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ABSTRACT. The first records of Scutigera co-
leoptrata (Linnaeus, 1758) in Belarus are provided,
one in the city of Brest and the other in the city of
Gomel. Both records are clearly synathropic.

РЕЗЮМЕ. Приведены сведения о первых на-
ходках Scutigera coleoptrata (Linnaeus, 1758) в Бе-
ларуси, одна в городе Бресте, а вторая в городе
Гомеле. Обе находки явно синантропные.

The centipede fauna of Belarus is still poorly-known.
Altogether, only eight species have hitherto been re-
corded in the country, including five Lithobiomorpha
and three Geophilomorpha [Maksimova, 2014]. The
chilopods have solely been reported from natural habi-
tats. As regards the anthropogenic habitats in Belarus,
we can add here the house centipede, Scutigera co-
leoptrata (Linnaeus, 1758).

The order Scutigeromorpha, and the family Scuti-
geridae it belongs to, are both distributed almost world-
wide, occurring on all continents except Antarctica, on
all major islands and many oceanic archipelagos; nu-
merous records refer to introduced populations of S.
coleoptrata [Bonato, Zapparoli, 2011].

S. coleoptrata is a synanthropic species which is
most common indoors in cities. Active expansions of
the species into Ukraine and Russia have been ob-
served over the last two decades [Merzlikin, 2013;
Nefediev et al., 2016].

This species was first recorded in southeastern Be-
larus in the early 2000’s in the cellar of a house in the
city of Gomel. The house centipede has recently been
found also in the city of Brest [O.I. Borodin, pers.
comm., 2015] (Fig. 1).

S. coleoptrata becomes an increasingly ordinary,
no longer rare, synanthropic species in Belarus. This
species is listed in the Red Data Book of Ukraine
[Tarashchuk, 2009], in the red data books of the Dnepro-
petrovsk [Brigadirenko, 2011] and Kharkiv regions

[Bartenev, 2013], as well as of the city of Kramatorsk,
Donetsk Region, all in Ukraine [Vysochin, 2010].

References

Bartenev O.F. 2013. [The house centipede, Scutigera coleoptrata
(Linnaeus, 1758)] // Shandikov G.A., Atemasova T.A. (eds.).
Chervona kniga Kharkivskoy oblasti. Tvarinniy svit [Red Data
Book of the Kharkiv Region of Ukraine. Animal world].
Kharkiv: V.N. Karazin Kharkiv National University. P.55 [in
Ukrainian].

Bonato L., Zapparoli M. 2011. Chilopoda – Geographical distribu-
tion // Minelli A. (ed.). Treatise on Zoology – Anatomy, Tax-
onomy, Biology. The Myriapoda. Vol.1. Leiden–Boston: Brill.
P.327–337.

Brigadirenko V.V. 2011. [The house centipede, Scutigera coleop-
trata (Linnaeus, 1758)] // Pahomov O.E. (ed.). Chervona kni-
ga Dnipropetrovskoy oblasti. Tvarinniy svit [The Red Book of

The first records of Scutigera coleoptrata (Linnaeus, 1758)
(Chilopoda: Scutigeromorpha: Scutigeridae) from Belarus

Î ïåðâûõ íàõîäêàõ Scutigera coleoptrata (Linnaeus, 1758)
(Chilopoda: Scutigeromorpha: Scutigeridae) â Áåëàðóñè

A.M. Ostrovsky
À.Ì. Îñòðîâñêèé

Gomel State Medical University, Lange str. 5, Gomel, 246000 Republic of Belarus. E-mail: Arti301989@mail.ru
Гомельский государственный медицинский университет, ул. Ланге 5, Гомель, 246000 Республика Беларусь.

KEY WORDS: Scutigera coleoptrata, faunistics, synathropy, Belarus.
КЛЮЧЕВЫЕ СЛОВА: Scutigera coleoptrata, фаунистика, cинантропия, Беларусь.

Fig. 1. Collecting localities of Scutigera coleoptrata (Linnaeus,
1758) in Belarus.

Рис. 1. Места находок Scutigera coleoptrata (Linnaeus, 1758)
в Беларуси.
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