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ABSTRACT. Simon (1864) described seven fami‑
ly‑group names and 13 tribe‑group names. The present 
article argues that, under the ICZN Code, these names 
are available despite their French endings. Consequently, 
Simon’s names that are senior synonyms have priority 
over later ones. The authorship of the following family 
names should be corrected: Filistatidae Simon, 1864 (not 
Ausserer, 1867); Segestriidae Simon, 1864 (not Simon, 
1893); Anyphaenidae Simon, 1864 (not Bertkau, 1878); 
Tetragnathidae Simon, 1864 (not Menge, 1866); Hersi‑
liidae Simon, 1864 (not Thorell, 1869); Philodromidae 
Simon, 1864 (not Thorell, 1870); Dolomedidae Simon, 
1864 (not Simon, 1876). These changes do not affect 
stability, as only the citation of authorship changes, not 
the family names themselves. Two of Simon’s names, 
Myrméciformes and Phalangoïdiens, are unavailable.
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РЕЗЮМЕ. Э. Симон [Simon, 1864] описал семь 
семейств и 13 триб. В настоящей статье показано, что 
согласно ICZN Code эти названия являются пригодны‑
ми (available) несмотря на их французские окончания. 
Следовательно, старшие синонимы среди названий 
Симона имеют приоритет над более поздними на‑
званиями. Авторство следующих названий семейств 
должно быть исправлено: Filistatidae Simon, 1864 (не 
Ausserer, 1867); Segestriidae Simon, 1864 (не Simon, 
1893); Anyphaenidae Simon, 1864 (не Bertkau, 1878); 
Tetragnathidae Simon, 1864 (не Menge, 1866); Hersiliidae 
Simon, 1864 (не Thorell, 1869); Philodromidae Simon, 
1864 (не Thorell, 1870); Dolomedidae Simon, 1864 
(не Simon, 1876). Эти изменения не влияют на ста‑
бильность, поскольку меняется только цитирование 
авторства, а не сами названия семейств. Два названия 
Симона — Myrméciformes и Phalangoïdiens — являют‑
ся непригодными (unavailable).

In his 1864 work, E. Simon described seven families 
and 13 tribes. Several of them are senior synonyms of 
currently used family names. Two family-group names, 
Myrméciformes Simon, 1864 and Phalangoïdiens Simon, 
1864, are not based on available generic names and 
therefore do not satisfy the requirements for availability 
under the Code. The World Spider Catalog [WSC, 2026], 
following the tradition of the catalogs of Roewer [1942, 
1954a, b], Bonnet [1945–1961] and Platnick [1989–2014], 
does not recognize the family-group names proposed by 
Simon [1864] as available because they were published 
with French endings (“-iens”, “-ides”, etc.) rather than 
the Latinized suffix “-idea”. However, the question of 
availability under the ICZN Code is distinct from current 
catalog practice. A name may be available under the Code 
even if a catalog does not accept it as valid.

Roewer’s and Bonnet’s catalogs were written before 
the ICZN Code was published [1961]. Bonnet completed 
his last volume in 1961, the same year the first edition 
of the Code appeared. Neither Roewer nor Bonnet could 
follow rules that did not yet exist. Thus, the continued 
omission of Simon’s [1864] family-group names reflects 
a long-standing cataloging tradition, not a reassessment 
under the provisions of the current Code.

Under the current Code [ICZN, 1999]:
• Article 11.7.2 states that a family-group name first 

published before 1900 in a vernacular or non-latinized 
form is available if it was subsequently latinized and 
came into general use.

• Article 36.1 (the principle of coordination) means 
that a name published for a tribe is simultaneously es‑
tablished for the family rank with the same authorship 
and date. Under the Code, later introduction of a family-
group name at another rank does not create a new name 
but merely represents a different rank assignment for an 
already established family-group taxon.

• Article 26.3 allows correcting the termination of such 
names while keeping the original authorship and date.
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Therefore, Simon’s [1864] family-group names are 
available under Article 11.7.2, and those that are senior 
synonyms have priority over later names.

Moreover, Simon’s family-group names were not 
introduced as mere headings or incidental mentions. They 
were explicitly treated as valid taxa within a hierarchical 
classification and were accompanied by diagnoses, iden‑
tification keys, descriptions, illustrations, and included 
genera. In several cases, Simon’s treatment is more ex‑
tensive than that associated with some currently accepted 
family-group names of the same period. For example, 
family-group names such as Segestriidae and Filistatidae 
are regarded as available despite their original publication 
without formal diagnoses. Simon’s [1864] family-group 
names therefore fully satisfy the historical criteria tradi‑
tionally applied to family-group nomenclature. 

Evidence that Simon’s names were immediately 
recognized as family-group taxa is provided by Thorell 
[1869], who introduced the latinized name Hersilioidae 
while explicitly referring to Simon’s Herseliens. This 
demonstrates that contemporary arachnologists inter‑
preted Simon’s French-form names as family-group 
names rather than as informal vernacular designations.

Changing authorship or year does not affect stability. 
The name of the family remains exactly the same (e.g., 
Hersiliidae, Segestriidae, Filistatidae). Only the citation 
changes. The WSC [2026] itself has changed authorship 
in other cases (e.g., Clubionidae from Wagner, 1887 to 
Simon, 1878) without any instability.

A further argument is that the original termination 
of a family-group name is not, by itself, a criterion of 
availability. Throughout the 19th century, family-group 
names were commonly published with vernacular or 
otherwise non-standard endings in different European 
languages. Under the current Code, such names are not 
treated as unavailable; instead, their endings are to be 
corrected while retaining the original authorship and 
date. Consequently, the French endings employed by 
Simon [1864] cannot invalidate names that were other‑
wise properly established.

Subsequent adoption of Simon’s names in corrected 
Latinized form constitutes recognition of the same family-
group taxa rather than the establishment of new names. 
The later spellings Filistatidae, Segestriidae, Hersiliidae 
and others are therefore corrected forms of Simon’s origi‑

nal names, not independent nomenclatural acts creating 
new family-group names.

It should also be noted that, prior to the Principle of 
Coordination introduced by the Code, different family-
group ranks were often attributed to different authors and 
dates. Many authors therefore regarded a family name as 
having a different authorship from a tribe based on the 
same stem. Such historical practice cannot override the 
provisions of the current Code, which explicitly unifies 
family-group nomenclature and authorship across ranks.

The family-group names proposed by Simon [1864] 
that are senior synonyms of currently used names, to‑
gether with their authorship according to the World Spi‑
der Catalog and the authorship required under the ICZN 
Code, are summarized in Table 1.
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