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IVAN IVANOVICH ABRAMOYV (1912 —1990)
[NTAMATU UBAHA NBAHOBUYA ABPAMOBA (1912 —1990)

Ivan I. Abramov, the well-known Russian
bryologist and the former Head of bryological and
lichenological laboratory of Komarov Botanical In-
stitute of Academy of Sciences of the USSR in
Leningrad, died 11 January 1990. He was a broad-
minded scientist, being for a number of years also
the head of Cryptogamic Department of this insti-
tute and the chief editor of its cryptogamic periodi-
cal “Novosti Sistematiki Nizshikh Rastenii”.

Ivan I. Abramov was born on 14 July 1912 in
Petrovskij Rudnik in Ukraine. In 1939 he gradu-
ated from the Biological Faculty of the Leningrad
University and then took up a postgraduate course
in this university, in Department of Biogeography
of Geographical Faculty. The Second World War
interrupted his scientific activities and during 1939-
1945 he served in the Soviet Army as a meteorolo-
gist at the Karelian, Volkhov and Baltic fronts. Af-
ter the war Abramov continued his postgraduate
course, under the professorship of A. A. Korcha-
gin, and in 1953 he defended Ph. D. Thesis in Ge-
ography. His thesis was devoted to analysis of

the flora of South Osetiya, an interesting region in
the Caucasus. Both vascular plants and bryo-
phytes were involved in this analysis. During ten
years, in 1948-1958, Abramov worked at the De-
partment of Botanical Geography of Leningrad Uni-
versity. The lectures on botanical geography re-
vealed him to be a fine teacher and a gifted scien-
tist in the fields of both botanical geography and
systematic botany, with particular emphasis on
bryophytes.

Abramov continued to study Caucasian bryo-
phytes. He and his wife, Anastasiya L. Abramova,
collected numerous bryophyte specimens in the
Caucasus. As a result, many new and interesting
species were added to its bryoflora and the distri-
butional range of many species was considerably
expanded.

Also during this period Abramov received for
investigation the rich fossil collections of bryo-
phytes from various regions of the USSR, mostly
of the Late Tertiary age. An especially impor-
tant result was his paper (with Abramova) on
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Pliocene deposits from Duab in the Caucasus,
where extinct species of Claopodium and
Echinodium were described as well as some spe-
cies which are known now very far from the
Caucasus. Other publications on Late Tertiary
mosses of Middle Volza, South Urals, Byelorus-
sia and other regions of the Caucasus also con-
tributed much to the present understanding of
that epoch. A critical summary on fossil bryo-
phytes was published by Abramov with
L.1.Savicz-Lyubitskaya (in Russian, in 1958, and
- in English, in 1959).

Since 1958, Abramov’s scientific activities.

were conducted in the Cryptogamic Department
of Komarov Botanical Institute. He continued
to study bryophytes from numerous and various
collections made by institutional expeditions in
the huge territory of the Soviet Union. Espe-
cially fruitful were studies of bryophytes from
remote and poorly known regions of the Arctic,
East Siberia, Far East and Middle Asia. His
publications include many regional lists and spe-
cial reports on interesting findings. Ranges of a
lot of species were extended by thousands of
kilometres. Many articles discuss the taxonomy
of various mosses, usually accompanied by ex-
cellent illustrations.

Abramov paid special attention to the prob-
lem of endemic species. He though that local
moss endemics are much rarer than sometimes
considered. For this reason he, with Abramova,
started a series of critical revisions of taxa, de-
scribed from the territory of the Soviet Union.
As a result, many taxa described by J. Podpera,
C. Mueller and some other authors were syn-
onymized.

Abramov believed that regional bryofloristic
investigations would bring a better understand-
ing of factors of geographical distribution of bryo-
phytes. For this reason, dissertations of his stu-
dents were devoted to studies of local bryofloras:
L. B. Lyubarskaya investigated the bryophyte
flora of Azerbaijan, N. V. Chikovani — of Geor-
gia, V. A. Manakian and B. I. Dildarian - of
Armenia, G. P. Simonov — of Moldova, L. A.
Kosacheva — of Western Siberia, L. S.
Blagodatskikh — of Taimyr Peninsula, N. A.
Stepanova - of Kolyma River (Arctic Yakutia),
Ts. Tsegmed — of Mongolia, L. A. Czerepanova
~ of Saratov Province of Lower Volga, 1. V.
Sirotina — of some regions in Turkomania. Espe-
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cially fundamental contributions made by
Abramov and Abramova to the bryophyte flora
of Mongolia were published as a book with nu-
merous illustrations of bryophytes and distribu-
tional maps.

Abundant material from expeditions and
Abramov’s own collections allowed to develop
in the Bryological Herbarium of Komarov Bo-
tanical Institute the most representative collec-
tion of bryophytes from all over the territory of
Soviet Union. Abramov invested much time in
careful labelling and naming and ordering speci-

"mens from the collections. Also he, as a Her-

barium Curator, began an active exchange of
duplicate specimens of bryophytes with many
Soviet and foreign Herbaria and took part in
editing exsiccatae of hepatics and mosses of the
USSR.

Much of Abramov’s time and efforts were
devoted to editorial work. In 1965 he became a
member of the editorial board of the annual pe-
riodical “Novosti Sistematiki Nizshikh Rastenii”,
where papers on algology, mycology, lichenology
and bryology were published. And after the death
of V. P. Savicz, the former head of this edition,
since 1973, Abramov became the chief editor.
Nineteen volumes (1973-1991) were carefully
edited by him. His wide erudition was evident
here, and publications from this periodical be-
came well known in the world. Also under
Abramov’s direction four issues of “Catalogue
on bryological literature” were published. These
catalogues include native and foreign literature
published in 1945-1980 and available in the Li-
brary of the Institute. He was also an editor of a
number of Handbooks on Bryophytes and Li-
chens. His last editorial work was a book
“Problemy bryologii v USSR” (Prospects of
Bryology in the USSR), which included materi-
als of a conference held in Leningrad in honour
of 100th anniversary of the birth of L. I. Savicz-
Ljubutaskaya.

For a number of years Abramov was the
Chairman of the Bryological Section of The
Scientific Council of Academy of Sciences of
the USSR and coordinated bryological in-
vestigations in the Soviet Union. He made
important contributions to the development
of bryology and he will be remembered for
his high professionalism and enthusiasm in
science.
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11 susaps 1990 r. ymep Visan MBanoBuu
A6GpaMoB, M3BECTHDI pyccKuii 6puosor, MHOTO
JieT BosrJasissumil B BoranmseckoM VHCTHTyTE
AH CCCP na6opatopuio 6pHOJOTHH U JIMXe—
Hosormn ¥ OTEN HMMIMK PACTEHHH, IVIABHbIH
penaxrop exerogunka “HopocTH cHCTEMATHKM
HMBIIMX pacTeHuii”.

Wsan MBanoBuy A6pamos poawics 14 mons
1912 r. B nocesake IlerpoBckuii pysHuK B
Hon6acce na Ykpanue. llocie oxonvaHus
JEBSITHJIETKM OH pafoTa] cHayala O4UH CEe30H
na6opadaTom uxrtuojnora Ha Ceseprom [loHue,
3aTeM 4eTbipe rojia — IO IIaxTepcKoil cleiu-
ajpHocTH, Mapk-mieiizepoM. B 1933 r. on
HOCTYIIII Ha 3a04HOe oT/enenye JIeHHHIpaICKoro
YHHUBEpCHUTeTa, a B 1934 — Ha KHEeBHOe OTAeseHue
Buonoruueckoro daxy/brera. Yixe BO BpeMst
Jernux mpaxktuk 1936-38 rr. nposgsuics riry6oxkumit
unTepec A6paMoBa K 60TaHHUKe ¥, B YaCTHOCTH, K
6puosorun. Ilpakruku npoxoxunu B IOxHoit
Ocetun, nox pykoeogcrsoM H. A. Byman E. A
Bym. HenccsikaeMblit 9HTYy3Ha3M 3THX yYEHUBIX,
HX TIOCTOSIHHBIH UHTEpEC K TEOPETHYECKUM BOI-
pocaM 60TaHHKH, a TaKXKe BbICOKast TpeHoBaTe  b-
HOCTb K OQOpPMJIEHUIO TepbapHsi lepeJaluch
A6paMOBY Ha BCIO KH3Hb.

B 1939 r. A6pamoB 3akoHun/ Brosormyeckuit
¢akyabrer JIeHMHTPAJCKOTO YHHBEPCHTETA U
MOCTYIMA B acnupaHTypy Ha leorpadmdeckwmit
daxyprer. Bekope mociie oKOHYAHUSI YHHMBep-

" CHTeTa OH JXeHuJIcA Ha AHacTacuu JlaBpeHTbeBHe
TokyHoBoit (A6pamoBoii), ¢ KOTOpOll TecHO
CBSI3aHa BCs €0 JajIbHeHIIas AKU3Hb U BMeCTe C
KOTOpOif MM HamucaHo GoJBIIMHCTBO 6puUo-
Jorudeckux pa6or. Ognaxo yxe B xonue 1939 r.
Hay4Hasi Kappepa AGpaMoBa 6buta npepBata. C
Hayas1oM (PHHCKOil BOIHHbI OH 6bli HAIIpaB/eH Ha
Kapensckuii ¢ppoHT B KayecTBe BOEHHOrO
MeTeopoJIora, a 3aTeM NMpOoOJKAJ BOEBATh BILIOTh
710 xoHua Bropoit Muposo# Boitnel Ha Bouxos-
ckoM u IlpubarTuiickom dpoutax. 3a Goepble
3acayry A6paMoB OblT HarpaXieH OpAEHOM
KpacHtoi#t 3peansr n Mexanamu. Bmecre ¢ Tem,
Jaxe 6ynyuu Ha (pPOHTe OH IIPOJOXKAJT B
cBoGogHOE BpeMsi COGHPATh MXH, a TaKKe 0 BO3-
MOJKHOCTH IIOHOJHST JIMYHYK0 GPHOIOrHIECKYIO
6ubAHOTEKY .

Ilocne Boiinbl A6paMoB mpogosxul obye-
Hue B ACTUPAHTYPE, 4 TOCJIE ee OKOHYAHHS OCTAJICS
Ha kadpezpe 6oTannyeckoil reorpacduu cHaYama B
JOJ/DKHOCTY accucTeHTa, a ¢ 1954 r. — pouenra.
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OH uuTas Jexuuy no 6oraHuyeckoii reorpaguu,
PACTHTEBHOCTH BHECOIO3HBIX CTPaH, JyroBe/e-
HHIO, PYKOBOAHMJ KYPCOBBIMH M JWILIOMHBIMH
paboTaMH M HpPOUIBOACTBEHHOH INpaxKTUKOMR
cTygentoB. Bo BpeMs JeTHHX TPaKTHK CO
ctynentamu Ha Kapkase u B Jlemunrpaackoii

" o61acTH, M BO BpeMsA OTIMYCKOB OH OGBIYHO

npoBoauy c6bopbl MxoB. B 1953 r. A6pamos
3AMMTHI JMCCEPTANHNIO Ha CTeNeHb KaHAUAATA
reorpadmieckux Hayk. Ero amccepranvonHas
pabota “Anamu3a ¢propsr FOro-Ocernu” BrmOYaeT
HapsAYy € COCYAUCTBIMM PACTEHHSIMH ODHTHHAJD-
Hble [aHHbIEe N0 GpuodJIope 3TOro UHTEpEecHeii-
niero peruona Kaskasa.

B yHuBepcuTeTCKHil epHOL OCHOBHBIE
HaydHble MHTepechl AGpaMoBa OBLIN CBS3AHBI C
usyuenueM Moxoobpasubrx Kaskaza. Bmecre ¢ A.
JI. A6paMoBOii OHM MHOTO MYTEIIECTBOBAIN U
cobpaym GoraTble KOJJIEKLMH MXOB M I€YEHOU-
HMKOB. B Xoze 06paboTku 3THX MaTepHasioB 66LI0
CAeaHO MHOTO YTOYHEHUH M JONOJHEHWIA,
KacaloluXcs KaK CUCTeMATHKH, TaK U reorpadu-
4ECKOr0 PACIIPOCTPAHEHHS OTHE/IbHBIX BUAOB. B
3TO Ke BpeMsi AGPaMOB yie/Is1J1 MHOTO BHUMAHUS
TaK)Ke H3Y4eHHIO MUCKONaeMbIX Mx0B. Bmecte ¢
A6paMOBOH OHH OIMCBIBAIOT MOX006pasHble
TpetuunbIxX diiop Kaekasa, Cpeanero [Tosomkbs,
IOxHoro Ypana. Oco6eHHO HMHTepecHOi
OKasasach 1monenosas duopa [lya6a 8 AGaxauu,
OTKyZa OBLIM ONHCAHBI HOBBIE IJs1 HAayKu
BbIMepime Buabt Claopodium u Echinodium, a
TaK)Ke BBbISIBJIECHBI BHIbI, COBPEMEHHOE PAacIpo-
CTpaHeHNe KOTOPBIX H3XOMUTCS NANEKO 3a
npegenamun Kaska3a. 3amedatesnbHa Takxe
HaxonKa Actinothuidium B BepXHETPETHMYHBIX
OTJIOKEHHAX Damkupum M MHOrMe ApPYIHe,
IIpOJIHIBAIOLIHE CBET Ha 6pHO(IOpY TOH 3HOXH.
O6ob1ieHne THX MATEPUATIOB BMECTE C KPHTH-
4ecKUM 0630pOM JIMTEPATYPHBIX JAHHBIX GBLIO
ony6/ukoBaHO A6paMOBBIM coBMecTHO ¢ JI. V.
Capuy-JIio6unkoit B “Teonoruueckolt Jeronucu
Mox006pasHbIx”.

C 1958 r. nayyHas gestesbHOCTH ABGpaMoBa
CBSI3aHA C OTAEJOM CIopoBbIX (BIOCIEXCTBHUH
HM3IIMX) pacteHuit Botanmyeckoro uncruryta AH
CCCP. K stoMy Bpemenu 3necb B 6pHO.JIO-
rH4ecKoM Tep6apuil HAKAIJIMBAIOTCA OGLIMPHbIE
KOJLZIEKIIHY U3 pa3HYHbIX peruoHOB COBETCKOro
Cow3a, cofpaHHblE IKCNEIULAAMH HHCTHTYTA.
Oco6blit uHTEpEC MIpeACTaB/IsA/ M COOPHI U3 cIabo
U3YyYEHHDIX TPYIHONOCTYIHbIX PETHOHOB, TAKHX
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Kak Apkteka, Bocrounas Cubupb, [danpHuit
Bocrok, Cpeansisi Asusi. Pesyapratam obpaborku
TAKWX KOJUJIEKIMI IOCBAUIEHbI MHOTOYHCICHHDIE
cratbn A6pamoBa m A6paMoBOil, B KOTOpBIX
apeasbl MHOTHX BHUAOB OBLAM pacIIMpeHbl Ha
THICSYM KuJoMeTpoB. AGpamos 6bui yOexIeH, ¥To
HMEHHO peruoHajbHble (PJIOPHCTHYECKHE
HCCTEJOBAHMSA SBJSIIOTCS] OCHOBOM ISl peILieHust
6puoreorpaduyeckux mpobeM M OH BCSYECKH
MO/IEPKMBAT U TIPUBETCTBOBAJ Takue paboThl,
NpUBJeKass K HUM CBOMX aclupaHToB. Tak,
JI. B. Jlio6apckas usyyasia 6puodiopy Asepbaii-
mkana, H. B. Unkosanu — I'pysun, B. A. Mana-
ksH u B. U. [dnappapsan — ApMeHHH,
T. I1. CumonoB — Mouonossr, JI. A. Kocauepa —
Cpenuero Ilpuo6bs, JI. C. Brarogatckux —
Taiimbipa, H. A. Crenanosa — Cesephoit fxy-
tih, JI. A. Bosxosa — Kapesmuu, V1. B. Cuporuna
— Typxmenun, 1. armax — Monromun. onon-
HeHus K ¢prope MOHTOMHH OKa3aHCh 0COGEHHO
MHOTOYMCJIEHHBIMH, U AO6paMoB u A6pamoBa
OMy6/IMKOBAJIH KaK OTAe/bHy10 KHury “Koncmekr
¢ropsr MxoB Monrosbckoit Hapognoit Pecrry6-
JUKH” , COZIep KANLYIO TIpeKPACcHbie OPUTHHAIbHbIE
WLULOCTPALMM MHOTMX BH/IOB M KapThl Pacrpo-
CTpaHeHM.

Henbiit psaa crareii, omy6/mKkoBaHHBIX A6pa-
MOBbIM U A6paMOBOil, NMOCBAMIEH BOIIPOCAM
CHCTEMATHKH OTACJAbHDIX TAKCOHOB. Bce atu
PpaboThI XapaKTepPU3YIOTCS TIIATEIBHOCTBIO TIPO-
paboTKH HM3yYeHHOTO MaTepuaja, ITyGOKHM
OCBeIlleHHEeM 3aTparMBaeMbIX BONPOCOB H, KaK
[paBsuJo, NpeKpacHo wumocTpupoBanbl. Crenn-
aJbHO HMHTEpecysch HoGjIeMaMH JHAEMH3MA Y
Mx0B, AGpamoB u AGpaMoBa NpoBeSM KDHTH-
JecKoe U3yueHie SHAEMITYHbIX BUAOB, OMCAHHDBIX
c Tepputopuu Coerckoro Corosa. B yactaocTH,
6bLIM KPUTHYECKH MEPecMOTPEHbi BH/ABI MXOB,
omucanusie K. Mioatepom ¢ Uykorkn u Y
IToamepoii ¢ Jaabhero Bocroka. B pesysbrate
3THX PeBH3HI1 GOJILIIMHCTBO BUAOB 6bLIO CBEAEHO
B CHHOHHMBI K paHee U3BeCTHBIM BUAAM U, TAKUM
06pa3oM, YCTaHOBJIEHO, 4YTO CYILUecTBOBaBLlee
paHee MHEHHE O BBHICOKOM JHJIEMH3Me MXOB Ha
JamHeM Boctoke n UykoTke oum6o4so.

C 1963 r. A6pamos 3asenosan JaGoparopueii
JaxeHosoruy 1 Gpuosiorud B Otaene Husmux
pacrenuii, a B 1969 r. 6511 H36paH Ha ZO/KHOCTD
3aBeAyIoLero aTuM otAe/ioM. OfHOBpeMEHHO OH
6Bl U KyparopoM OGpPHOJIOTMIECKOTO rep6apus,
KOTOPOMY OTX&a.saJl MHOTO BpEMEHH H CHJ.
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A6pamoB niennn u mobui repbapHyio pabory, caMm
IpOBOJUI MHOrO BPeMEHHM 3a TIIATEJbHbIM
odopmierneM coOOpaHHBIX KOJUJIEKIMI M Bceraa
TpeGoBaJ OT CBOMX KOJUIET M YUYEHWKOB aKKY-
paTHoro ofpaIleHnst ¢ repOapHbIM MATEPUAJIOM.
A6pamoB nomoJnseT repbapuii csoumu cobe-
TBEHHBIMH c60paMH, KOJJEKIUSIMU CBOMX
acIMpaHTOB, & TAKXKE Pa3HOOOPA3HBIMU KOJLIEK-
IMAMH, TOCTYNABIIMMH K HeMy /i OIpeseie-
HHS OT GOJIOTOBENOB, JIECOBEJIOB M PYTHX reo-
6oranukoB. Buarozaps akTusHOCTH AG6paMoBa
6puosorudeckuii repbapuit BUHa ycranasmBaer
obMeH QyGJIETHBIMH MaTepHaJaMH CO MHOTHMHU
OTEYeCTBEHHBIMH U 3apyOeXHBIMH MHCTHTYTaMH
M M3[aeT 3KCHKAThl NeYEHOYHUKOB M JIMCTO-
creGesbHbIX MXOB. B peaysbrare ¢onawvt 6puo-
norudeckoro repGapus BUHa Goiiu anauntensHo
YBEJIMIEHBI.

Eute onxuM acnekToM JAestreJIbHOCTH AGpaMoBa
6bl1a penaxTopckasi paGota. OH peJaKTHpOBAT
MHOTHe KpyIHble M3JaHus, Takie Kak “Ormpe-
aenuteabp aucroctebeabapix Mxos CCCP.
Bepxomnoasnsle mxu” u “Onpegenurens aumiaii-
HukoB CCCP”; npyHMMAT y4acTve B IOATOTOBKE
MaTepHaJoB IIo MoxoobpasusiM Aisi Buono-
TUYECKOTO SHIMKJIONeanYecKoro caosaps (M.,
1989). B 1965 r., Bckope mocie MOSBJIEHUS
exerogHuka “HoBocTH cHUcTeMaTHMKU HHUIMIMX
pacTeHHii” AGpaMOB BOILET B €r0 PeAKOJIErHIO,
a ¢ 1973 r., nocae cmepru B. Il. CaBuua, cran
TJIABHBIM PEJAKTOPOM 3TOTO M3JAHUS. 3aHMMast
3TOT MOCT BILIOTH AO CBOeH cMepTH, AGpaMoB
oTpeaaktupoBan 19 tomoe “Hosocreii...”.
Ilocnenueii ero pepakrtopckoit pa6otoit 6bia
cbopuuk crarteit “IIpo6aembi 6puonoruu B
CCCP?”, spuuesiieii 13 e4aT 3a HeCKOJIBKO JHel
A0 €TO CMEpTH. '

Mruoro BpeMenu A6pamoB pa6otan B 6ubu-
oreke Boranuueckoro uHctuTyTta, 3a60TSACH O
NIOJTy4eHHH BeeX GPHOJIOrHYeCKUX MyGInKaLHil 1
NpHHMMasi aKTHBHOE Y4YacTHe B MOATOTOBKe
“Kartasora sureparypsbl o Moxoo6pastbim”. Ilog
€ro HemocpeACTBEHHbIM DYKOBOJACTBOM G6blIo
nojrorosJieso 4 Beinycka Karasora, BkJio-
YaoIMHUX BCIO OPUOJIOTHYECKYIO JHTEpaTypy,
ony6nukoBaHHy10 32 nepuox ¢ 1946 no 1980 rr.
¥ mnpejcraBieHHyI0 B 6ubimnoreke BMHa. B
TeUeHuE pAfa JeT A6paMoB ObLI IpeJceaaTeNeM
cekuun Gpuonoruu npu Hayunom cosetre AH
CCCP no npo6aeme “PacTutenbHblii MHUP;
H3yYeHHe, OXpaHa M palMOHaJbHOE HCIOJIb-
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30BaHE” U TEM CAMbIM OCYTIECTBJBLI KOOP/HMHAIHIO
6puosorneckix uccenoparii B Coperckom Corose.

Wpan VBanoBry A6paMos BHec 60JIbIION BRI
B pa3BUTHE COBETCKON GPHOJIOTHH H OCTaHeTcs B
TIaMSITH TeX, KTO €70 3HaJ, KAK Ye/l0BeK, IIpe/aH-
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HbIif cBOEMY Jeiay, o6aajaBLluil BBICOKHMH
NpodeCCHOHAILHBIMU KAYeCTBAMH, YPe3BbIYaiiHo
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K HeMy ofpaliaJics.
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