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New records of Ptychoptera peusi Joost, 1974
(Diptera: Ptychopteridae) from the Caucasus
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ABSTRACT: Ptychoptera peusi Joost, 1974 was
described from the Central Caucasus and has never been
found anywhere else. In this article new records from
the Karachaevo-Cherkessiya and Krasnodar Prov. of
Russia as well as from Avadkhara, Bakhmaro and
Borzhomi of Georgia are given.

PE3IOME: Ptychoptera peusi Joost, 1974 Opura
onucana ¢ Llenrpansnoro Kaskasa. JIpyrue ykazanus
Ha HaXOJXKJIeHHEe TOro Buja Ha KaBkase OTCYTCTBYIOT.

B pabote mpuBOASTCS HOBBIE JAaHHBIC O Haxonkax P.
peusi u3 KapaugaeBo-Uepkeccun n KpacnHomapckoro
xpas (Poccus) a taxxe u3 Apaaxapa, baxmapo u bop-
xomu (I'py3us).

Introduction

Ptychopteridae is small family of Nematocera fly
with 23 species from the Palaearctic [Krzeminski &
Zwick, 1993]. Ptychopteridae fauna of the Caucasus is

O —a
‘—b

Y-

~

S R S N

SR

Fig. 1. Localities of Ptychoptera peusi on the Caucasus. a — new records, b — type locality. Russia: 1 — i(abardino—Balkariya;
2 — Karachaevo-Cherkessiya; 3 — Krasnodar Prov,; Georgia: 4 — Abkhaziya, Avadkhara; 5— Bakhmaro; 6 — canyon Banis-Khevi

near Borzhomi.

Puc. 1. Mecronaxoskaerme Ptychoptera peusi na Kaskase. a — HoBble MecTOHaxOkAeHMe, 6 — Tunosast mectocTs. Pocens: 1 —
Kabapanno-Baakapns; 2 — Kapauaepo-Ueprecens; 3 — Kpacuoaapekmii kpait. [pysus: 4 — AGxasms, Asasxapa; 5 — Baxmapo; 6 —

yigease Bammc-Xesn 6am3 Bopsromm.
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included four species from genus Ptychoptera— P.peusi
Joost, 1974; P.contaminata (Linnaeus, 1758); P.lacustris
Meigen, 1830 and P.alina Krzeminski et Zwick, 1993.
Joost [1974] described P.peusi from upper part of river
Baksan (Central Caucasus) and has never been found
anywhere else.

The material for this paper is based on studying the
collections of Zoological Institute of Russian Academy
of Science, St. Peterburg.

MATERIAL EXAMINED. Russia, Karachaevo-Cherkesiya: 1 &
— Teberda zapovednik, 1300 m, 16.05.1964 (K.B. Gorodkov leg.);
Krasnodar Prov., Apsheronsk Distr: 6 0'0" — river Mezmayka,
Kamyshanova Polyana, h-1200 m, 11.06—12.06.2004 (N.M. Para-
monov leg.); Georgia: 1 0" — canyon Banis-Khevi, near Borzhomi,
2706.1958 (V.N. Kurnakov leg); 1 & — Bakhmaro, 15.07.1961
(AK. Zagulyaev leg); 11 0'G" — Abhaziya, Avadkhara, 1600—
2000 m, 5-14.06.1980 (AK. Zagulyaev leg.).

According to these new records from the Main Cau-
casus range, I define the range of P.peusi as mountain
Central-Northcaucasus or subalpine West-Caucasus
(Fig. 1). All material has been collected from altitude
1200-2500 metre high above sea level.

ECOLOGY. P.peusi inhabit canyon near water. I
collected imago in the stream fallen into the Mezmayka
in it up-stream. Silted stream, flows through the beech-
abies forest (with a touch of hornbeam) with close
curtains, with ferns and mosses along the banks. The
most common plants of undergrowth were growth 4bies
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nordmanniana, Ilex sp., Rubus sp. From grasses Peta-
sites albus and Telekia speciosa was dominant.

According to Joost [ 1974] larvas and pupas of P.peusi
development on alluvial waterlogged ground, at a depth
of 5-10 cm. Water temperature is 6—8°C. On the little
altitude (1200-1600 m) the species lives of the forest
canopy, but in alpine zone (1600-2500 m) on the mead-
OoW.
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