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Notes on the genus Ilyocryptus Sars, 1862 (Cladocera: Anomopoda:
Ilyocryptidae). 7. Two new species from South Africa, with first
record of Ilyocryptus from rockpools
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ABSTRACT. Ilyocryptus Sars, 1862 (Cladocera:
Anomopoda: Ilyocryptidae) with a subdistal anus is unknown from Africa. But, recently we found two new
species in South Africa with this morphology: Ilyocryptus martensi sp.n. from a rockpool in the mountains of
Lesotho, and Ilyocryptus africanus sp.n. from Cape Point,
Republic of South Africa. These species represent the
first finding of an ilyocryptid in rockpools. Also, these
species are congeners of species with a subdistal anus
from the southern hemisphere: I. brevidentatus Ekman,
1905 and I. smirnovi Kotov & Timms, 1998. But, in
contrast to the latter pair, I. martensi sp.n. and I. africanus sp.n. have a remarkably short antenna I, with the
distal segment bearing rows of denticles, and also a row
of paired spines reaching the distal third of the postanal
margin of the postabdomen. The two new species described here are the closest relatives of I. nevadensis
Cervantes-Martínez, Gutiérrez-Aguirre & Elías-Gutiérrez, 2000. Differences between I. nevadensis, I. martensi sp.n. and I. africanus sp.n. are reported.
All species with incomplete moulting and a subdistal anus in the Southern Hemisphere are endemics or
have a narrow distribution. Perhaps these species are
the relicts of a large group, which had a very wide, if
not cosmopolitan, geographical distribution in the past
(in the Lower Mesozoic?).
ÐÅÇÞÌÅ. Äî íàñòîÿùåãî âðåìåíè èç Àôðèêè
íå áûëî îïèñàíî íè îäíîãî âèäà Ilyocryptus Sars,
1862 (Cladocera: Anomopoda: Ilyocryptidae) ñ ñóáäèñòàëüíûì àíóñîì. Ìû íàøëè äâà íîâûõ âèäà èç
Þæíîé Àôðèêè, Ilyocryptus martensi sp.n. èç íàñêàëüíûõ ëóæ â ãîðàõ Ëåñîòî è Ilyocryptus africanus

sp.n. èç îêðåñòíîñòåé Êåéï Ïîèíò, ÞÀÐ. Îáà îíè
ÿâëÿþòñÿ ðîäñòâåííèêàìè äðóãèõ âèäîâ ñ ñóáäèñòàëüíûì àíóñîì èç þæíîãî ïîëóøàðèÿ: I.
brevidentatus Ekman, 1905 è I. smirnovi Kotov &
Timms, 1998. Íî, â îòëè÷èå îò ïîñëåäíèõ, I. martensi
sp.n. è I. africanus sp.n. ñíàáæåíû êðàéíå êîðîòêîé
àíòåííîé I, ñ äèñòàëüíûì ÷ëåíèêîì íåñóùèì ðÿäû
øèïèêîâ, à òàêæå ðÿäîì ïàðíûõ øèïîâ, ïðîäîëæàþùåìñÿ íà äèñòàëüíîé òðåòè ïîñòàíàëüíîãî êðàÿ
ïîñòàáäîìåíà. Äâà íîâûõ âèäà, îïèñàííûõ çäåñü,
 áëèæàéøèå ðîäñòâåííèêè I. nevadensis CervantesMartínez, Gutiérrez-Aguirre & Elías-Gutiérrez, 2000.
Îáñóæäåíû îòëè÷èÿ ìåæäó ýòèì âèäîì, I. martensi
sp.n. è I. africanus sp.n.
Âñå âèäû ñ íåïîëíîé ëèíüêîé è ñóá-äèñòàëüíûì
àíóñîì èç þæíîãî ïîëóøàðèÿ ÿâëÿþòñÿ ýíäåìèêàìè
èëè èìåþò óçêèå àðåàëû. Âåðîÿòíî âñå ýòè âèäû
ÿâëÿþòñÿ îñòàòêàìè íåêîåé áîëüøîé ãðóïïû âèäîâ,
íåêîãäà (â ìåçîçîéñêóþ ýðó?) èìåâøåé øèðîêîå,
åñëè íå êîñìîïîëèòè÷åñêîå, ðàñïðîñòðàíåíèå.

Introduction
The systematics of European [tifter, 1991; Kotov,
2001], South American [Paggi, 1992; Kotov et al.,
2002a], North American [Kotov et al., 2002b] and
Asian [Kotov & Sanoamuang, 2004; Kotov & Tanaka,
2004] species of Ilyocryptus have recently been investigated. But only a few articles on African ilyocryptids
have been published [Kotov, 2000; Kotov & Dumont,
2000]. Not one species of Ilyocryptus with a subdistal
anus has been found in Africa, except for the dubious
record of I. acutifrons Sars, 1862 by Harding [1961].
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Prof. N.N. Smirnov obtained numerous South African
samples from Prof. K. Martens (Royal Belgian Institute of
Natural Sciences, Brussels, Belgium) for total study of cladocerans, and found ilyocryptids in 34 samples among about
250 studied. He asked us to look at ilyocryptids, and we
revealed that a single population from the mountains of
Lesotho belongs to a new species, I. martensi sp.n., described below. Our re-examination of Hardings [1961] sample in the Natural History Museum, London (catalogue number NHM 1959.7.9.81) revealed that I. acutifrons recorded
by him is a new species, I. africanus sp.n.
So, the aim of present communication is to describe
these two new species of Ilyocryptus with a subdistal anus
from South Africa.

Material and methods
Animals were isolated from the samples under a
stereomicroscope, washed in commercial detergent
and in distilled water, and used for morphometry. The
following measurements (based on adult parthenogenetic females) were made, see a scheme of these measurements in Kotov et al. [2002b]: body length (BL),
height (BH) and width (BW); head length (HL) and
width (HW); eye diameter (ED); valve length (VL);
number of marginal elements (NE); number of setae
in antero-ventral bunch (NB); number of setae with
single basal spines (NS); maximal length of a seta on
antero-ventral (AV) and postero-ventral valve portion
(PV); postabdomen length (from base of claw to base
of postabdominal setae) (PL) and height (PH); anus
length (AN), length of preanal part of postabdomen
(PR); number of preanal teeth or/and clusters of
teeth(NT); number of big paired spines of distal part
(NP); number of large (NL), medium-sized (NM) and
rudimentary (NR) lateral setae; postabdominal claw
length (CL); length of more distal (DS) and more
basal spine (BS) on base of claw; number of distal
denticles on claw (DD); rudimentary additional denticles on middle part of claw (AD); postabdominal
(natatorial) seta length (SN); length of the basal
segment of postabdominal seta (BA); antenna I length
(AL), maximal diameter (DA) and its proximal segment length (PS); length of antenna II (without apical
setae) (SL); length of exopod apical spine (AS), length
of endopod apical spine (AP); length of third exopod
segment (TH) and of spine on its second segment
(SE); maximal length of apical swimming seta (SW)
of second antennae, length of distal (DI) and proximal (PX) lateral swimming seta on antennal exopod.
After that, some relative parameters were calculated
for each animal, as applied in a series of previous
publications [Kotov et al., 2002a, b].
For I. martensi sp.n., we had relatively ample material, and two females were dissected for accurate study
of their appendages. These specimens were not kept.
Twenty one females of I. africanus sp.n. in alcohol
from the NHM were available (together with two slides
given us by Prof. N. N. Smirnov). We did not dissect
this species, keeping all specimens for the Museum
collection as types.

Results
Ilyocryptus martensi sp.n.
Figs 128.
TYPE LOCALITY. A rockpool at 2450 m.a.s.l., Sehlabathebe, Lesotho, Africa. Coordinates: 29°51'44"S,
29°07'26"E. The locality was sampled in 15.xi.1996 by K.
Martens, and marked as rockpool 5. At time of collecting,
the following measurements were made: water temperature
20.4°C, pH 6, conductivity 2.9 µS/cm. The species co-occurs with a single other cladoceran, Alona cf. intermedia,
and also with some Ostracoda and Calanoida.

MATERIAL. Holotype: adult parthenogenetic  in 95%
alcohol, tube MGU Ml 30, deposited at the invertebrate
collection of the Zoological Museum of Moscow State University. Label of the holotype: Ilyocryptus martensi sp. nov., 1
parth.  from rockpool 5, Sehlabathebe, Lesotho, coll. 15.11.1996
by K. Martens, HOLOTYPE. Paratypes: 14 parthenogenetic 
in 95% alcohol, tube MGU Ml 31.

DIAGNOSIS OF PARTHENOGENETIC FEMALE.
Body triangular-ovoid, dorsal margin almost straight, postero-dorsal angle expressed, dorsal keel low and thick, moulting incomplete. Head with straight ventral margin, minute
denticles at base of labrum. Valves with distinct reticulation,
six anteriormost setae protruding sparsely and, posteriorly
to them, a bunch of 46 closely located setae. Each seta at
posterior margin with a thick base armed with a single, stout
spine-like setule. Postabdomen with height maximal in basal
portion and subdistal anus, no spinules on internal wall of
anus. Preanal margin in basal half with a row of regularly
distributed, relatively short, straight teeth, prominent at approximately right angle with the margin, in distal half this
row continued by a row of clusters of small denticles. No
spinules on lateral faces of postabdomen basally. Paired
spines start on postanal margin and continue up to distal
third of preanal margin, large lateral setae markedly shorter
than paired spines, the proximalmost lateral seta located on
distalmost portion of preanal margin. No denticles in distal
and medium parts of postabdominal claw. Distalmost spine
on postabdominal claw of similar length with basalmost
one, or even somewhat longer. A group of long setules at
claw base ventrally. Postabdominal seta as long as body, or
somewhat shorter, its basal segment with short hairs. Antenna I short, its proximal segment with a rudimentary fingerlike projection, but with distinct hillocks, distal segment
with rows of denticles, distal end with concentric row of
relatively strong hillocks. Antenna II with two sensory setae
with lengths different twice on its coxal part. Distal sensory
seta long, distal burrowing spine shorter than it, robust. All
apical swimming setae short, their distal segments without
hooks on tips, asymmetrically setulated with short setules.
Proximal and distal lateral swimming seta of proportions
varying among individuals, both with long, rare setules along
one side basally, and asymmetrically setulated distally. Spine
on second segment of exopod longer than half of third
segment. A single, large, unilaterally setulated seta on outer
distal lobe of limb I. Two ejector hooks, a large, bisegmented seta near them, a gnathobase I as a naked hillock without
setae. No beating seta near gnathobase III. Filter plate V
with 4 setae. Limb VI with continuous row of long setules
along inner margin subdivided into six bunches. Size up to
710 µm in accessible material.
DESCRIPTION. Adult parthenogenetic female. General. In lateral view body triangular-ovoid (Fig. 1), of medium
height for the genus (BH/BL = 0.750.82). Dorsal margin
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Figs 112. Ilyocryptus masrtensi sp.n., parthenogenetic  from a rockpool in Sehlabathebe, Lesoto, Africa, collected in
15.xi.1996 by K. Martens: 1, 2  lateral and anterior view; 3, 4  head in lateral and ventral view; 5  setae at anterior portion
of valve; 6, 7  setae at posterior margin of valve; 8  postabdomen; 9  distal segment of postabdominal seta; 10, 11  antenna
I in anterior and lateral view; 12  tip of aesthetasc. Scale 100 µm.
Ðèñ. 112. Ilyocryptus masrtensi sp.n., ïàðòåíîãåíåòè÷åñêàÿ  èç íàñêàëüíîé ëóæè â ãîðàõ Ëåñîòî, Àôðèêà, ñîáðàííàÿ
15.11.1996 Ê. Ìàðòåíñîì: 1, 2  âèä ñáîêó è ñïåðåäè; 3, 4  ãîëîâà ñáîêó è ñ áðþøíîé ñòîðîíû; 5  ùåòèíêè â ïåðåäíåé
÷àñòè âåíòðàëüíîãî êðàÿ; 6, 7  ùåòèíêè íà çàäíåì êðàå ñòâîðêè; 8  ïîñòàáäîìåí; 9  âîîðóæåíèå äèñòàëüíîãî ñåãìåíòà
ïîñòàáäîìèíàëüíîé ùåòèíêè; 10, 11  àíòåííà I ñïåðåäè è ñáîêó; 12  âåðõóøêà ýñòåòàñêà. Ìàñøòàá 100 ìêì.
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almost straight, postero-dorsal angle expressed. In anterior
view, body rhomboid-ovoid (Fig. 2), BW/BL = 0.550.60,
with a low, thick dorsal keel. Moulting incomplete, reticulation well-expressed on head shield and valves.
Head of medium size for the genus (HL/BL = 0.30
0.34), its ventral margin in posterior part with prominent
basis for antennae I, labrum base surrounded with a low
fold, a series of denticles on the latter (Fig. 3). In ventral
view head shield relatively narrow (HW/BL = about 0.32),
with prominent fornices (Fig. 4). Dorsal head pore located
on a low prominence (Fig. 3, arrow). Compound eye of
common size for genus (ED = 2328 µm), ocellus of irregular shape, its maximal length somewhat smaller than half of
eye diameter.
Labrum subquadrangular in lateral view, with a distinct
medial projection in its basal portion. In ventral view, labrum wide, with lateral projections on each side in medial
portion, a row of setules on each side in its distal portion,
latero-distal angles smooth (Fig. 4, arrow).
Valves trapezium-ovoid, VL/BL = 0.790.83. Numerous
setae along free margin (NE = 6470), six anteriormost setae
protruding sparsely, first four setae located immediately on
margin, while fifth-sixth setae located submarginally, on external face of valve, posteriorly to them, a bunch (NB=46) of
closely located setae (AV/BL= 0.120.14), the first seta in
bunch protruding posterior, crossing following setae (Fig. 5).
Setae at ventral margin short, no postero-ventral bunch of
setae, length of setae there significantly varies among individuals (PV/BL = 0.080.14), each seta at posterior margin with
an inflated base armed with a single, stout spine (NS = 31
34), distal parts of these setae in ventral portion of posterior
margin with rare denticles (Fig. 6), in dorsal portion of margin
distal portions of setae naked (Fig. 7).
Abdomen dorsally with cross rows of setules, a relatively
small projection on the first segment (Fig. 8).
Postabdomen relatively large for the genus, PL/BL =
0.540.58 (Fig. 8), not high (PH/PL = 0.470.52), height
maximal in basal portion (Fig. 8). Anus relatively large (AN/
PL = 0.160.20), opens subdistally, no spinules on its internal wall. Preanal margin long (PR/PL = 0.680.71), although not too long as in I. uenoi (see Kotov & Tanaka
[2004]), in basal half with a row of 913 regularly located,
straight teeth, prominent at approximately right angle with
the margin, in distal half this row continued by a row of 68
clusters of small denticles (NT = 1621). Series of small
setules near each preanal tooth. No spinules on lateral faces
of postabdomen basally in contrast to many other species. A
row of paired spines (Fig. 8: psp) starts on anal margin and
continues up to distal third of preanal margin (NP = 913,
rudimentary spines on postanal margin not counted), large
lateral setae (Fig. 8: lls) (NL = 710) markedly shorter than
paired spines, the proximalmost lateral seta located on distalmost portion of preanal margin. On the distal part of
postabdomen, the row of lateral setae fluently turned into
the group of middle-sized setae (NM = 36), the latter, more
distally, - into group of rudimentary setae (NR = 25).
Postabdominal claw relatively short (CL/PL = 0.34
0.39), bent in distal half. No denticles in distal and middle
portion of claw (DD=0, AD=0). Two relatively large spines
on the base of each claw dorsally, distal one of similar
length with basal one, or even somewhat longer (DS/BS =
0.931.04). A group of long setules on claw base ventrally
(Fig. 8, arrow).
Postabdominal seta markedly longer than postabdomen,
although its length varies greatly among individuals (SN/PL
= 1.251.40), basal segment markedly shorter than distal

one (BA/SN = 0.330.38), the latter regularly feathered with
short hairs (Fig. 9).
Antenna I remarkably short, thick and robust for Ilyocryptus (AL/BL = 0.150.17; DA/AL = 0.250.26), straight.
Bases of antennae I not compressed against each other (Fig.
4). Proximal segment relatively long (PS/AL = 0.230.25),
with a rudimentary finger-like projection (Fig. 10, arrow)
and distinct, low hillocks, some of them setulated, which
was never described in other species. Distal segment with
rows of denticles, distal end truncated, with concentric row
of relatively strong hillocks (Fig. 11). Nine aesthetascs of
unequal length, end of each aesthetasc depressed (Fig. 12).
Antenna II short, SL/BL = 0.280.35, at coxal part with
two sensory setae with lengths different twice (Figs. 1314).
Distal sensory seta on basal segment long, slender, with
short setules (Fig. 15), distal burrowing spine shorter than
distal sensory seta, robust, with long setules distally (Fig.
16). Antennal branches robust, on all segments, there are
well-developed denticles around distal segment ends, and
groups of similar denticles in middle part. Swimming setae
0-0-0-3/1-1-3, spines 0-1-0-1/0-0-1. All apical swimming
setae relatively short (SW/BL = 0.260.38), bisegmented,
distal segments without hooks on tips, asymmetrically setulated with short setules, these setules on setae of endopod
(Fig. 17) longer than those on exopod (Fig. 18). Proximal
and distal lateral swimming seta of proportions varying among
individuals (PX/DI = 0.81.2), with long, rare setules along
one side basally, and asymmetrically setulated distally (Fig.
19). Spines on apical segments of endopod and exopod of
similar size (AS/AP = 0.971.13), both longer than their
distal segments, slightly curved. Spine on second segment of
exopod longer than half of third segment (SE/TH = 0.57
0.69), setulated distally (Fig. 20).
Maxilla I as a small hillock with three similar seta, and
four, thick and fully setulated seta (Fig. 21).
Limb I (Fig. 22). Epipodite small, ovoid. Cylindrical
outer distal lobe with a single large, unilaterally setulated
seta, a bilaterally setulated accessory seta near base of outer
distal lobe. Two ejector hooks of similar size, a large
bisegmented seta on ventral margin of limb near them. On
inner margin of limb I, five differently armed setae and two
receptors. A gnathobase I as naked hillock without setae.
Limb II (Fig. 23). Epipodite small, globular. A distal
lobe with series of fine setules, two long, bilaterally setulated setae and a distinct bud-like hillock. Along ventral margin of limb corm, four bilaterally setulated setae, small receptors near first, second and third setae of row. Inner portion of limb strongly projected, a small, curved sensillum at
the base of this projection. A single bisegmented beating
seta in distal part of limb, near gnathobase. Distal armature
of gnathobase with four closely located elements. Filter
plate with eight setae.
Limb III. Epipodite globular. Exopodite with five terminal setae, armed in different style (Fig. 24), and three lateral
setae, typical for the genus and not pictured here. Distal
endite with two soft, relatively short setae, and three large,
bisegmented setae of different size, the middle seta very
long, and has particularly long setules distally; a small receptor near base of longest seta. Basal endite with four
bisegmented setae of similar size, and a curved sensillum
near border with distal endite (Fig. 25). No beating seta near
gnathobase. Four differently armed setae in distal armature
of gnathobase, filter plate with eight setae.
Limb IV. Exopodite with 8 setae typical for the genus
(not pictured). Distal portion of inner face as a small lobe,
with a series of four thin setae, among them, two distal setae
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Figs 1328. Ilyocryptus masrtensi sp.n., head and thoracic appendages of parthenogenetic female from a rockpool in
Sehlabathebe, Lesoto: 13  antenna II; 14  sensory setae on its coxal part; 15, 16  distal sensory seta and distal burrowing
spine on basal segment; 17, 18  armature of apical swimming seta of exopod and endopod; 19  armature of lateral swimming
seta; 20  second and third segments of exopod; 21  maxilla I; 22  limb I; 23  limb II; 24  distal setae on exopod III; 25 
inner portion of limb III; 26  inner portion of limb IV; 27  inner portion of limb V; 28  limb VI. Scale 100 µm.
Ðèñ. 1328. Ilyocryptus masrtensi sp.n., ãîëîâíûå è ãðóäíûå êîíå÷íîñòè ïàðòåíîãåíåòè÷åñêîé ñàìêè èç íàñêàëüíîé ëóæè â
Ëåñîòî: 13  àíòåííà II; 14  ÷óâñòâèòåëüíûå ùåòèíêè íà êîêñe; 15, 16  äèñòàëüíàÿ ÷óâñòâèòåëüíàÿ ùåòèíêà è äèñòàëüíûé
ùèï íà áàçàëüíîì ñåãìåíòå; 17, 18  âîîðóæåíèå àïèêàëüíîé ùåòèíêè ýêçîïîäèòà è ýíäîïîäèòà; 19  âîîðóæåíèå
ëàòåðàëüíîé ïëàâàòåëüíîé ùåòèíêè; 20  âòîðîé è òðåòèé ÷ëåíèê ýêçîïîäèòà; 21  ìàêñèëëà I; 22  íîãà I; 23  íîãà II; 24 
äèñòàëüíûå ùåòèíêè íà ýêçîïîäèòå íîãè III; 25  âíóòðåííÿÿ äîëÿ íîãè III; 26  âíóòðåííÿÿ äîëÿ íîãè IV; 27  âíóòðåííÿÿ
äîëÿ íîãè V; 28  íîãà VI. Ìàñøòàá 100 ìêì.
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long, while two basal setae short, a tri-lobed sensillum near
basalmost seta (Fig. 26). Basally and medially, five long,
bilaterally setulated setae. Distal armature of gnathobase with
four elements, filter plate with 8 setae, no distinct border
between filter plate and row of setae of inner limb face.
Limb V. Exopodite with seven large setae typical for the
genus (not pictured). Distal portion of inner face of limb V
in the form of flat lobe, with three-lobed, setulated inner
margin, two setulated setae near margin on the posterior face
of limb (Fig. 27). Distal armature of gnathobase with four
setae, filter plate with 4 setae.
Limb VI (Fig. 28). As a small plate with continuous row
of long setules along inner margin, subdivided into six bunches by small incisions on the margin.
Ephippial female, male. Unknown.
SIZE. Holotype 695 µm; parthenogenetic females from
type locality 460710 µm (n = 15). Size range was apparently underestimated, i.e., the minimal size was measured for a
single female of the second instar.
ETYMOLOGY. This species is dedicated to Koen Martens, renowned Belgian investigator of Ostracoda, who collected the type series.
DIFFERENTIAL DIAGNOSIS. See chapter on I. africanus sp.n., and Table 1.
DISTRIBUTION. I. martensi sp.n. is known only from
the type locality. This is apparently a rare species, because it
was found only in a single sample from South Africa among
about 250 samples examined.

Ilyocryptus africanus sp.n.
Figs 2952.
Ilyocryptus acutifrons Sars in Harding, 1961: 43.

TYPE LOCALITY. Sirkels Vlei near Cape Point, Western Cape, Republic of South Africa (approximately 34°16'S,
18°35'E, altitude about 100 m.a.s.l.). The holotype and five
paratypes were collected in 09.i.1957 by A. D. Harrison &
B.R. Allanson, and determined by Harding [1961] as I.
acutifrons. Two females on slides from the same locality
were obtained from Prof. N.N. Smirnov.

MATERIAL. Holotype: an adult parthenogenetic , 740 µm,
in 95% alcohol, NHM 1959.7.9.81, deposited at the Natural
History Museum, London, United Kingdom. Label of the
holotype: Ilyocryptus africanus sp. nov., 1 parth. fem. from
Sirkels Vlei near Cape Point, Western Cape, Republic of South
Africa, HOLOTYPE. Paratypes: 21 parthenogenetic  (excluded from the tube NHM 1959.7.9.81), new number NHM
2005.242-251; 2 parthenogenetic  from the type locality,
coll. in 1981 by A.J.C. Gardiner, slides MGU Ml 35 and 36,
deposited at the Zoological Museum of Moscow State University, Russia.

DIAGNOSIS OF PARTHENOGENETIC FEMALE.
Body triangular-ovoid (BH/BL = 0.740.83), dorsal margin
almost straight, postero-dorsal angle expressed (Fig. 29),
body moderately compressed laterally (BW/BL = 0.520.57),
dorsal keel low and thick, moulting incomplete. Head of
medium length for the genus (HL/BL = 0.290.33), with
convex ventral margin supplied with a pedestal for antennae
I, relatively thick denticles near base of labrum (Fig. 30),
compound eye relatively small (ED = 2025 µm); in dorsal
view head shield wide (HW/BL = about 0.36). Valve large
(VL/BL = 0.760.83), with fine reticulation and marginal
setae not too numerous as in previous species (NE = 5659).
Five anteriormost setae protruding sparsely and, posteriorly
to them, a bunch (NB = 34; AV/BL = 0.140.18) closely
located setae (Fig. 31). Each seta at ventral margin plumose

(Fig. 32) (PV/BL = 0.110.15), while each seta at posterior
margin (NS = 3034) supplied with a series of spine-like
setules decreasing in size distally, while its distal portion
with minute setules or naked (Fig. 33). Postabdomen (PL/
BL = 0.480.52; PH/PL = 0.460.53) with height maximal
in middle (Figs 34, 35), numerous delicate spinules on internal wall of anus (Fig. 36), AN = 0.190.22. Preanal margin
long (PR/PL = 0.650.72), with a row of regularly distributed, relatively long, straight teeth (NT = 1416), prominent at
approximately right angle with the margin (except of
basalmost one) (Fig. 37), two-three distalmost teeth as rudimentary clusters. No spinules on lateral faces of postabdomen basally. Paired spines (NP = 79) start on postanal
margin and continue up to distal portion of preanal margin,
these spines in anus region very large (Fig. 34: psp), large
lateral setae markedly shorter than paired spines (NL = 56),
the proximalmost lateral seta located on anal margin (Fig.
34) or distalmost region of preanal margin (Fig. 35). Middle-sized setae (NM = 57), and rudimentary setae (NR = 6
12) varying in number. Postabdominal claw relatively long
(CL/PL = 0.410.47), no denticles in its distal and medium
parts (DD = 0). Distalmost spine on postabdominal claw
always shorter than basalmost one (DS/BS = 0.730.80). A
group of long setules at claw base ventrally (Fig. 38, arrow).
Postabdominal seta as long as body, or somewhat shorter,
SN/PL = 1.401.55, its basal segment (BA/SN = 0.360.42)
with numerous short hairs. Antenna relatively I short (Figs.
30, 39) (AL/BL = 0.170.19; DA/AL = 0.200.22), although markedly longer than that in I. martensi sp.n., its
proximal segment (PS/AL = 0.200.24) with a rudimentary
finger-like projection (Fig. 39, arrow), and low hillocks;
distal segment with rows of denticles, which are not too
strong as in I. martensi sp.n.; distal end with concentric row
of relatively strong hillocks. Antenna II (SL/BL = 0.35
0.45) with two sensory setae with lengths different in threefour times on its coxal part (Figs 4041). Distal sensory seta
long (Fig. 42), although not too long as that in I. martensi
sp.n., distal burrowing spine relatively short, robust (Fig.
43). All apical swimming setae relatively short (SW/BL =
0.350.45), although longer that those in I. martensi sp.n.,
their distal segments without hooks on tips, asymmetrically
setulated, but style of armature very different in different
setae of exopod and endopod (Figs 4448, corresponding
with the same numbers on Fig. 40). Proximal lateral swimming seta shorter than distal one (PX/DI = 0.650.83), both
symmetrically armed basally and distally with long, rare
setules (Figs 49, 50). Apical spine of exopod (Fig. 51)
longer than apical spine of endopod (Fig. 52), AS/AP =
1.211.33. Spine on second segment of exopod as long as
half of third segment (SE/TH = 0.560.62). A single, large,
unilaterally setulated seta on outer distal lobe of limb I. Two
ejector hooks, a large, bisegmented seta near them. Limb VI
with continuous row of long setules along inner margin
subdivided into six bunches. Size 560740 µm in accessible
material (n = 6, the range clearly underestimated).
Ephippial female, male. Unknown.
ETYMOLOGY. The epitheton refers to the continent
from which the species was first found, Africa.
DIFFERENTIAL DIAGNOSIS. Only two other species
with a subdistal anus were known from the southern hemisphere: I. brevidentatus Ekman, 1905 from Subantarctic
Islands and southernmost portion of South America, and I.
smirnovi Kotov & Timms, 1998 from Australia. Both are
obviously related with I. martensi sp.n. and I. africanus
sp.n. But, in contrast to the latter pair of species, the African
pair has significantly longer antenna I, with distal segment
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Figs 2938. Ilyocryptus africanus sp.n., parthenogenetic  from Sirkels Vlei near Cape Point, Republic of South Africa,
collected in 09.i.1957 by A. D. Harrison & B. R. Allanson (2934, 3638) and collected in 1981 by A. J. C. Gardiner (35): 29 
lateral view; 30  head in lateral view; 31  setae at anterior portion of valve; 32, 33  setae at ventral and posterior margin of
valve; 34, 35  postabdomen; 36  anus, internal view; 37  preanal margin; 38  postabdominal claw. Scale 100 µm.
Ðèñ. 2938. Ilyocryptus africanus sp.n., ïàðòåíîãåíåòè÷åñêàÿ  èç Ñèðêåëñ Âëåé, îêîëî Êåéï Ïîíò, Þæíîàôðèêàíñêàÿ
Ðåñïóáëèêà, Àôðèêà, ñîáðàííàÿ 09.01.1957 À. Ä. Ãàððèñîíîì è Á. Ð. Àëëàíñîíîì (2934, 3638) è ñîáðàííàÿ À. Äæ.
Ãàðäèíåðîì (35): 29  âèä ñáîêó; 30  ãîëîâà ñáîêó; 31  ùåòèíêè â ïåðåäíåé ÷àñòè âåíòðàëüíîãî êðàÿ; 32, 33  ùåòèíêè
íà áðþøíîì è çàäíåì êðàå ñòâîðêè; 34, 35  ïîñòàáäîìåí; 36  àíóñ; 37  ïðåàíàëüíûé êðàé; 38  ïîñòàáäîìèíàëüíûé
êîãîòîê. Ìàñøòàá 100 ìêì.
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Figs 3952. Ilyocryptus africanus sp.n., parthenogenetic  from Sirkels Vlei, collected in 09.i.1957 by A. D. Harrison & B. R.
Allanson: 39  antenna I in anterior view; 40  antenna II in anterior view; 41  sensory setae on coxal part; 42, 43  distal
sensory seta and distal burrowing spine on basal segment; 4448  apical swimming setae; 49, 50  basal and distal lateral setae;
51  exopod; 52  apical spine of endopod. Scale 100 µm.
Ðèñ. 3952. Ilyocryptus africanus sp.n., ïàðòåíîãåíåòè÷åñêàÿ  èç Ñèðêåëñ Âëåé, ñîáðàííàÿ 09.01.1957 À. Ä. Ãàððèñîíîì è Á.
Ð. Àëëàíñîíîì: 39  àíòåííà I, âèä ñïåðåäè; 40  àíòåííà II, âèä ñïåðåäè; 41  ÷óâñòâèòåëüíàÿ ùåòèíêà íà êîêñå; 42, 43 
äèñòàëüíàÿ ÷óâñòâèòåëüíàÿ ùåòèíêà è äèñòàëüíûé øèï íà áàçàëüíîì ÷ëåíèêå àíòåííû II; 4448  àïèêàëüíûå ïëàâàòåëüíûå
ùåòèíêè; 49, 50  áàçàëüíàÿ è äèñòàëüíàÿ ëàòåðàëüíûå ùåòèíêè; 51  ýêçîïîäèò; 52  àïèêàëüíûé øèï íà ýíäîïîäèòå.
Ìàñøòàá 100 ìêì.

lacking of any denticles or spinules, and row of paired
spines only reaching distalmost portion of postanal margin
of the postabdomen. In addition, I. smirnovi has no fingerlike projection on basal segment of antenna I. Differences
between I. martensi sp.n. and I. africanus sp.n. are represented in Table 1.
Based on the following characters: subdistal anus, row
of paired spines occupying distal portion of preanal margin
of postabdomen, short antenna I, with distal segment armed
with rows of denticles and concentric row of hillocks at its
distal end, the new species seem to be closely related to
Mexican I. nevadensis Cervantes-Martínez, Gutiérrez-Aguirre & Elías-Gutiérrez, 2000. But I. africanus sp.n. differs
from the latter in having numerous spine-like setules on
each seta at the valve posterior margin, long preanal teeth,
longer antenna I and symmetrically armed distal segments of
lateral swimming setae. I. martensi sp.n. is more similar to I.
nevadensis, but the latter has all preanal teeth rudimentary

and clustered, no finger-like projection on basal segment of
antenna I, no long setules on distal segments of lateral
swimming setae, and relatively long setules on distal segment of the large seta, located on limb I near ejector hooks
(see Cervantes-Martínez et al. [2000]).
DISTRIBUTION. I. africanus sp.n. is known only from
the type locality. This is apparently a rare species.

Discussion
Ilyocryptus vitali Chirkova, 1982 and I. spinosus
tifter, 1988, the species with incomplete moulting and
a subdistal anus from the Northern Hemisphere, are
relatively rare and found only in northern portion of
Europe [Chirkova, 1984; tifter, 1988]. Both are unknown from Asia. Kotov et al. [2002b] found I. cf.
spinosus in British Columbia, Canada, but a conclu-
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Table 1. Morphological differences between I. martensi sp.n. and I. africanus sp.n.
Òàáëèöà 1. Ìîðôîëîãè÷åñêèå ðàçëè÷èÿ ìåæäó I. martensi sp.n. è I. africanus sp.n.
I. martensi sp.n.

I. africanus sp.n.

A single, robust spine on base of seta at posterior margin

+

-

Number of preanal teeth (including clusters of small teeth)

16-21

14-16

Teeth on basal portion of preanal portion of postabdomen long

-

+

Distal 1/3-1/2 of preanal portion occupied with clusters of small teeth

+

-

9-13

7-9

Both paired spines and lateral setae short

+

-

Numerous setules on internal wall of anus

-

+

Basalmost spine on base of postabdominal claw markedly longer than distalmost one

-

+

0.25-0.26

0.20-0.22

Antenna I with numerous and relatively large denticles

+

-

Distal sensory seta on basal segment of antenna II long

+

-

Apical swimming setae of endopod setulated in different styles

-

+

Lateral swimming setae armed asymmetrically

+

-

Character

Number of large paired spines

Antenna I diameter/length

sion of its conspecifity with true (European) I. spinosus
will be possible only after a detailed redescription of
the latter. The third congener from Northern Hemisphere, I. nevadensis, is found only in a single crater,
and may be a micro-endemic. All species with incomplete moulting and a subdistal anus from the Southern
Hemisphere are also endemics, or highly restricted in
their distributions. It seems to us that all these species
are remainders of a large group, which had a very wide,
if not cosmopolitan, distribution in the past (in the
Lower Mesozoic?).
It is a remarkable fact that mountain regions are
localities with endemic ilyocryptids, such as I. nevadensis, I. martensi sp.n., or I. denticulatus Delachaux,
1919. We think that further investigations of mountain faunas, especially in South America, Africa and
Asia, will result in the finding of other species new to
science.
Ilyocryptids are quite common animals in large water bodies of all continents, including large lakes located in high altitudes [Harding, 1955; Smirnov, 1976].
The present article deals with the first description of
Ilyocryptus from rockpools. Different (and sometimes
very specific) anomopods were found in granite pools
from different continents [Ranta, 1982; Frey, 1993;
Smirnov & Bayly, 1995], but no ilyocryptids have
been recorded previously from rockpools. Perhaps, I.
martensi sp.n. is a specialised inhabitant of this type of
water body, and, due to the rare sampling of rockpools
it was not found previously.
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