
© EUROASIAN ENTOMOLOGICAL
 JOURNAL, 2021

Евразиатский энтомол. журнал 20(6): 338–342
 doi: 10.15298/euroasentj.20.6.07

First description of the female of Evippa caucasica
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Abstract. Evippa caucasica Marusik, Guseinov et Ko-
ponen, 2003, known only from the holotype male collected
from Azerbaijan (Gobustan), is here described from the fe-
male of this species for the first time; its diagnosis, habitus
illustrations of both sexes, male palp and female copulatory
organs, and a distributional map are provided.

Резюме. Evippa caucasica Marusik, Guseinov et
Koponen, 2003 описана по самцу из Азербайджана. В
статье мы впервые описываем самку этого вида, приво-
дим диагноз самки, иллюстрации габитусов обоих полов,
пальпы самца и копулятивных органов самки и карту
распространения.

Introduction
The genus Evippa Simon, 1882 contains 37 species

[World Spider Catalog, 2021]. African members of the
genus were revised by Alderweireldt [1991]. Later, two
species were described from eastern Kazakhstan by
Eskov and Marusik [1995] (E. sibirica Marusik, 1995)
and China by Chen, Song and Kim [1998] (E. lugubris
Chen, Song et Kim, 1998). Marusik et al. [2003] provided
information on 10 Evippa species, among which six
from Middle Asia were illustrated. Moreover, two spe-
cies from Azerbaijan were described, E. caucasica from
the male and E. apsheronica from the female. The latter
species name was recently synonymized with Halo-
cosa cereipes (L. Koch, 1878) by Azarkina and Tril-
ikauskas [2019]. In this paper we are providing a de-
scription of the female of E. caucasica for the first time,

illustrations of the habitus of both sexes, male palp and
female copulatory organs, and a distributional map
(Figs 1– 12).

Material and methods
The specimens used in this study have been depos-

ited in the Institute of Systematics and Ecology of
Animals SB RAS, Novosibirsk, Russia (ISEA, curator
G.N. Azarkina). Specimens were studied in 70 %  etha-
nol and their coloration refers to that of preserved spec-
imens. All drawings were made with the aid of a reticular
eyepiece attached to a MBS–10 stereomicroscope at
ISEA. Photographs of preserved specimens were taken
with a Canon EOS 550D camera attached to a Zeiss
Stemi 2000–C stereomicroscope at ISEA. After photos
and drawings were taken, parts were placed in microvials
and stored with specimens. The drawings were edited
in Adobe Photoshop CS5.

Abbreviation used in the text: d — dorsal; EW  —
epigynal wings; Fm  — femur; Mt  — metatarsus; pr  —
prolateral; Pt  — patella; R  — receptacula; RS  —
receptacula stem; rt  — retrolateral; S  — septum; Tb  —
tibia; v  — ventral. The sequence of leg segments in
measurement data is as follows: femur + patella + tibia +
metatarsus + tarsus (total). All measurements are in
millimetres (mm). Terminology follows Alderweireldt
[1991], Zyuzin [1993], and Azarkina, Trilikauskas [2019].
The distributional map was compiled using the online
mapping software SimpleMappr [Shorthouse, 2010].
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Figs 1–7. Evippa caucasica Marusik, Guseinov et Koponen, 2003: 1–2 — male habitus, dorsal view (1 — holotype, 2 — newly
collected specimen); 3 — female habitus, same; 4 — leg I, male, prolateral view; 5 — same, female; 6 — male’s carapace, lateral
view; 7 — epigyne, ventral view. Scale bars 1 mm.

Ðèñ. 1–7. Evippa caucasica Marusik, Guseinov et Koponen, 2003: 1–2 — ãàáèòóñ ñàìöà, äîðñàëüíî (1 — ãîëîòèï, 2 —
ñàìåö èç íîâûõ ñáîðîâ); 3 — ãàáèòóñ ñàìêè, òî æå; 4 — íîãà I ñàìöà, ïðîëàòåðàëüíî; 5 — òî æå, ñàìêà; 6 — êàðàïàêñ ñàìöà,
ëàòåðàëüíî; 7 — ýïèãèíà, âåíòðàëüíî. Ìàñøòàáíàÿ ëèíåéêà 1 ìì.
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Taxonomy
Aranei

Lycosidae
Evippinae Zyuzin, 1985

Evippa Simon, 1882
Evippa caucasica Marusik, Guseinov et Koponen, 2003

Figs 1–12.
Evippa caucasica Marusik, Guseinov et Koponen, 2003:

52, Fig. 4–6 (D#, examined).
Material. Holotype — # (ZMMU, Ta–7664) Azerbaijan,

Gobustan [= Qobustan], Beyuk-dash Mt., c. 40°05’N, 49°25’E,
15.04.2001, leg. E.F. Huseynov; 1#, 1$ (ISEA, 001.8832)
Azerbaijan, Gobustan [= Qobustan], vicinity of Beyuk-dash
Mt., c. 40°06' N, 49°22' E, 6–12.05.2010, leg. E.F. Huseynov,
T.V. Nuruyeva.

Diagnosis. For the male see Marusik et al. [2003]. In the
conformation of the copulatory organs, the female of

Figs. 8–11. Evippa caucasica Marusik, Guseinov, Koponen, 2003: 8 — male palp, ventral view; 9 — epigyne, ventral view;
10 — vulva, dorsal view; 11 — scheme of insemination ducts. Scale bars 0.1 mm

Ðèñ. 8–11. Evippa caucasica Marusik, Guseinov, Koponen, 2003: 8 — ïàëüïà ñàìöà, âåíòðàëüíî; 9 — ýïèãèíà, âåíòðàëüíî;
10 — âóëüâà, äîðñàëüíî; 11 — ñõåìà îïëîäîòâîðèòåëüíûõ êàíàëüöåâ. Ìàñøòàáíàÿ ëèíåéêà 0,1 ìì.

E. caucasica resembles that of E. schenkeli Šternbergs, 1979
but differs in having the short and wide stem of receptaculae
(Fig. 10), which are longer and thinner in E. schenkeli [Marusik
et al., 2003: Fig. 27]; the thinner triangle septum and the
wider epigynal wings (Fig. 9) compared to the shovel-shaped
septum and thin epigynal wings in E. schenkeli [Marusik et
al., 2003: Fig. 26]. The female of E. caucasica has almost a
uniform body colouration (Fig. 3), while E. schenkeli has two
longitudinal brown stripes on the light coloured carapace and
abdomen, with a clearly visible pattern [Marusik et al., 2003:
Fig. 25].

Description. Female: Total length 8.70 mm. Carapace
3.50 long, 2.65 wide, dark gray-brown, covered with fine
white short setae. Sternum dark brown, covered with white
short setae. Labium and endites brown, pale apically. Cheli-
cerae brown, covered with long strong brown setae. Cymbi-
um brownish yellow, with long sparse brown setae. Abdo-
men 4.20 long, 3.05 wide, gray-brown, without well visible
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Fig 12. Distribution of Evippa caucasica: red dot — Holotype locality.
Ðèñ. 12. Ðàñïðîñòðàíåíèå Evippa caucasica: êðàñíàÿ òî÷êà — ëîêàëèòåò ãîëîòèïà.

Male: See Marusik et al., 2003.
Distribution. Endemic of eastern Azerbaijan (Fig. 12).

femur patella tibia metatarsus tarsus total 

I 2.75 1.20 2.20 2.00 1.35 9.50 

II 2.55 1.30 2.35 2.18 1.20 9.58 

III 2.65 1.25 2.25 2.20 1.20 9.55 

IV 4.00 1.40 2.90 3.90 2.80 15.05 
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pattern, with berely visible two longitudinal rows of 5 pairs
of brown parches, covered with short white setae. Spinnerets
yellow. Book-lung covers grayish brown. All legs yellow,
with brown patches and semi-ring basally and distally. Cop-
ulatory organs as in Figs 7, 9–11: epigyne almost equal in
length and width; central septum triangle, with broad epigy-
nal wings around two epigynal atria. Vulva with two big
rounded receptacles. Copulatory openings located at the
bottom half of epigyne.

Length of leg segments:

Female leg setation:

femur tibia tibia metatarsus 

I d 3, pr 2, rl 2 d 2, pr 1, rl 1 v 5, pr 2, rl 2 v 3, pr 1 

II d 3, pr 2, rl 2 d 2, pr 1, rl 1 v 5, pr 2, rl 2 v 3, pr 1 

III d 3, pr 2, rl 2 d 2, pr 1, rl 1 d 2, pr 2, rl 2, v 2 pr 3, rl 2, v 2 

IV d 3, pr 2, rl 2 d 2, pr 1, rl 1 d 2, pr 2, rl 2, v 2 d 2, pr 3, rl 2, v 2 
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