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First record of Parnassius apollo (Linnaeus, 1758) (Lepidoptera:
Papilionidae) from Chatkal Range, West Tian-Shan

Ïåðâàÿ íàõîäêà Parnassius apollo (Linnaeus, 1758) â ×àòêàëüñêîì
õðåáòå (Çàïàäíûé Òÿíü-Øàíü) (Lepidoptera: Papilionidae)
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Abstract. Parnassius apollo (Linnaeus, 1758), collected
from near Avletim village in the Chatkal Mountain Range,
West Tian-Shan, is new to West Tian-Shan.

Резюме. Parnassius apollo (Linnaeus, 1758) впервые
приводится из Чаткальского хребта (долина р. Авлетим
близ пос. Авлетим). Это первая достоверная находка дан-
ного вида на Западном Тянь-Шане.

Parnassius apollo (Linnaeus, 1758) (Apollo Butter-
fly) is an endangered species; in Kyrgyzstan it con-
firmed from only North Tian-Shan (mountain ridges
Kirghizsky, Terskey Ala-Too, Kungey Ala-Too and
Ketmen) [Korb, 2013]. From West Tian-Shan it was
known by two old and unclear records: «Ferghana»,
«westlichen Teil des Tianschan» [Stichel, 1907: 25, 36],
«W. Thianschan» [Bollow, 1929: 49]; not even one
exact locality was given and no records in the last 100
years are known. In fact, the second record [Bollow,
1929] is an iteration of the first one in a new edition of
the same book. Thus this species was indicated in West
Tian-Shan by Tshikolovets [2005: 91] in Talass Alatoo
Mts. with remark «Distribution in Talass Alatoo… re-
quires clarification».

In the beginning of August 2021 a population of this
species found in Chatkal Range near the village Av-
letim. Due to its status (restricted for collecting; the
species is in the CITES list and in the IUCN Red Data
Book) [IUCN, 2021], the species only photographed but
not collected. In its locality it is not rare.

The species recorded visually and photographed.

Results
Parnassius apollo (Linnaeus, 1758)

Fig. 1.
Material. Kyrgyzstan: Dzhalal-Abad Province, Chatkal

distr., Avletim river valley; 41°42'32" N, 71°52'7" E; 1200–
1500 m; 8.VIII.2021; obs. Gamal Soronkulov; photographed
in nature.

Discussion
According P. apollo distribution described by

Tshikolovets [2005: 91, map], two unconfirmed locali-
ties in West Tian-Shan are known. One of them is Aksu-
Dzhabagly Nature Reserve in Kazakhstan, and the dis-
tance between this locality and the new one is at least
120 km. The second old unconfirmed locality is in Ta-
lass Alatoo Mts. northwards of Toktogul reservoir and
the distance between the new locality and the old one is
also about 120 km.

The closely located confirmed localities are in the
northern slope of Kirghizsky Mts. near Kara-Balta town;
the distance between new locality and the closest con-
firmed one is about 250 km.

Fig. 1. Parnassius apollo (Linnaeus, 1758). 8.08.2021,
Avletim valley near Avletim village, Chatkal Ridge. Photo by:
Gamal Soronkulov.

Ðèñ. 1. Parnassius apollo (Linnaeus, 1758). 8.08.2021,
Àâëåòèìñêàÿ äîëèíà, îêð. ä. Àâëåòèì, ×àòêàëüñêèé õðåáåò.
Ôîòî Ãàìàëÿ Ñîðîíêóëîâà.
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The probable reason that this species was not found
on the territory of West Tian-Shan is its biology. Apol-
lo butterfly lives in the middle mountains, usually up to
2200 m; moreover, this species is local. Most of the
lepidopterological expeditions that worked in the West
Tian-Shan visited high-mountain passes (above 2500
m) or places where this species cannot occur (arid local-
ities of Ala-Buka, Kara-Buura, Chatkal, etc.).
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