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Short communication

Recent record of Annamite striped rabbit Nesolagus timminsi
(Mammalia, Leporidae) from Vietnam
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Annamite striped rabbit Nesolagus timminsi Averi-
anov et al., 2000 (Mammalia, Leporidae) is one of the
rarest and least-known species of lagomorphs in the
world. It is endemic to the Annamites, mountain chain
which lies along the border between Vietnam and Laos
(Can et al., 2001; Abramov et al., 2008). Preferred
habitats of N. timminsi seem to be wet evergreen forests
that mean little or no dry season and generally occur on
the seaward facing slopes of the Annamite Mountains.
Very little is known about the status of N. timminsi and
it is therefore listed as Data Deficient in The [IUCN Red
List of Threatened Species (Abramov et al., 2008).
Acquisition of more data is most likely to range its
conservation status anywhere from Near Threatened to
Endangered.

Main part of species range located in Vietnam. Any-
way it is known here only from few localities in the
Annamites (Can et al.,2001; Abramov et al., 2008). The
species was described from the single specimen from Ha

Tinh Province in 2000 (Averianov ef al., 2000), and so
far few specimens in the zoological collections are exist.
Most of the records from Vietnam based on the inter-
view data or camera-trap records (Can et al., 2001).

In May and June 2016, we conducted a biodiversity
survey in three conservation areas, located in the west-
ern part of Nghe An Province, Vietnam, namely Pu Mat
National Park, Pu Huong Nature Reserve and Pu Hoat
Nature Reserve. In the Pu Mat National Park the main
camp was located on the Forest Service station (18°57
24.6” N, 104°41°04.3” E), at elevation 418 m above sea
level), near the boundary with the polydominant prima-
ry tropical forest. On 20 May, 2016, at 2 PM during the
night herpetological survey in the floodplain of forest
creek at 500 meters from the base camp, N.L. Orlov and
his colleagues observed an adult female Nesolagus
timminsi with two leverets. He took twenty photographs
of the animals using the camera Nikon D7000 and
Nikkor Micro 105mm objective (Figs. 1-2).

Fig. 1. Adult female of N. timminsi, Pu Mat National Park, Vietnam. Photographed by Nikolai L. Orlov.
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Fig. 2 A-B. Leverets of N. timminsi, Pu Mat National Park, Vietnam. Photographed by Nikolai L. Orlov.

Rabbits were found on the bank of the stream in the
closed-canopy primary forest, among grass and shrub
vegetation with the thick leaf litter (Fig. 3). Animal
observation continued more than half an hour, and
during that time young animals moved about 100 meters
along the stream, sometimes entering into the water.
They ate some shoots of plants, and even the fallen
leaves. The animals were not disturbed by presence of

the people and the light from the handlamps. Female
permanently keeps an eye on young animals, without
leaving them more than twenty meters away. In contrast
to the young animals, female was more circumspect and
avoided the open areas. The size of young animals was
more than half of the adult female. The next day at 9
PM the large adult male of N. timminsi was observed at
the same location on the stream shore. This animal was
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Fig. 3. Stream in the closed-canopy primary forest, Pu Mat National Park, Vietnam. Photographed by Nikolai L. Orlov.

observed more than twenty minutes. His body size as
well as a massive head was markedly larger than those
in the female.

There is no any published data on the reproduction
of N. timminsi. According to known data for other
leporids (Chapman & Flux, 1991) the age of leverets of
this size can be roughly estimated as 10—12 weeks old.
Assuming the gestation period in leporids as 4-5 weeks
we can suppose the breeding season for N. timminsi in
central Vietnam around February.

The Annamite striped rabbit first time was recorded
in the Pu Mat National Park Reserve many years ago
(Surridge et al., 1999; Pham Nhat & Nguyen Xuan
Dang, 2000). This recent sighting of adult female with
leverets confirms stable status of the species at this area
and importance of the Pu Mat National Park for the
conservation of N. timminsi. A wider occupancy sur-
vey, using a range of methods including camera-trap-
ping, would help obtain a better understanding of the

distribution of this cryptic species in the Nature Re-
serve and neighboring regions.
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HepaBHAA Haxoaka aHHaMcKoro nonocaroro Kponuka Nesolagus timminsi
(Mammalia, Leporidae) Bo BbeTHame

A.B. A6pamoB, A.H. TuxoHos, H.J1. Opnos

AHHaMCKuii mostocathiii kposuk Nesolagus timminsi
Averianov et al., 2000 (Mammalia, Leporidae) siisiet-
Csl OJTHUM U3 CaMbIX PEIKHX W MaJOU3BECTHBIX BHJIOB
3aiilleB B MHpE. JTO HISMHK AHHAMCKHUX TOp, TAHY-
IIIXcsl BAONb rpaHunbl BeetHam u Jlaoca (Can et al.,

2001; Abramov et al., 2008). Bctpeuaercsi, npenmy-
IIECTBEHHO, BO BJIAYKHBIX BEUHO3EJIEHBIX JIECAaX CO CiIa-
00 BBIPOKEHHBIM CYXnUM ce30HOM. OUeHb MaJIo U3BECT-
HO O COCTOSIHUM nonyJysiuuid N. timminsi ¥ I03TOMY B
Kpacnoit xaure MCOII 3T0T Bua nMeeT KaTeropuio
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«HegocTarouHo jgaHHbix» (Data Deficient). Oanako,
CKOpee BCEero, NOoIyueHHe JIONOJIHUTEIbHOM HH(OopMa-
LUK TIPUBEIET K CMEHE MPUPOJIOOXPAHHOTO CTaryca
BHJa Ha «Omu3kuil Kk ys3BuMomy» (Near Threatened)
WA «HaXOIAImuics mox yrpo3oi» (Endangered).

OcHOBHas 4acTh apeana BUJa HAXOAUTCsA BO Bret-
Hame. TeM He MeHee, BHJ HM3BECTEH 37IeCh BCEro M3
HECKOJIBKUX JIOKAJIUTETOB B AHHaMckuX ropax (Can et
al., 2001; Abramov ef al., 2008). OH ObUT OMUCaH O
€IMHCTBEHHOMY 9K3EMIUIIPY W3 IPOBUHINN XaTHHb B
2000 r. (Averianov et al., 2000) i 10 CHX TTOP B 300J10-
THYECKUX KOJUIEKIUAX UMEIOTCS JIUIIb HECKOIBKO 3K-
3eMIUIIPOB. bosbIas 4acTh BLeTHAMCKUX HaXO0JI0K OC-
HOBaHa Ha OIPOCHBIX JJAHHBIX WJIM JIaHHBIX U3 (oToII0-
Bymek (Can et al., 2001).

B mae—wurone 2016 r. MBI mpoBenu o0cieI0BaHNE
O6mopazHo00pasns TPEX OXpaHIEMBIX TEPPUTOPUI 3a-
nagHoW vactu mpoBuHnmMu Hrean, BreTHam (Harmo-
HanbHbIM napk Ilymar, 3anosenHuk IlyxyoHr u 3amno-
BeqHUK [Tyxoar). OcHOBHOI narephb HKCHETUINN B Ha-
LIUOHAJILHOM Tapke [lymat pacrosiarancst Ha CTaHIIUK
necHoi oxpansl (18°57°24.6” N, 104°41°04.3” E) Ha
BeIcOTe 418 M Hax yp. MOpsi, Ha TPaHMIIEC IEPBHIHOTO
TPOIHMYECKOTO MOJNAOMUHAHTHOTO Jeca. 20 mas 2016
T., B 22:00 BO BpeMsl HOUHBIX T'€pPIETOJIOTHYECKUX HUC-
CJICJIOBaHU# B MoiitMe JiecHOTO pyubs B 500 M ot 6a30-
Boro yareps H.JI. OpioB ¢ komneramu HaOronanu
B3pOCHYIO0 caMKy N. timminsi ¢ IByMsl J€TEHbILIAMH.
OH cxenan 20 poTorpaduii )KUBOTHBIX, HCHIOTB3YS PO-
tokamepy Nikon D7000 ¢ oobexktuBom Nikkor Micro
105 mm (puc. 1-2).

Kponuku ObuTH 00HAPYIKECHBI HA OEpery pyubs MO
ITOJIOTOM TIEPBUYHOTO Jieca (pHC. 3) ¢ OOMIBHBIM JTUC-
TOBBIM OIAJIOM, CPEAN TPABIHUCTON M KyCTapHUKOBOMH
pactutensHocTH. HaOmiofeHue 3a >KUBOTHBIMH IIPO-
JOJDKAIoCh Oosee moirydaca, 3a 3TO BpeMS MOJIOJIbIC
JKUBOTHBIE TIepeMecTIINCh pumepHo Ha 100 M Brosb
pyubsi, HHOT'/Ia 3aX0/s B MeJKyto Boxy. I[lo xoxy nBu-
YKESHUSI OHH ITOSAJIN KaKHe-To MOOern pacTeHUI 1 onas-
mue nucThsl. JKMBOTHBIE HE MPOSBISIIM 0co0oro Oec-
MTOKOWCTBA OT MPUCYTCTBUS JIIOACH U cBeTa (hOHApei.
CamKa MOCTOSIHHO JepkKajia JACTEHBIIIEH B TOJe 3pe-
HUS, HE OTX0JI OT HUX Oosiee yem Ha 20 M. B oTimuue
OT MOJIOJIBIX JKUBOTHBIX, CAMKa JepkKajach CKPBITHO U
HaCTOPOXKEHHO M HM30eranga OTKPBITHIX MPOCTPAHCTB.
Mornoziple *KUBOTHBIE OBIIIM pa3MepoM 4yTh OoJiee 1mo-
JIOBUHBI BEJIMUMHBI B3pociioil camku. Ha cnenyromuit
neHb B 21:00 xpymHbIA B3pocnslid camen N. timminsi
OBUT BCTPEUEH Ha ATOM ke y4acTke Oepera pyubs. XKu-
BOTHOE HaXOJMUJIOCH B IOJIC 3peHHsI Habroaareei 00-
see 20 muH. PazMepamu Tesla 1 MacCHUBHOW TOJIOBOM
9TOT 3BEPEK 3aMETHO IPEBOCXOJMI BCTPEUCHHYIO pa-
HEE CaMKy.

B nutepaType OTCyTCTBYIOT Kakne-Iud0 CBEACHUS
0 pa3MHOXeHuU N. timminsi. icxo[id U3 1aHHbIX, U3BE-
CTHBIX JuIs Apyrux npejcrasutened Leporidae (Chap-
man & Flux, 1991), BeposTHBII BO3PAacCT MOJOABIX
3BEPbKOB Takoro pazmepa — 10—-12 nenens. [onaras
MIPOIOJKUTEIBHOCTh OEPEMEHHOCTH Y 3asSYbUX OKOJIO

4-5 Hepelb, MOXKHO TPEIINOJIOKHUTH, YTO TOH y M.
timminsi B IEHTpaJbHOM BbeTHame nporcxoauT B es-
paie.

AHHAMCKHIA TIOJOCATHI KPOJIHUK OBLT BIIEPBEIC OT-
MEUEH B HAI[MOHAIBHOM Iapke Ilymar MHOTO JIeT Ha-
3az (Surridge ef al., 1999; Pham Nhat & Nguyen Xuan
Dang, 2000). HeiHemHsAs BCTpeda B3pOCIOH CaMKHU ¢
JICTEHBIIIAMH MOXKET CIIY>KUTh MOJTBEPXKICHHEM CTa-
OMIIBHOTO COCTOSIHUS BU/Ia B 9TOM PaliOHE U BAXKHOCTH
HalMoHaipHOro mapka Ilymart s coxpaHeHus N.
timminsi. JlaTbHENIINE WCCIIEIOBAHUS C MCIIOJIb30Ba-
HUEM pa3jIMYHbIX METOHOB, BKJIIOYas (I)OTOJ'[OByIHKI/I,
MIO3BOJIAT JIyYIlle OHATh PaclpoCTPaHEHUE 3TOTO MaJIo-
N3YYEHHOT'O BU/IA B HAIIMOHAJIBHOM MapPKe M B COCEIHMX
palioHax Ha 3amaje npoBUHIMK HreaH.

Mp1 GnaroapHbl aIMHHUCTPALUH HAITHOHAIBHOTO
napka ITymar 3a mpeocTaBlIeHHYO BO3MOXHOCTB IPO-
BCIACHUS ITOJICBBIX I/ICCHGI[OBaHPlﬁ. Mg1 XoTenu Obl BBI-
pa3uTh Hallly UCKPEHHIOK OJIaroJlapHOCTh 32 OpraHu-
3aIMI0 TIOJIEBBIX paboT 1upekTopy BreTHamckoro Ha-
moHaIbHOro My3sest mpuposs! npod. Nguyen Trung
Minh u Bume-mupekropam Myses moktopy Vu Van
Lien u moxtopy Phan Ke Long, 3aBenyromiemy otae-
JIOM OXPaHbl IPUPO/IbI U KypaTopy repreToIorniecko-
ro otaena BeeTHaMckoro HannoHansHOro My3est rpu-
poxp! nokropy Dr. Nguyen Thien Tao. Msl 6xaroaap-
HBI 32 HEOLIEHMMYO TIOMOIIb BO BPEMSI ITOJIEBBIX padoT
cotpynHukaM JlabopaTopuu OpHUTOJIOTHH W T'epIIETO-
normu 3UH PAH JL.K. Noranced n A.A. OctpomiaboBy
W BLCTHAMCKHM KOJUIETaM, IPUHUMABUINM Y4YaCTHUC B
9TO# moe3nke. Paborta ObLIa BBITIOJIHEHA B paMKaXx Ipo-
exktoB PODODOU (14-04-92000, 15-04-02029, 16-04-
00085) u rocrems! 3oonornyeckoro nHetutyta PAH
Ne 01201351184.
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