Our friendship was immediate. Yuri introduced me
to Moscow. Together we explored the Kremlin, visited
the Novodevichi and Donskoi monasteries, the Tretya-
kov and Pushkin galleries, the Exhibition of Economic
Achievements. As a guest of the Academy [ was able to
get tickets for the Bolshoi Theatre, and together we saw
the great Prokofiev, Tchaikovsky and Stravinsky bal-
lets, Eugene Onegin, Falstaff, and went to concerts at the
Conservatory and the Congress Palace. In May we went
together to Leningrad to study two palaeontinid holo-
types, but a delay in getting permission to see the second
fossil kept us there for two weeks, in beautiful weather,
with nothing to do but visit the palaces, the churches, the
galleries, the Mariinsky (then Kirov) Theatre for more
ballets, and to walk up and down Nevski Prospekt and
row each afternoon on the Neva to keep cool and to
discuss palaecoentomology, life, and politics —well away
from listening ears.

In the summer, after long negotiation, Pamela, my
entomologist wife, came to join us, and we flew out with
Yuri to join the PIN expedition to Karatau and Madygen,
led by Sharov. We were, I believe, the first western
scientists to be allowed a place on an Academy of
Sciences expedition, and it was an unforgettable experi-
ence. There were tensions: Sharov, a dedicated member
of the Party, suspected us quite incorrectly of collecting
adverse propaganda for the Western press, and Yuri’s
support for us was greatly appreciated on several diffi-
cult occasions.

The International Congress of Entomology in Mos-
cow in 1968 allowed us to meet again, and I remember
happy parties with PIN friends and with Jarmila Kukalo-
va, John Evans and his wife — R.J. Tillyard’s daughter.
Several years later Yuri was able to visit the UK, and he
stayed with us for several weeks while we wrote a paper
together on Mesozoic Coleorrhyncha and Heteroptera,
establishing without doubt that these are sister-groups.
Yuri also, with great pleasure, discovered English beer!

We exchanged New Year greetings for the rest of
Yuri’s life, but only met again twice: joyfully, with other
old PIN friends at the International Congress of Palae-
oentomology in Krakow, where we celebrated together
on a memorable evening, and when Yuri again came to
Britain with other Moscow palacoentomologists in 2005.
He again stayed with us in Devon, and together we
visited Dartmoor — home of the Hound of the Basker-
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villes. To our great pleasure he was able to meet again
our son and daughter, whom he had known as young
children (he called them Rasboinik and Kotecku), and
their own children.

Yuri’s friendship was one of the enduring pleasures
of my life. My wife and I often talk about him, and
remember things he said and jokes and songs that we
shared. We were very sad indeed to hear that he had died.

Aunexcanap u Hane:xxna IloHomapeHko

C IOpueMm AlnekcaHapoBUYEM MBI TTO3HAKOMUIIUCH
1 oIy Xuiuch B 1957 roxy, Korma emie ObUTH CTYICH-
TaMH-3HTOMOJIOTAMH, U BCIO XM3Hb MBI TaK W OCTaBa-
JIUCh APY3bSAMH, YTO ObI HU MPOUCXOAMIO0. MBI BCeTAa
TBepao 3HamH, uto «IOpka» mmm «Kwuca» (oObraHbIC
nuku [loroBa, MHAYe ero HUKTO M HE HA3BIBAJ, JETH
3Bain s Kuca) momosker Beerga. Uro FO.A. Obin
3aMevaTeIbHBIM YYEHBIM, YK€ MHOTO CKa3aHO, HO HEJIb35T
HE yIOMSIHYTb €Ille pa3, KaKUM He3aMEHUMBIM COTPY/I-
HUKOM OH ObLT B 3kcrenuiusix. OH Beerna opait Ha ceOs
caMyto TshKeNyro padoty. U He Tosbko padoTy. OH ObLT
OYEHb BaXKEH ISl CO3/IaHUS JIOJDKHOT'O YMOIMOHAIBHO-
ro MHUKpOKJIMMaTa B JKCIEAMUIMOHHOM OTpsije. Yaie
BCETO 51 BCTIOMMHAIO JIa’k€ HE COBMECTHYIO pabory, a
Bedepa B Monronun, koraa FOpka 3abupancs Ha X0mM
HaJ jarepeM ¢ GIIeHToN M urpai, cuiasd Ha GoHEe poc-
KOIITHOTO MOHTOJIGCKOTO 3aKaTa. JTO OBLIO TaK BayKHO
TIOCJIE OCTATOYHO TSDKEJIOTO JIHS PyTHHHOM KCIIEIH-
IIMOHHOM paboThI. FOpka Ol HEOOBIKHOBEHHO KOHTAK-
TEH W JIPY)KEITIO0CH, €ro JIIOOMIN MPAaKTHYECKH BCE.
OiMH M3 ero MHOTOYMCIICHHBIX MPUSTEIeH CO3al ero
rep0 ¢ KJIOOM-MHUPHJION B TE€pabIMYECKOM I10JI€e, a 5
NpUAYyMal K HEMy JICBH3...

10.A. e 6bu1 akkypaTrcToM. OH 3aHUMAJICS MHO-
KECTBOM JIel cpa3y. HykHO ObIIIO HEOJHOKPATHO Tpe-
0oBaTh OT HEro OOCIHIAHHYIO PYKOINHUCH, 1 OOBIYHO OH
cnaBai ee mocueHUM. OIHAKO OH ee BCe XKe cliaBall, u
pazu 3TOro cTomIo moctaparscst. OMHOTO I, HECMOTPS
Ha HEOTHOKPATHBIE MOTBITKH, HE CMOT OT HEro JI00UThb-
Csl — 3aHATHS NPEHMYIIECTBEHHO ME3030MCKUMH HC-
konaeMbIMHu. [IpencraBnerns 06 oOux depTax Me30-
301CKOM (hayHBI MOJTY)KECTKOKPBUIBIX TaK U HE CyIIe-
CTBYET, a Be/lb HUKTO HE czenai Obl 3TO JIydlle ero.
W3yueHne sSHTapHBIX HACEKOMBIX, KOHEUHO, HYKHO U
Ba)XHO — KakK mucan MaskoBCKHMH, «JIOXOJHEH OHO U
TIpesiecTHEi» — Ho onbIT 1 ymMenue K0.A. mydmnie Obu10
HaNpaBUTh HA M3yUCHNE MPE3PEHHOTO KaMEHHOTO Ma-
Tepuasa, Kak HI MyYUTENIbHO UM 3aHHUMaThCSl.

Bcto Heroryo ocTaBIIy OCS JKH3HB MBI OY1€M BCTIO-
MHHATh JJOPOToro «simo Kucy».

Yuri Popov, 1960s—70s (from top left to bottom right): 1 — with Alex Rasnitsyn and Elena Bekker-Migdisova, Arthropoda Lab,1961;
2 — 1970s; 3 — with Irina Sukatsheva, Margarita Borisoglebskaya, Alexander Sharov, Pamela Wootton, and driver Nikolai, Madygen, 1963;
4 — with Alexander Ponomarenko in Karatau-Madygen expedition, early 1960s (“Water...”, drawing by Olga Kudryavtseva, fragment);

5 — with Lyudmila Pritykina in their office, 1970s.

10.A. TTonos, 1960—70-¢ roas! (cBepXy BHU3, cieBa Hanpaso): 1 — FO.A., A.Il. PacauusiH u E.O. bekkep-Muraucosa, 1ab. apTporo/,
1961; 2 — 1970-e romsr; 3 — 10.A., N.J1. CykaueBa, M.b. bopucorneockas, A.I'. lllapos, ITamena Byrron u modep Hukonaii, Magsires,
1963; 4 — A.T". Tlonomapenko u F0.A., sxcnienuuus B Kaparay u Mazpires, Hadano 1960-x ronos («Bopaa...», mapx O.H. Kyapssuesoid,
¢parmenr); 5 — JL.H. [puteikuna u F0.A. B ux xabusnere, 1970-¢ roap.
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JleB MenBeneB

51 mosnaxkomuiics ¢ KOpoii B manexoM 1953 rony,
KOT/1a sI, BTOPOKYPCHHUK, BEJI SHTOMOJIOTHUECKHIA Kpy-
JKOK T10 TIopy4eHuto 3aB. kKadeapoii E.C. CmupHOBa 14
YYEHHKOB CTapIINX KJIaccoB, a FOpa emre yumics B 9-m
Ki1acce. Yepes mapy JeT OH TaKxKe IOCTYIIII Ha OHodak.
Kak MHOTMEe HauMHAIOUIME PHTOMOJIOTH, OH 3aHSUICS
JKyKeIHIIaMH{, HO €ro Hamla rpenojasarenbanna O.A.
YepHoBa OBICTPO TEPEOPHEHTHPOBANIA HA IMOIYKECT-
KOKpbUTBIX. ET0 mepBas sxcneaumus Opa B CpeaHroo
A3uio, KyZa €ro TNPHUIIAacKil M3BECTHBIH IHTOMOJIOT-
moburens H.H. ®ununmos.

Xors FOpa nepecran 3aHUMaTbCS )KyKaMH, MbI ObI-
CTPO MPUBS3AINCH IPYT K Apyry. FOpa gacto HoueBan y
MEHSI B HOBOM OOIIEKHUTHH (TOT/Ia MBI IMEJIN OTACIb-
HBIE KOMHATHI), a €70 MaTh, HaTanes Hukurnana, 9acto
MPUBO3MJIA HAM YTO-HHOY/Ib ChECTHOE.

Ha npoTsbkeHnM MHOTHX JIECSITUIICTHH MBI OCTaBa-
JIMCh TOOPBIMU JIPY3bsIMU M 4aCTO BCTPEYAIUCH JPYT C
JIPYTOM.

K coxanenuto, FOpa ymien nepBbiM.

Amutpuii llepoakos

B 1976 rony, etie cTy1eHTOM s ITPHIIIET B T1a00paTo-
puro apTponof (Toraa oHa pacroyarajach Ha Maioi
[TonstHKe, 3aHUMAasT IIOKOJIBHBIN ATaXK TOXOAHOTO IOMa)
1 BCTPETUJI TaM MHOT'O 3aMedaTebHbIX Jtojei. OHoi
n3 caMbIX sApkux ¢uryp Obu1 FOpwuii AnexcanapoBud.
Bonb1moi, 3By4HBIH, C MBIIIHON 00POI0#, BEYHO C TPYO-
KOH, M3Ty9aromuil pyKemo0ne u apoMaT TroJuTaHIC-
KOro Tabaka, TO M JIEJI0 OTCYTCTBYIOIINI MO MPUINHE
o4YepeTHOM 3arpaHKOMaHANPOBKY — YTO-TO B HEM OBITIO
OT KaIlluTaHa JaibHero 1miaBaHus... HeBo3mMokHO ObLIO
He rmojnacTh noj ero odastaue. COIM3MIIO HAC U TO, YTO
MHE IIPEJICTOSIIO 3aHAThCSA HCKOMAaeMbIMH IUKAaMHU, a
10.A. n3y4an KJI0TI0B — «HACTOSIINX MOTYKECTKOKPBI-
JIBIX», MATKO YTOUHSUI OH, TOCKOJIBKY TOJIBKO JICHUBBIN
He prudMoBa «KI0NoB» ¢ «I1omoBy.

BnuBIINCE B 3TOT APY’KHBIN KOIJIEKTHB, sl OKa3aJICs
B ojiHOM KabuHeTe ¢ FO.A. 1 B UTOrE CTall COy4acTHH-
KOM €ro MCCIEJOBAaHUI KOJEOPUHX — PEITHKTOBBIX
pomueii kioroB u ukas. imerno FO.A. mo3Ban MeHs
B okcrieaunuio B Monrommio B 1986 roxy. To 6pum
JKCITEIMIIUY He YyeTa HpiHemHuM — 1Ba ["’A3-66, ueso-
BEK IATHAJATh HAPOY, U METIs Ha BCE JIETO Ha MOJIo-
BuHy ['o0m... O.A., kak Bcer/a, ObUT Ty II0i KOMITAaHHH.
Emy HyXHO OBIIO BepHYThCS B YiaH-bartop panbiue
JIPYTHX, ¥ IPH PAaCCTaBaHUN BCE aMbl OTPS/a TTIOBHUCIIN
Ha HEM UBOU Ipo31bI0...

Boun m apyrue COBMECTHBIC TOJIS: 32 FOPCKUMHU
HacekoMbIMU B KyOekoBo Haj mpsio Ennces, nnm 3a
coBpemeHHbIMU B Konernar — nomHro, kak FO.A. kon-
JIEKTUPOBAJ MEJIKHX OOMTAIOMINX Ha ITOYBE KJIOTTHUKOB,
«TeprieTo0MeBy, Kak OH MX JJIOOOBHO Ha3biBal. OCEHBIO
1989 roma FO.A. 6611 B 'epmannu, okasaics CBHIETE-
JieM nafieHust bepimHCcKol cTeHbl, IPUBE3 HaM €€ KyCo-
4yek — U BeTep nepeMmeH. Korna 3apmiaTsl CheXUINCH,
10.A. Ha o1HOM U3 J1TaOOPATOPHBIX COOPHIIT TPEITOMKHIT
BBECTHU JIOJKHOCTB «CBSITOrO HAyYHOI'O COTPYIHUKAY,
paboTaromero 3a HHTEpEC.

Personalia

10.A. Bcerna ObLT IIEPEJOBUKOM IO YaCTH MEXKILY-
HapoaHoro corpynnHudectBa. C 1990-x ronoB oH B
OCHOBHOM MEPEKIIIOUMIICS Ha KIIOTOB B SHTAPSX, OIH-
CBIBasl UX BMECTE C KOJIJIETaMH U3 pa3HbIX cTpaH. F0.A.
IlonoB cran 0gHUM U3 «CTOJIIIOBY POCCUNHCKON KOMaH-
JIbl Ha MEKIYHApOIHBIX KOHIpeccax Majeo3HTOMOIIO-
rOB, HA4UMHas ¢ camoro nepsoro B 1998 rony B Mocksae.

Ocensbto 2016 rona KOpuii AnexcanpoBUy MpUria-
cui Hac B roctd. Cpasy npuexarts He HOTydHIIoCh, 9To-
TO MTOMEIIIAJIO, @ IOTOM BJPYT €r0 HE CTaJO...

Mike Mostovski

Curiously, my first—as [ realized many years later—
encounter with Yuri Alexandrovich occurred in early
1980s in Mongolia, where he was the Head of the Joint
Soviet-Mongolian Palacontological Expedition and I
was a schoolboy living in Ulaanbaatar with my parents.
The good fate brought us together again in 1993, when
I joined the Arthropoda Lab doing my master’s project
and doctorate afterwards. From my first days there I
couldn’t help but be encharmed by Yu.A.’s good hu-
mour and chivalry. We used to enjoy a pipe together and
he taught me hints how to keep tobacco moist and add
extra flavour to it. He presented me with one of his old
pipe specimens, which I still cherishingly possess de-
spite having quit. Yu.A. was always the soul of any
company; his mastership of making speeches and pro-
posing toasts often made his table-companions end up in
laughing tears. We stayed in touch when I left for South
Africa and last met in person in 2005. Yu.A. came to the
FossilsX3 conference in Pretoria, and then travelled
down to Pietermaritzburg along with his colleagues for
a short collecting trip and sightseeing. We spent several
wonderful days in the field in gaiety and Yu.A. was in his
highest spirits. Being aman of diverse talents, Yu.A. had
a keen interest in numismatics and we passed his last
night in South Africa sorting pre- and post-1994 South
African coins, which he took with him back to Moscow.
We exchanged occasional letters since then, and Yu.A.
became excited about me finding a backswimmer in the
Lower Cretaceous of the Western Cape — the first
undisputed Cretaceous insect in South Africa!

I miss Yu.A. terribly. May he rest in peace...

Piotr Wegierek

Although it was 30 years ago, I can still remember
how I met Yuri Alexandrovich in Moscow. It was my
first visit to Russia and I arrived as a doctoral student in
PIN. My luggage consisted of one very heavy bag, and
I was surprised to see how easy it was for Yuri to lift it.
It became a tradition of ours to say good-bye at the
Belorusskij Vokzal when 1 was going home. There was
always a glass of vodka and a traditional Russian minute
to sit in silence before I departed. Later, when he visited
Katowice we used to chat. I realized how intelligent and
acute he was in his opinions about the world and science.
I think only a few had the privilege of knowing Yuri
Alexandrovich in such a way. Whenever it was possible
I saw him off when he was heading home. I wish I had
had a chance to bid him the last farewell.
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Expeditions: 67 — Shar Teg, Mongolia, late 1980s, with Yuri Gubin, Sophia Sinitsa, Irina Dobrokhotova, Elena Shnitnikova and others;
8 — on the way to Shar Teg, inspecting elm bark for corticolous bugs; 9 — Ulanbaatar, 1986; 10 & 12 — Kubekovo, Enisei River, 1988;
11 — with Alexander Ponomarenko and Victor Alexandrov, Bakhar, Mongolia, 1980.

Oxcnenunun: 67 — lap Tar, Monrouus, xorer 1980-x roxnos, 10.A., I0.M. I'youn, C.M. Cununa, 1.JI. lo6poxorosa, E.B. I1Inut-
HUKOBa U apyrue; 8 — mo mytu B lllap Tar }O.A. ocmMarpuBaeT cTBOI Kaparada B ITIOMCKaX OOMTAOIIMX Ha Kope KionoB; 9 — Yan-barop,
1986; 10 u 12 — Ky6exoso na Enucee, 1988; 11 — 10.A., A.I'. IlonomapeHnko u B.A. Anexcaujpos, baxap, Monromus, 1980.
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Christel and Hans Hoffeins

When we met Yuri for the first time — is not easy to
remember among so many memories.

Once (end of 1990?) he came to visit Hamburg
invited by the “Amber Workshop” at the Geological-
Palaeontological Institute, headed by chairman Dr.
Wolfgang Weitschat and treasurer Peter C. Voigt.

Peter was single, and his flat and office was a nice
place to stay. Not to forget to mention, both Yuri and
Peter were known to be strong drinkers. After a long
day’s work during this first visit, Yuri woke up next
morning in the bathroom, having spent the night in
Wanna [the bath], so he said.

On the occasion of Yuri’s next visit to Hamburg in
2001, Dr. Weitschat was looking for accommodation
and asked the Hoffeins for assistance. He himself was
afraid to host YP. So this was our first close contact with
Yuri.

And what to say — it was a pleasure for both sides,
and for many years!

We stayed together in our small flat during his visits
to Germany in 2005 and 2012, and we accepted his
invitation to Moscow in April 2011. The annual amber
fair “Amberif” was also a regular meeting point.

Always cheerful, with a great sense of humour,
laughing blue eyes, he even understood jokes in German
language, and was able to understand and cite the hu-
morous poems of Wilhelm Busch; when satisfied with
food, beverages and bug inclusions, he often intoned
that melody of the ballad “O du lieber Augustin™ but
replacing “Augustin” with his own words, dedicated to
one of his bugs: “O du liebe Emesin, Emesin, Emesin”.

Thinking about the FossilsX3 conference in South
Africa, we can tell a nice story from the post-conference
tour. Little Switzerland provided a scenic landscape
where participants enjoyed staying in a secluded lodge,
with excursions to fossil sites. Returning from an excur-
sion, some strolling people were suddenly surprised by
a thunderstorm. Yuri was soaked down to the bones.
With a good glass of beer, he soon managed to get a dry
shirt and trousers without any problems, and in the
evening he was entertaining crowds in the restaurant as
an acceptable piano player.

Ernst Heiss

It was in the 90s of last century when Wolfgang
Weitschat, professor and editor of the renowned “Mit-
teilungen des Geologisch-Paldontologischen Instituts
der Universitdit Hamburg” called me to join him in
Hamburg, as Yuri Popov would be there as well. Al-
though we knew each other by correspondence, it was a
great moment, to meet Yuri — the famous Russian
palacontologist — in person.

Sharing sympathy, a common interest in amber in-
sects, and being the same age — Yuri was just a month
older — we immediately became friends. This friend-
ship increased during the following years when prepar-
ing joint manuscripts on new fossil Heteroptera, their
results based primarily on Yuri’s rich palaecontological
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knowledge and experience. Frequent correspondence
over the years and several joint papers deepened our
mutual understanding and appreciation.

Later we met twice at the Fossil X3 conference 2007
in Vitoria-Gasteiz in Spain and in 2012 at the 6™ Europe-
an Hemiptera Congress in Blagoevgrad, Bulgaria. On
these occasions I particularly learned about his broad
knowledge, open mind and also his subtle humour, when
longer discussions — while empting several glasses of
liquor or wine — were frequently interrupted by “Ha
3710poBhe”’!

Because of his bearded habitus — resembling fa-
mous “old” palacontologists like A. Handlirsch or
A.V. Martynov — his always friendly attitude, generos-
ity and unselfish support in every way, Yuri personified
for me “the straightminded Russian character” in the
best sense and I am proud to have met this outstanding
scientist, colleague and dear friend.

I’ll miss you, Yuri!

Dany Azar

I'was very sad when I read an e-mail from Alexander
Rasnitsyn announcing the loss of Yuri Popov. Yury was
a great palacoentomologist with always a very pleasant
temperament. [ have never seen this great man without a
big smile on his charming face. The first time [ met him
was 1998 in Moscow, then in Vitoria-Gasteiz, Alava
(Spain), Krakow (Poland), Isle of Wight (UK), Pretoria
(South Africa), again Vitoria-Gasteiz, Beijing (China),
Gdansk (Poland), and finally in Byblos (Lebanon). I still
remember his hilarious and peaceful laugh and his well
known saying “I love coffee, I love tea, I love girls, and
girls love me”... I remember as well how he and Dmitry
Shcherbakov discovered for me the monastery of Saint
Sergey. I remember his dances in all congress and gala
dinners. Yuri was a great scientist who I will always
remember with good and pleasant memories.

Carmen Soriano

I remember the first time I met Yuri in 2002. It was
during my first visit to Moscow to work with Alexander
Ponomarenko at the Paleontological Institute for three
months, and it was my first long trip alone to a foreign
country during my PhD. Yuri came to the airport to pick
me up (with Misha Mostovski), and I could not have felt
more welcome. He gave me a lovely smile when we met,
and start singing one of the arias of Carmen (I think to
ease my obvious nervousness) during the travel to down-
town Moscow. During my long stay, he always had kind
words for me, as well as interesting comments on his
experience as a paleoentomologist.

Later Imethimnot only in Moscow during my yearly
visits, but also in the different cities where the Congress
of Fossil Insects was held (Spain, Beijing, etc), as well
as during the Isle of Wight project in the UK. On each of
those occasions I could see how valued Yuri was, not
only by the established researchers, but also by the next
generations, who knew him thanks to his publications,
but also through many references by other scientists.
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Conferences: 13 — with Alexander Ponomarenko, Aleksander Herczek, Piotr Wegierek, Evgeny Perkovsky, 1st Paleoentomological
Conference, Moscow, 1998; 14 — with Robin Wootton, 2nd Congress on Palacoentomology, Krakow, 2001; 15 — with Victor Golub, 2nd
meeting of International Heteropterists’ Society, St. Petersburg, 2002; 16 — playing piano, excursion after FossilsX3, South Africa, 2005;
17 — with Aleksander Herczek and Ernst Heiss, FossilsX3, Vitoria-Gasteiz, 2007.

Kondepenunn: 13 — A.T'. ITonomapenko, 0. A., Anexcanap Xepuek, [Terp Benrepek u E.O. IlepkoBcknii, 1-s maneosnTOMONOrMYecKas
koHpepenuus, Mocksa, 1998; 14 — Pobun Byrron u }0.A., 2-ii naseosnromonornueckuii kourpecc, Kpakos, 2001; 15 — B.b. 'ony6 u
10.A., 2-1 xoH(}epeHIHs MEeXIYHAPOJHOr0 reTeponTepoiornyeckoro obmecrsa, Caukr-IlerepOypr, 2002; 16 — FO.A. 3a nuanuHO,
9KCKypcHsl mociie najgeokonrpecca, Oxuas Adpuxa, 2005; 17 — Anexcanap Xepuek, DpHet Xaiic un 10.A., naseokonrpece, Butopus-
T"acteiic, 2007.
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He was a dear friend and a valued colleague. He
made my life brighter every time we met. I specially
remember the time when we went to visit the dacha of A.
Ponomarenko outside Moscow, and how much we
laughed and talked during those days.

My deepest condolences to the family, and to all his
friends in the Institute. We will miss you, Yuri.

Buxrop I'oayo

Nzyuas ¢ FOpuem AnekcaHIpOBHYEM HCKOMAEMBIX
KJIOTIOB-KPY’>KE€BHUL] U UX COPOAMYEH B SIHTApSIX U IO
OTIEYaTKaM, 51 BCEria BOCXHIIAJICS €ro HHTYUIINEH, Jla-
POM IpeIBU/ICHHS. DTH KauecTBa ObIIIM OCHOBAHbI Ha €T0
TaJIaHTe, CIOCOOHOCTH OBICTPO, B YME, BRIICIUTH U 0000-
IIATh OCHOBHBIC YEPTHI OPTaHW3AINH M, KOHEYHO, Ha
OTPOMHOM OITBITE yUEHOTo-TajeodHToMonora. He Baa-
BasiCh B JICTAJTH, TOJIBKO 110 OJTHOM-/IByM OCOOCHHOCTSIM
OH YBEPEHHO MOT CKa3aTh O HOBU3HE TAKCOHA Pa3IMYHO-
T'O paHra — BHJIa, POJIa WITH JIayKe CeMEICTBa, 11e1eco00-
Pa3HOCTH WIIH, HA00OPOT, HEXKEJIATEIILHOCTH €r0 BBIJIE-
JICHWS WJIM W3MEHEHHs ero panra. He mpumomuio HH
onHOTrO ciyd4as, 9To0s! FO.A. ommOcst, BEICKa3bIBasi CBOE
MHEHHE O CTaTyce TOrO MJIM MHOTO TakcoHa. OH 4eTKO
TIPE/ICTABIISUT POACTBEHHBIE B3aMMOOTHOILICHHS CEMEHCTB,
TIO/ICEMEHCTB M TPHO, TTOCIIEA0BATEIBHOCTh UX CMEHBI B
uctopuyeckoM mnpotuecce. Mimenno FHO.A. npeanoxun
COBMECTHO TIOATOTOBUTH 0000MIAIONIYI0 PaboTy ¢ pac-
CMOTpPEHHEM HCTOPHYECKOTO PA3BUTHS HAJCEMEHCTBa
Tingoidea. B utore pabora ObLia BBINOJIHEHA U OITYOITH-
KOBaHa, TIPOSICHUB YBOJIIOLMIO 9TUX KPACHBEHIIIMX HAce-
KOMBIX C «KPY>KCBHBIMIY» XHTHUHOBBIMH ITOKPOBAMH.

Wnrtepecs! FO.A. ObIM pa3HOCTOPOHHH, A TaJlaHTHI
obmmpHEL. B rocTsx y Hac moma B Boponeke u 'y moeit
JI0YepH, COTPYAHUIIBI 30010THYecKoro nucTuTyTa PAH
B IletepOypre, oH Urpaj Ha MMaHUHO, MHOTJA KPAaCHBO
Tes, yBJIEUEHHO UTrpai ¢ Moel BHyUKol. OTHaXKIbI MbI
Jlayke YCTPOWJIM KOHIIEPT, OPraHU30BaB Mojo0ue cme-
IIAHHOTO JIETCKO-B3POCIOT0 MHCTPYMEHTAJILHOTO aH-
cam6ms. FO.A. mpu 3TOM UTpan Ha JeTCKOH ITymouke,
BHYyYKa — Ha JIETCKOH THTape, a ee Je/l — Ha TAaKOM JKe
nerckoM Oapabane. HaBepHo, 3T0 OBIJIO HOBOE CJIOBO B
My3bIKe. BceM HaM OBLIO BECETIO U CMEIITHO, U TOJITHI
3UMHHH TIeTepOypreKuil Beyep MpoJieTeNl He3aMEeTHO.
Korpa >xe MBI ¢ HUM OBIBaIM Ha FOOMIIESX OHOCTaHIINU
Boponexckoro yHUBEpCHTETa B OKPECTHOCTSIX TOPOa,
IO.A. HenpeMeHHO CXOAWJICS MHTEpPECaMHU C KeM-HU-
OyJIib U3 TIperoiaBaTesiell yHUBepCUTETa — JIIOOUTEIeM
W YMEIOIUM I1€Th, U TOTJIa KPAacCHBBIC apHy U MECHU
MOIIIHOTO MY’KCKOTO JIy3Ta HECJIUCh HaJl 3aCTHIBIIINM OT
BOCTOpra CeJbIM Y CMaHCKUM O0poMm.

Ho, maBepHo, camoe ymuBuTenpHOe kadecTBo FO.A.
KaK YeJ0BeKa — 3TO €r0 OrpOMHAas JI0O0BB K JKUBOT-
HBIM, OCOOCHHO K co0akaM M MTHIAM, MPH OTOM K
cobakaM He TOJBKO JoMaiHiM. CBOIO KH3HB 0€3 KH-
BoTHBIX O.A. mpocto He mpezacTasisul. He 6110 Takoro
City4ast, KOT1a ObI MBI BMECTE C HUM IIUTH C TIPOAYKTaMHU
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U3 MarasuHa u, IpH BCTpeYe ¢ OJJMHOKON TICHHON WITH
HECKOJIBKUMH JIpYKEMOOHbIMU cobaukamu, HO.A. He
BBIJICNTHIT OB M NIPHIIMYHBIA 00BEM COCHCOK, IIAIUIbI-
KOB W JIpyroii cHeau. M okpyXKeHHBIE OpOIICHHBIMH
KEM-TO OpaThsIMU HAIlIUMHU MEHBIIIUMH, TOYYBCTBOBAB-
HMIMMH I0OPOTY BKYCHO TaxXHYILEro 00JIbII0ro 60poa-
TOrO 4€l0BEKa, Mbl MEJJIEHHO MOAXOAMWIN K €T0 3aro-
poxHOMY noMy oJ MOCKBOM HIM K MOEMY IOMHKY Ha
OomocTanuy nog BoponexeM.

C onHOM M3 TaKMX HENPHUKASHHBIX CHMIIATUYHBIX
cobauek mo kianuke L{piranka (uepHeHbKast ObUIA), KO-
TOPYIO MBI IOJKapMJIMBaiK Ha OwoctaHuuu BI'Y, y
IO0.A. cnyunics HacTOSIIUM KPENKUA U MHOTOJIETHUH
«poman». Ml Torza ¢ F0.A., kak 3T0 HepeaKo ObIBao,
3WMO¥ TTPOBOIUIIN HECKOJIBKO THEH Ha OMOCTAHINH B
KpacHBOM yroiike YcmaHckoro 6opa. MHe Hajgo ObII0
Ha JICHb 0TheXaTh B Boponex, u s ocraui FO.A. onHo-
rO B HaTOIJICHHOM JIOME, C XOPOILIUM 3aIacoM IpPOBH-
3un. Ha nBope cTosina cTyxa, kKak ceifuac MOMHIO —
MHUHYC JBaJIaTh. A KOTJa s BEYEPOM BEPHYJICS, TO
YBUJIEJI BOCXUTHTEIBHYIO U YMHUJIUTEIBHYIO KapTHHY:
FO.A. criuT, a Ha ero rpyAu YIOTHO MPUKOpHYTa L{pran-
Ka. YCHbIIaB, 4TO KTO-TO BOIIEN, OHAa HEMEJICHHO
BCKoumMia, npuHsuia Ha rpyau HO.A. ycTpamaroniyio
103y ¥ JIaKe MOMBITANaCh CJIETKa 3apbluaTh, 3aIINIIAsT
CBOETO0 HOBOTO XO35IMHA, XOTSI MEHS OHA MPEKPacHO
3Hasa. X0poIlo, 9TO S MPUBE3 MPOIYKTHI, NOO 3a11acoB
MSICHOTO TIPOBHAHTAa, KOHEYHO, YK€ He ObuI0. 3aTo
Opromiko y Lpranku ObL10 HEMPOTIOPIIMOHANBHO BENH-
KO M JlaXke MeIlano e mepeaBUraThCsl Mo IIUPOKOH
rpyau FO.A. HoBslil X0341H IOBe A MHE O TOM, YTO OH
npuraacui LlpIraHky B JIOM MOECTh BMECTE C HUM,
BCTPETWIICS C HEIO TJIa3aM{, W OHH IOJTIOOWIN JpyT
Jpyra ¢ nepBoro B3rusiaa. 1 oH TyT xe 00BsIBUI MHE UX
o0l11iee perieHne 0 ToM, YTO pacCTaBaThCs, BUAUTE JIH,
OHU He XenaroT U He OynyT. U on yBe3 ee B MoCKBY,
HECMOTpsI Ha MOM YTOBOPBI HE JIENaTh 3TOT0, TaK KaK
[{piranka, coobpa3Ho ee KJINYKE, CBOOOI0II00NBA OT
POXICHHS, ¥ BPSI/L JIN U3 HEE TTOJTyYUTCS] KOMHATHAS HITH
naxke aBopoBast cobaxa. Kak FO.A. mpose3s ee B Barone
6e3 cripaBKH 0 MPUBUBKAX, OCTAIOCh TAMHOM, 32 HCKITIO-
YEHHEM TOro, 4To cobayka O4apoBajia MMPOBOHHUILY.
Bena cebs Llpiranka B Barose, 1o ero cioBam, 0e3yr-
peuno. [louctune nBopsaxckas nopoaa. B Mockse H0.A.
BBIJICYMII €€ OT MHOXKECTBa OOJIe3HEH, BKIIOYAs TIJIEB-
puT, 1an eif HoBoe nMs, Myxa, M OHa cTaja BceoOme
JIFOOMMHUIIEH, KaK JIFOZIEH, TaK U cOOaK BOJIM3HU €r0 3aro-
poaHoro oMa — 1 OoJiee TOro, MPeaBOANTEIbHUIICH
MECTHBIX YETBEPOHOTHX, OCOOEHHO MY>KCKOT'O TOJIa.

C nrunamu O0.A. Toxe ouenb napyxui. Kaxnoe
YTPO OH HAYMHAII ¢ 00X0/a CBOETO JI0OMa, PACKJIaIbIBasI
B KOPMYILIKH Ul CHHHII, CHETUPEH, BOPOOLEB, BOPOH
pa3Iu4yHBIC KOpMa, C YYETOM AMETHI KaKI0ro Buaa. 1
ITHUIBI JKIATH CBOETO KOPMUIIbIIA, CIETAINCH B YCTa-
HOBJICHHOE BpPEMsI, CO3/[aBasi BECEJbIM IraM B «ITyHKTax
npuema nummy». [lostomy asop HO.A. naxe moToit 3u-

U eme: 18 — Kpucrens Xogodaiine, F0.A. u N.JI. Cykadesa, nab. aprponox, 2011; 19 — F0.A. u Kapmen Copuano, maua A.T.
ITonomapenko, 2004; 20 — H0.A. u A.I"., naGoparopusiii nukHuk, 1997; 21 — J1.E. llep6akos, }0.A. u K.}O. EcbkoB, npoBojsI B nose, 2002;
22 — A.B. Xpamos, 10.A., E.A. Cunopuyk, A.Il. Pacauusn un E.B. fIH, naneoxonrpecc, JIusan, 2013; 23 — Mocksa, 1997.
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And more: 18 — with Christel Hoffeins and Irina Sukatsheva, Arthropoda Lab, 2011; 19 — with Carmen Soriano, dacha of A.
Ponomarenko, 2004; 20 — with Alexander Ponomarenko, lab picnic, 1997; 21 — with Dmitry Shcherbakov and Kirill Eskov, before a
fieldtrip, 2002; 22 — with Alexander Khramov, Ekaterina Sidorchuk, Alex Rasnitsyn, Evgeny Yan, FossilsX3, Lebanon, 2013; 23 —
Moscow, 1997.
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MOH OTIHYAJICS 0’KUBJIEHHEM: TO TYT, TO TaM MPOJIETaIN
03a004YeHHBIC TIEpHATHIC, MMOOJUHOYKE M MaJICHBKHIMH
CTalikaMH, B O’KUJIAaHUH JIOTTOJTHUTEILHOTO ITUTAHHSL.
Taxas rapmorngHOCTS FOpHs AnekcannpoBrya Kak
TaJIAHTIMBOTO YUCHOTO-11aJIEO9HTOMOJIOra, Oe3pa3/ieib-
HO JI00AIIET0 BCE )KUBOE, — II0-MOEMY, CYTh €T0 JKH3HH.

Sergei Golovatch

Yuri Popov, my dear friend and fellow naturalist, a
prominent specialist in the taxonomy and evolution of
true bugs, both fossil and recent, passed away last
November at the age of 80. That was a shock... not that
people do not die, even at a much younger age, but
knowing Yuri, his amiable personality like that of a
vivacious child and his endless optimism — that was still
too difficult to comprehend!

Our acquaintance dates back to 1981 when I called
at the Lab of Palacoentomology of the Palacontological
Institute where Yuri worked. I had been there before, but
Yuri was too often absent from his office. Luckily, he
was the one to open the door that time. There stood
Santa — bearded, moustached, light-haired, big, hand-
some, and loud...

Over the years that first impression only strength-
ened. He WAS Santa! Every time we met, I saw what a
secure, kind and gifted intellectual Yuri was! He was
never envious. Nor did he dream of high academic
status, refusing to defend a Habilitation Thesis after his
PhD. His peak official achievement was Head of the
Joint Soviet-Mongolian Palaeontological Expedition
which he quit rather quickly. Instead, he was mainly
absorbed by research, being fully devoted to his beloved
bugs. He travelled a lot, both domestically and interna-
tionally. I doubt there was or is any contemporary expert
or authority in bug systematics and evolution who has
not met Yuri!

So today I feel like Santa is no more! Without Yuri,
we who knew him and considered him a friend have been
orphaned. God bless his soul.

Links

Wikipedia / Bukuneaus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Yuri_Alexandrovich Popov
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/ [Tommos
ATeKcaHIPOBUY
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Juri_Alexandrowitsch Popow

Jubilee note (2011)
https://www.degruyter.com/downloadpdf/j/
pjen.2011.80.issue-4/v10200-011-0047-7/v10200-

011-0047-7.pdf

,_ tOpuii_
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Obituary (Paleontological Journal) / Hexposor
http://palacoentomolog.ru/obituary.html
http://palaeoentomolog.ru/popov_obituary2017.pdf

Obituary (Polish Journal of Entomology)

https://www.degruyter.com/downloadpdf/j/
pjen.2017.86.issue-1/pjen-2017-0001/pjen-2017-
0001.pdf

List of publications
http://palacoentomolog.ru/Personnel/popov.html

More photos, drawings, notes, and translations of
Russian memories / Eme ¢oro, pucyHku, 3aMeTku, 1
T

http://paleoentomology.ru/popov/eng/index.html

http://paleoentomology.ru/popov/index.html

Thanks to Max Barclay and Svetlana Nikolaeva,
Natural History Museum, London and Roman Rakitov,
Paleontological Institute, Moscow for checking the En-
glish.

Compiled by D. Shcherbakov. Photos by O. Amitrov
(1), C. & H. Hoffeins (16, 18), F. Konstantinov (15), A.
Ponomarenko (6-8, 19), D. Shcherbakov (title, 910,
12-14, 20, 23), D. Vorontsov (22), and R. Wootton (3).
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