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Availability and priority of Simon’s (1864) family-group names

IIpurogHocTsh U NpUOPUTET HA3BaAHMU rpynnbl ceMeiicTBa J. Cumona (1864)

Yuri M. Marusik'?, Recep Sulhi Ozkiitiik®
FO.M. Mapycuk'?, P.C. O3k0TIOK®

! Institute for Biological Problems of the North, FEB RAS, Portovaya Str. 18, Magadan 685000Russia.

2 Department of Zoology & Entomology, University of the Free State, Bloemfontein, South Africa.

3 Department of Biology, Faculty of Science, Eskisehir Technical University, TR-26470 Eskisehir, Turkey.
! MuctutyT 6nonornuecknx mpodiem Cesepa, IBO PAH, yi. [Toprosas 18, Maramaun 685000 Poccust.
Yuri M. Marusik: yurmar@mail.ru https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4499-5148

Recep Sulhi Ozkiitiik: sozkutuk@eskisehir.edu.tr https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5030-3008

KEY WORDS: Araneae, Aranei, authorship, tribe, nomenclature, ICZN, WSC, stability.
KJIFOUEBBIE CJIOBA: Araneae, Aranei, aBTopcTBO, TprOa, BaIuIHOCTh, HOMeHKIarypa, MK3H, WSC, cra-

OMIIBHOCTb.

ABSTRACT. Simon (1864) described seven fami-
ly-group names and 13 tribe-group names. The present
article argues that, under the ICZN Code, these names
are available despite their French endings. Consequently,
Simon’s names that are senior synonyms have priority
over later ones. The authorship of the following family
names should be corrected: Filistatidae Simon, 1864 (not
Ausserer, 1867); Segestriidae Simon, 1864 (not Simon,
1893); Anyphaenidae Simon, 1864 (not Bertkau, 1878);
Tetragnathidae Simon, 1864 (not Menge, 1866); Hersi-
liidae Simon, 1864 (not Thorell, 1869); Philodromidae
Simon, 1864 (not Thorell, 1870); Dolomedidae Simon,
1864 (not Simon, 1876). These changes do not affect
stability, as only the citation of authorship changes, not
the family names themselves. Two of Simon’s names,
Myrméciformes and Phalangoidiens, are unavailable.
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PE3IOME. 3. Cumon [Simon, 1864] onwucan cemb
cemeiicTB 1 13 Tpub. B HacTosimeli craTbe Noka3aHo, 4To
cormacHo ICZN Code 3T Ha3BaHUS SBISIOTCS TIPUTOTHEI-
MH (available) HecMOTps Ha BIX (PpaHITY3CKHE OKOHYAHUSI.
CrnemoBaTenbHO, CTapIiie CHHOHMMEI CpelIr Ha3BaHUH
CuMoHa MMEIOT MPHOPHUTET Haja Oojiee MO3AHUMH Ha-
3BaHUAMH. ABTOPCTBO CIEIYIONINX Ha3BaHUN CEMEHCTB
JOJKHO OBITh ueripapieHo: Filistatidae Simon, 1864 (He
Ausserer, 1867); Segestriidae Simon, 1864 (He Simon,
1893); Anyphaenidae Simon, 1864 (ae Bertkau, 1878);
Tetragnathidae Simon, 1864 (re Menge, 1866); Hersiliidae
Simon, 1864 (ue Thorell, 1869); Philodromidae Simon,
1864 (ue Thorell, 1870); Dolomedidae Simon, 1864
(ue Simon, 1876). ODT1 U3MEHEHUs HE BIMAIOT Ha CTa-
OMIBHOCTB, OCKOJIBKY MEHSIETCSI TOJIBKO IIUTHPOBAHHE
aBTOPCTBA, a HE CAMH Ha3BaHUs CeMEHCTB. [IBa Ha3BaHUA
Cumona — Myrméciformes u Phalangoidiens — stBrstrot-
s HenmpHuroaHbIME (unavailable).

In his 1864 work, E. Simon described seven families
and 13 tribes. Several of them are senior synonyms of
currently used family names. Two family-group names,
Myrméciformes Simon, 1864 and Phalangoidiens Simon,
1864, are not based on available generic names and
therefore do not satisfy the requirements for availability
under the Code. The World Spider Catalog [WSC, 2026],
following the tradition of the catalogs of Roewer [1942,
1954a, b], Bonnet [1945-1961] and Platnick [1989-2014],
does not recognize the family-group names proposed by
Simon [1864] as available because they were published
with French endings (“-iens”, “-ides”, etc.) rather than
the Latinized suffix “-idea”. However, the question of
availability under the ICZN Code is distinct from current
catalog practice. A name may be available under the Code
even if a catalog does not accept it as valid.

Roewer’s and Bonnet’s catalogs were written before
the ICZN Code was published [1961]. Bonnet completed
his last volume in 1961, the same year the first edition
of the Code appeared. Neither Roewer nor Bonnet could
follow rules that did not yet exist. Thus, the continued
omission of Simon’s [1864] family-group names reflects
a long-standing cataloging tradition, not a reassessment
under the provisions of the current Code.

Under the current Code [ICZN, 1999]:

* Article 11.7.2 states that a family-group name first
published before 1900 in a vernacular or non-latinized
form is available if it was subsequently latinized and
came into general use.

* Article 36.1 (the principle of coordination) means
that a name published for a tribe is simultaneously es-
tablished for the family rank with the same authorship
and date. Under the Code, later introduction of a family-
group name at another rank does not create a new name
but merely represents a different rank assignment for an
already established family-group taxon.

* Article 26.3 allows correcting the termination of such
names while keeping the original authorship and date.
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Table 1. Simon’s [1864] family-group names that are senior synonyms of currently used names and their authorship according

to the World Spider Catalog and the ICZN Code.

Tabmuua 1. HazBanus rpynmsl cemeiicTBa, npemioxkenHbie D. CumonoMm [Simon, 1864] u sBistomumecs cTapiiiMi CHHOHIMaMH
HBIHE HCIIOJIb3yeMbIX Ha3BaHMii: aBropcTBO cortacHo World Spider Catalog u MK3H.

Simon’s original name (1864) | Current family name | Author according to WSC Correct author & year according to
ICZN Code
Anyphaeniens Anyphaenidae Bertkau, 1878 Simon, 1864: 144
Dolomediens Dolomedidae Simon, 1876 Simon, 1864: 342
Filistatiens Filistatidae Ausserer, 1867 Simon, 1864: 94
Herseliens Hersiliidae Thorell, 1869 Simon, 1864: 342
Philodromiens Philodromidae Thorell, 1870 Simon, 1864: 393
Ségestriens Segestriidae Simon, 1893 Simon, 1864: 98
Tétragnathiens Tetragnathidae Menge, 1866 Simon, 1864: 244

Therefore, Simon’s [1864] family-group names are
available under Article 11.7.2, and those that are senior
synonyms have priority over later names.

Moreover, Simon’s family-group names were not
introduced as mere headings or incidental mentions. They
were explicitly treated as valid taxa within a hierarchical
classification and were accompanied by diagnoses, iden-
tification keys, descriptions, illustrations, and included
genera. In several cases, Simon’s treatment is more ex-
tensive than that associated with some currently accepted
family-group names of the same period. For example,
family-group names such as Segestriidae and Filistatidae
are regarded as available despite their original publication
without formal diagnoses. Simon’s [1864] family-group
names therefore fully satisfy the historical criteria tradi-
tionally applied to family-group nomenclature.

Evidence that Simon’s names were immediately
recognized as family-group taxa is provided by Thorell
[1869], who introduced the latinized name Hersilioidae
while explicitly referring to Simon’s Herseliens. This
demonstrates that contemporary arachnologists inter-
preted Simon’s French-form names as family-group
names rather than as informal vernacular designations.

Changing authorship or year does not affect stability.
The name of the family remains exactly the same (e.g.,
Hersiliidae, Segestriidae, Filistatidae). Only the citation
changes. The WSC [2026] itself has changed authorship
in other cases (e.g., Clubionidae from Wagner, 1887 to
Simon, 1878) without any instability.

A further argument is that the original termination
of a family-group name is not, by itself, a criterion of
availability. Throughout the 19th century, family-group
names were commonly published with vernacular or
otherwise non-standard endings in different European
languages. Under the current Code, such names are not
treated as unavailable; instead, their endings are to be
corrected while retaining the original authorship and
date. Consequently, the French endings employed by
Simon [1864] cannot invalidate names that were other-
wise properly established.

Subsequent adoption of Simon’s names in corrected
Latinized form constitutes recognition of the same family-
group taxa rather than the establishment of new names.
The later spellings Filistatidae, Segestriidae, Hersiliidae
and others are therefore corrected forms of Simon’s origi-

nal names, not independent nomenclatural acts creating
new family-group names.

It should also be noted that, prior to the Principle of
Coordination introduced by the Code, different family-
group ranks were often attributed to different authors and
dates. Many authors therefore regarded a family name as
having a different authorship from a tribe based on the
same stem. Such historical practice cannot override the
provisions of the current Code, which explicitly unifies
family-group nomenclature and authorship across ranks.

The family-group names proposed by Simon [1864]
that are senior synonyms of currently used names, to-
gether with their authorship according to the World Spi-
der Catalog and the authorship required under the ICZN
Code, are summarized in Table 1.
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