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ABSTRACT. Five new species of Sepsidae —
Adriapontia dmitrii sp.n. from Kenya, Adriapontia
medvedevi sp.n., Afrosepsis elenae sp.n., Meroplius
vikhrevi sp.n. and Sepsis amharaica sp.n. from Ethio-
pia are described. Adriapontia aethiopica Ozerov, 2000
is redescribed. Key to species of the genus Adriapontia
is given.

РЕЗЮМЕ. Пять новых видов из семейства
Sepsidae описаны: Adriapontia dmitrii sp.n. из Ке-
нии, Adriapontia medvedevi sp.n., Afrosepsis elenae
sp.n., Meroplius vikhrevi sp.n. и Sepsis amharaica
sp.n. из Эфиопии. Adriapontia aethiopica Ozerov,
2000 переописан. Приведена таблица для опреде-
ления видов рода Adriapontia.

Introduction

Sepsidae is a small, morphologically uniform fami-
ly of acalyptrate flies in the superfamily Sciomyzoidea,
occuring in all zoogeographical regions of the world,
except Antarctic. The world fauna currently comprises
almost 350 species, and more than 120 species belong-
ing to 18 genera of them occur in the Afrotropical
Region [Ozerov, 2005, 2006, 2010, 2011].

New material of Sepsidae collected in Ethiopia and
Kenya during field trips organized by Dr. Nikita Vikhrev
(Moscow) enriched the collection of the Zoological
Museum, Moscow University (ZMUM). During the
determination of this material five new to science spe-
cies were discovered. Their descriptions are given be-
low.

Terminology follows McAlpine [1981], Cumming
et al [2009], and Stuckenberg [1999].

The following abbreviations are used for deposito-
ries of the studied specimens: BMNH — The Natural

History Museum [formerly British Museum (Natural
History)], London, United Kingdom; TAU — Tel Aviv
University, Tel Aviv, Israel; ZMUM — Zoological
Museum, Moscow State University, Russia.

Other abbreviations used: a — anterior; d — dor-
sal; p — posterior; v — ventral, and combinations of
these latter four, all used for leg chaetotaxy.

Taxonomic part

Genus Adriapontia Ozerov, 1996.

Adriapontia Ozerov, 1996: 139. Gender: feminine. Type-spe-
cies: Sepsis capensis Hennig, 1960, by original designation.

A genus endemic to the Afrotropical Region com-
prises 6 described species [Ozerov, 2005]. The genus
was revised and a key to species provided by Ozerov
[2000]. Descriptions of 2 new species are given below.
Besides the redescription of Adriapontia aethiopica
Ozerov, 2000 is given. I noted in the original descrip-
tion [Ozerov, 2000: 274] presence of one pair of dor-
socentral setae incorrectly. A new key to species of
Adriapontia is provided below.

Adriapontia aethiopica Ozerov, 2000
Figs 1–5.

MATERIAL. “C. Abyssinia: Managascha, 3000 m, 18.V.1914,
O. Kovacs, B.M. 1923-306” (paratype $, in NHML); ETHIOPIA:
Oromya, Debr Libanos (9.732°N 38.816°E), 2500 m, 29–30.VII.
2012, coll. N. Vikhrev (5 ##, 2 $$, in ZMUM); ETHIOPIA:
Shewa, Menagesha Forest (9.033°N 38.583°E), 3050 m, 11.X.2005,
coll. A. Freidberg (1 #, in TAU).

DESCRIPTION. Length of body: 4.4–5.0 mm.
Length of wing: 3.7–4.7 mm.

Male. Head (Fig. 1), eye in lateral view roundish.
Frons black, with a violet tinge, subshining. Face and
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Figs 1–7. Adriapontia aethiopica Ozerov, 2000
(1–5) and Adriapontia dmitrii Ozerov, sp.n. (6–7),
#: 1, 6 — head, lateral view; 2, 7 — fore left leg,
anterior view; 3 — sternites 4 and 5; 4 — epandri-
um, cerci and surstyli, lateral view; 5 — epandri-
um, cerci and surstyli, dorsal view.

Рис. 1–7. Adriapontia aethiopica Ozerov, 2000
(1–5) и Adriapontia dmitrii Ozerov, sp.n. (6–7),
#: 1, 6 — голова, сбоку; 2, 7 — передняя левая
нога, спереди; 3 — стерниты 4 и 5; 4 —
эпандрий, церки и сурстили, сбоку; 5 —
эпандрий, церки и сурстили, сверху.
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gena brown to dark brown; face whitish microtrichose.
Height of gena below eye approximately 1/7 times as
long as vertical diameter of eye (Fig. 1). Clypeus black.
Postcranium black, greyish microtrichose; lateral oc-
cipital sclerite with several setulae. 1 ocellar, 1 diver-
gent postocellar, 1 inner vertical, 1 outer vertical setae
present. Gena with a row of setulae along lower mar-
gin. Strong vibrissae not developed, only 2–3 short
subvibrissae. Postgena without a seta near lower mar-
gin. Antenna blackish, but postpedicel reddish brown-
ish inside. Postpedicel in profile long-oval, approxi-
mately 2 times longer than wide, roundish apically.

Thorax black completely or postpronotum, proepis-
ternum, proepimeron and anterior part of anepister-
num reddish brown. Scutum greyish microtrichose; 2
notopleural (anterior short), 0+1 supra-alar, 1 posta-
lar setae present; dorsocentral and postpronotal setae
absent. Proepisternum shining, but along lower mar-
gin whitish microtrichose. Proepimeron shining in up-
per half and whitish microtrichose in lower half. Ane-
pisternum shining, with 1 long seta near posterior
margin. Katepisternum extensively silvery-greyish mi-
crotrichose. Anepimeron shining, but with narrow
greyish stripe along posterior margin; pleural wing
process shining, but greater ampulla greyish microtri-
chose. Meron, katepimeron, metepisternum, me-
tepimeron and anatergite greyish microtrichose.
Katatergite greyish microtrichose, but with shining
spot in centre. Mediotergite shining, but microtri-
chose on border with anatergite. Postmetacoxal bridge
present. Scutellum and subscutellum greyish microt-
richose. Scutellum with pair of well-developed apical
setae and pair of basal setulae.

Legs. Legs yellow in ground colour, but mid and
hind femora in apical half or third, mid tibia basally
and hind tibia darkened. Coxa of foreleg long and
simple, with preapical d. Fore femur and tibia as in Fig.
2. Coxa of midleg bare in upper half. Femur of midleg
with a row of short a, of which one in apical third
stronger. Tibia of midleg with 1 av in apical third, with
1–2 short p, with 1 preapical d, with 1 strong apical pv
and 3–5 apical av setae. Femur of hindleg with 1 strong
ad in apical quarter. Tibia of hindleg without osmeteri-
um or osmeterium-like area anterodorsally, with 1 a at
middle, with 1 preapical d and with 1 apical a setae.

Wing longer than abdomen, with moderate anal
lobe. Calypters and their margins blackish. Halter yel-
lowish. Cells bm and br separate. Alula entirely cov-
ered with microtrichia. Margin of upper calypter with
hairs, margin of lower calypter without hairs.

Abdomen black, shining, slightly constricted after
syntergite 1+2. Tergites 1–5 each covered with setulae,
strong setae absent. Sternites 4 and 5 as in Fig. 3.
Surstyli symmetrical, fused to epandrium (Figs 4–5).

Female. Resembles male. Femur and tibia of fore-
leg simple.Tibia of midleg with 0–1 pv at middle.
Femur of hindleg without ad.

COMPARISON. This species is distinguished from
congerens by the absence of the dorsocentral setae.

DISTRIBUTION. Kenya.

Adriapontia dmitrii Ozerov, sp.n.
Figs 6, 7.

MATERIAL. Holotype #, labelled “KENYA: Kiambu Co., 3
km NE Kijabe (0.93192°S 36.61637°E), 2599 m, 18.XII.2013,
coll. D.Gavryushin” (in ZMUM). Paratype: #, labelled “KENYA:
Kiambu Co., (0.932°S 36.616°E), 2600 m, 18.XII.2013, coll.
N.Vikhrev” (in ZMUM).

DESCRIPTION. Male. Head and eye in lateral view
roundish (Fig. 6). Frons dark brown, subshining. Face
and gena brownish;  face whitish microtrichose. Height
of gena below eye approximately 1/10 times as long as
vertical diameter of eye (Fig. 6). Clypeus black. Postcra-
nium black, greyish microtrichose; lateral occipital scle-
rite with several setulae. 1 ocellar, 1 divergent postocel-
lar, 1 inner vertical, 1 outer vertical setae present. Gena
with a row of setulae along lower margin. 2–3 very thin
and short vibrissae. Postgena with a seta near lower
margin. Antenna blackish, but postpedicel reddish brown
inside. Postpedicel in profile long-oval, approximately
1.5 times longer than wide, roundish apically.

Thorax black, but pleura reddish brown. Scutum,
including postpronotal lobe, greyish microtrichose; 1
(posterior) notopleural, 0+1 supra-alar, 1 postalar, 0+1
dorsocentral setae present; postpronotal setae absent.
Proepisternum shining, but along lower and upper mar-
gins whitish microtrichose. Proepimeron shining in up-
per half and whitish microtrichose in lower half. Ane-
pisternum shining, with 1 long seta near posterior mar-
gin. Katepisternum extensively silvery-greyish microt-
richose. Anepimeron shining, but with narrow greyish
stripe along posterior margin; pleural wing process
greyish microtrichose. Meron, katepimeron, metepister-
num, metepimeron, katatergite and anatergite greyish
microtrichose. Mediotergite shining, but microtrichose
on border with anatergite. Postmetacoxal bridge present.
Scutellum and subscutellum greyish microtrichose.
Scutellum with well-developed apical setae; basal se-
tae short, hair-like.

Legs. Legs yellow in ground colour, but mid and
hind femora in apical half or third and hind tibia dark-
ened. Coxa of foreleg long and simple, without preapi-
cal d. Fore femur and tibia as in Fig. 7. Coxa of midleg
bare in upper half. Femur of midleg with a row of short
a, of which one in apical third stronger. Tibia of midleg
with 1 v in apical third, with 1–2 p in apical half, with 1
preapical d, with 2 apical pv and 3–5 apical av setae.
Femur of hindleg with 1 long ad in apical quarter.
Tibia of hindleg without osmeterium or osmeterium-
like area anterodorsally, with 1 a at middle, with 1
preapical d and with 1 apical a setae.

Wing tinged with brownish, longer than abdomen,
with moderate anal lobe. Calypters and their margins
blackish. Halter yellowish. Cells bm and br separate.
Alula entirely covered with microtrichia. Margin of
upper calypter with hairs, margin of lower calypter
without hairs.

Abdomen black, shining, slightly constricted after
syntergite 1+2. Tergites 1–5 each covered with setulae,
strong setae absent. Surstyli symmetrical, fused to epan-
drium.
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Length of body: 4.4–4.5 mm. Length of wing: 4.0–
4.2 mm.

Female unknown.
COMPARISON. Both species, Adriapontia dmitrii

and the other, A. medvedevi (see below), is distin-
guished from congerens by absence of postpronotal
seta and presence of one pair of dorsocentral setae.
Male of Adriapontia dmitrii has simple tibia of hindleg,
while male hind tibia of A. medvedevi posteriorly with
two long hairs apically.

ETYMOLOGY. The species is named after Mr.
Dmitri I. Gavryushin, curator of Limoniidae in ZMUM,
and the collector of the holotype specimen.

DISTRIBUTION. Kenya.

Adriapontia medvedevi Ozerov, sp.n.
Figs 8–12.

MATERIAL. Holotype #, labelled “ETHIOPIA: Oromya, Debr
Libanos (9.732°N 38.816°E), 2500 m, 29–30.VII.2012, coll. N.
Vikhrev” (in ZMUM).

DESCRIPTION. Male. Head and eye in lateral
view roundish. Frons black, with a violet tinge, shin-
ing. Face and gena brownish;  face whitish microtri-
chose. Height of gena below eye approximately 1/10
times as long as vertical diameter of eye. Clypeus
black. Postcranium dark brown, greyish microtrichose;
lateral occipital sclerite with several setulae. 1 ocel-
lar, 1 divergent postocellar, 1 inner vertical, 1 outer
vertical setae present. Gena with a row of setulae
along lower margin. Strong vibrissae not developed,
only 2–3 short subvibrissae. Postgena without a seta
near lower margin. Antenna brownish, but postpedi-
cel blackish anteriorly. Postpedicel in profile long-
oval, approximately 1.5 times longer than wide, round-
ish apically.

Thorax black, but postpronotum, proepisternum,
proepimeron and anterior part of anepisternum reddish
brown. Scutum greyish microtrichose; 1 (posterior)
notopleural, 0+1 supra-alar, 1 postalar, 0+1 dorsocen-
tral setae present; postpronotal setae absent. Proepister-
num shining, but along lower and upper margins whit-
ish microtrichose. Proepimeron shining in upper half
and whitish microtrichose in lower half. Anepisternum
shining, with 1 long seta near posterior margin.
Katepisternum extensively silvery-greyish microtri-
chose. Anepimeron shining, but with narrow greyish
stripe along posterior margin; pleural wing process
greyish microtrichose. Meron, katepimeron, metepister-
num, metepimeron, katatergite and anatergite greyish
microtrichose. Mediotergite shining, but microtrichose
on border with anatergite. Postmetacoxal bridge present.
Scutellum and subscutellum greyish microtrichose.
Scutellum with well-developed apical setae; basal se-
tae short, hair-like.

Legs. Legs yellow in ground colour, but mid and
hind femora in apical half with dark ring, mid and hind
tibia darkened basally; tarsi of all legs blackish. Coxa
of foreleg long and simple, with preapical d. Fore
femur and tibia as in Fig. 8. Coxa of midleg bare in

upper half. Femur of midleg with a row of short a.
Tibia of midleg with 1 v in apical third, with 1 preapi-
cal d, with 2 long apical p and 3–5 apical av setae.
Femur of hindleg with 1 long a in apical quarter. Tibia
of hindleg without osmeterium or osmeterium-like area
anterodorsally, with 1 a at middle, with 1 preapical d,
and with long 1 av and 1 v hairs apically (Fig. 9).

Wing tinged with brownish, longer than abdomen,
with moderate anal lobe. Calypters and their margins
blackish. Halter yellowish. Cells bm and br separate.
Alula entirely covered with microtrichia. Margin of
upper calypter with hairs, margin of lower calypter
without hairs.

Abdomen black, shining, slightly constricted after
syntergite 1+2. Tergites 1–5 each covered with setu-
lae, strong setae absent. Sternites 4 and 5 as in Fig.
10. Surstyli symmetrical, fused to epandrium (Figs
11, 12).

Length of body: 4.1 mm. Length of wing: 3.4 mm.
Female unknown.
COMPARISON. The new species is similar to A.

dmitrii (see above), but hind tibia of male posteriorly
with two long hairs apically (Fig. 9).

ETYMOLOGY. The species is named after Mr.
Andrey F. Medvedev, curator of Odonata, Ephemerop-
tera and some others in ZMUM, in recognition of his
contribution to regulation in these orders.

DISTRIBUTION. Ethiopia.

KEY TO SPECIES OF ADRIAPONTIA OZEROV

1.  Scutum with dorsocentral setae present .......................  2
–   Scutum with dorsocentral setae absent ...........................

.....................................................  A. aethiopica Ozerov
2.  Scutum with 2 dorsocentral setae. Femur and tibia of

foreleg: see Ozerov, 2000: Fig. 1. 1–4 ...........................
......................................................  A. capensis (Hennig)

–   Scutum with 1 dorsocentral seta ...................................  3
3.  Scutum with postpronotal seta absent ..........................  4
–   Scutum with postpronotal seta present ........................  5
4.  Tibia of hindleg of male posteriorly with two long hairs

apically (Fig. 9). Femur and tibia of foreleg as in Fig. 8
..........................................................  A. medvedevi sp.n.

–   Tibia of hindleg of male posteriorly without long hairs
apically. Femur and tibia of foreleg as in Fig. 7 ............
...............................................................  A. dmitrii sp.n.

5.  #: Tibia of midleg with 2–6 long hairs posteriorly in
apical third (Fig. 7. 5) ..................................................  6

–  #: tibia of midleg with 3–4 short setae posteriorly in
apical quarter ...............................................................  7

6.  Hind coxa ventrally with strong seta. Femur and tibia of
foreleg see Ozerov, 2000: Fig. 7. 1–4 ............................
.......................................................  A. ugandica Ozerov

–   Hind coxa ventrally with hair. Femur and tibia of foreleg
see Ozerov, 2000: Fig. 2. 1–4 ........................................
............................  A. ihongeroensis (Vanschuytbroeck)

7.  Femur and tibia of foreleg see Ozerov, 2000: Fig. 5. 1–4
....................................................... A. freidbergi Ozerov

–   Femur and tibia of foreleg see Ozerov, 2000: Fig. 6. 1–4
.......................................................  A. tanzanica Ozerov

–   Femur and tibia of foreleg see Ozerov, 2000: Fig. 3. 1–4
...........................  A. kyanyamaensis (Vanschuytbroeck)
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Figs 8–16. Adriapontia medvedevi Ozerov, sp.n. (8–12) and Afrosepsis elenae Ozerov, sp.n. (13–16), # holotype: 8 — fore left leg,

anterior view; 9 — apical part of hind tibia, anterior view; 10, 14 — sternites 4 and 5; 11, 15 — epandrium, cerci and surstyli, lateral view;
12, 16 — epandrium, cerci and surstyli, dorsal view; 13 — fore left leg, posterior view.

Рис. 8–16. Adriapontia medvedevi Ozerov, sp.n. (8–12) and Afrosepsis elenae Ozerov, sp.n. (13–16), # голотип: 8 — передняя
левая нога, спереди; 9 — апикальная часть задней голени, спереди; 10, 14 — стерниты 4 и 5; 11, 15 — эпандрий, церки и сурстили,
сбоку; 12, 16 — эпандрий, церки и сурстили, сверху; 13 — передняя левая нога, сзади.
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Genus Afrosepsis Ozerov, 1996

Afrosepsis Ozerov, 1996: 141. Gender: feminine. Type-spe-
cies: Afrosepsis camerounica Ozerov, 1996: 142, by original des-
ignation.

A genus endemic to the Afrotropical Region with 5
described species, recorded collectively from Angola,
Cameroon, Tanzania and Uganda [Ozerov, 2005]. The
genus was revised and a key to species provided by
Ozerov [1999a]. Description of a new species from
Ethiopia is given below.

Afrosepsis elenae Ozerov, sp.n.
Figs 13–16.

MATERIAL. Holotypus #, labelled “ETHIOPIA: Amhara, Blue
Nile (10.08°N 38.19°E), 1700 m, 31.VII.2012, coll. N. Vikhrev”
(in ZMUM).

DESCRIPTION. Male. Head. Frons black, shining.
Face and antennal grooves blackish, matt. Face narrow;
postpedicel wider than distance between eyes at level of
vibrissae. Gena very narrow (linear), brown. Postcrani-
um black, greyish microtrichose. 1 ocellar, 1 divergent
postocellar, 1 inner vertical, 1 outer vertical setae present.
Postpedicel in profile long-oval, with roundish apex,
approximately 1.5 times as long as wide. Postgena with
a seta in lower part. 3 very short vibrissae.

Thorax. Scutum greyish microtrichose, but shining
from the outside of lines of dorsocental setae; 1 post-
pronotal, 2 notopleural, 1 supra-alar, 0+2 dorsocentral
setae present. Proepisternum and proepimeron greyish
microtrichose. Anepisternum shining, but with narrow
greyish stripe along posterior margin. Katepisternum
silvery-greyish microtrichose, but with a big shining
spot in anterior half. Anepimeron shining, but narrowly
greyish microtrichose along posterior margin; pleural
wing process greyish microtrichose. Meron, katepi-
meron, metepisternum, metepimeron, katatergite and
anatergite extensively greyish microtrichose. Mediot-
ergite shining, but greyish microtrichose along lateral
margins. Scutellum greyish microtrichose.

Legs. Fore femur and tibia yellow. Mid and hind
femora black at middle, but yellow basally and apical-
ly. Mid tibia in basal half black, but yellow in apical
half. Hind tibia black, but yellowish in apical quarter.
All tarsomeres 1–3 yellow, all tarsomeres 4 and 5
blackish. Fore femur and tibia as in Fig. 13; fore femur
without av basally. Mid coxa bare. Mid tibia without
setae, except 3 apical av. Hind tibia with short preapi-
cal d.

Wing clear, blackish only in basal costal cell and
basal half of costal cell; veins brown. Calypters yel-
lowish; margin of upper calypter yellowish, margin of
lower calypter darkened. Halter yellowish. Alula nar-
row, entirely covered with microtrichia.

Abdomen. Syntergite 1+2 at sides with several setu-
lae. Tergites 3–5 each with two median marginal setae.
Sternites 4 and 5 as in Fig. 14. Epandrium and surstyli
as in Figs 15, 16.

Body length 3.2 mm; wing length 2.6 mm.
Female unknown.

COMPARISON. The new species is closely related
to A. sublateralis Vanschuytbroeck, 1962. Scutum of
Afrosepsis elenae is greyish microtrichose before trans-
verse suture while the scutum of A. sublateralis is
shining; also differences are present in a structure of
surstyli.

ETYMOLOGY. The species is named after Mrs.
Elena A. Erofeeva, volunteer, in recognition of her
valuable contributions to improvement of the state of
Diptera and Orthoptera collections in ZMUM.

DISTRIBUTION. Ethiopia.

Genus Meroplius Rondani, 1874

Meroplius Rondani, 1874: 175. Gender: masculine. Type-spe-
cies: Nemopoda stercoraria Robineau-Desvoidy, 1830 [= Sepsis
minuta Wiedemann, 1830], by original designation.

Protomeroplius Ozerov, 1999b: 92 [described as a subgenus
of Meroplius]. Gender: masculine. Type-species: Meroplius trisp-
inifer Ozerov, 1999, by original designation.

A genus of 22 described species worldwide, 12 of
which are recorded from the Afrotropical Region [Oze-
rov, 2005]. Afrotropical species of Meroplius were
revised and a key to 8 species provided by Ozerov
[1999b]. 4 additional Afrotropical species was described
by Ozerov [2004, 2011]. Description of a new species
from Ethiopia is given below.

Meroplius vikhrevi Ozerov, sp.n.
Figs 17–20.

MATERIAL. Holotype #, labelled “ETHIOPIA: Oromya, Debr
Libanos (9.732°N 38.816°E), 2500 m, 29–30.VII.2012, coll. N.
Vikhrev” (in ZMUM). The holotype is pinned. Abdomen and right
foreleg dissected and stored in glycerine in microvial pinned with
the holotype.

DESCRIPTION. MALE. Head in lateral view slight-
ly flattened dorsoventrally. Eye in lateral view round-
ish. Frons black, subshining. Facial carina and gena
brown; antennal grooves blackish. Height of gena be-
low eye approximately 1/6 times as long as vertical
diameter of eye. Clypeus black. Postcranium black,
greyish microtrichose. 1 orbital, 1 ocellar, 1 divergent
postocellar, 1 inner vertical, 1 outer vertical setae
present. Postredicel in profile oval, slightly longer than
wide. 1 vibrissa. Antenna brown, but postredicel dark-
ened from outside.

Thorax Thorax black. Scutum grey microtrichose;
1 postpronotal, 2 notopleural, 0+1 supra-alar, 1 posta-
lar, 0+1 dorsocentral setae present. Proepisternum grey-
ish microtrichose. Proepimeron shining, but along low-
er margin greyish microtrichose. Anepisternum shin-
ing. Katepisternum shining, with greyish microtrichose
stripe along upper margin. Anepimeron shining, but
narrowly greyish microtrichose along posterior mar-
gin; pleural wing process shining. Katepimeron shining.
Meron, metepisternum, metepimeron, katatergite and
anatergite greyish microtrichose. Mediotergite greyish
microtrichose, but shining under scutellum. Scutellum
microtrichose, with long apical setae and basal setulae.

Legs. Fore femur yellow, but darkened anteriorly;
fore tibia yellow; foreleg tarsomeres 1–3 yellow, 4 and
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5 blackish. Mid and hind femora black, but yellow
basally. Mid and hind tibiae black, but yellowish in
apical quarter. Tarsomeres of mid- and hindlegs black-
ish. Fore femur and tibia as in Fig. 17. Mid coxa bare.
Mid tibia without setae, except apical. Hind tibia with
good visible osmeterium in basal half anterodorsally
and with short preapical d.

Wing. Wing clear, only basal-costal cell darkened;
veins brown. Calypters whitish; margin of upper ca-
lypter white, margin of lower calypter darkened. Halter
yellowish. Alula entirely covered with microtrichia;
width of alula approximately 2 times as long as the
width of cell bm.

Abdomen black, shining. Sternites 4 and 5 as in Fig.
18. Epandrium and surstyli as in Figs 19, 20.

Body length 4.2 mm; wing length 3.5 mm.
Female unknown.
COMPARISON. The new species is close to Merop-

lius cordylophorus Hennig, 1954 by structure of fore-
leg, but differing from it by the absence of seta on mid
tibia (mid tibia of cordylophorus with 1 av in apical
third) and by the details of structure of male genitalia
and by structure of male abdominal sternites 4 and 5.

ETYMOLOGY. The specific epithet vikhrevi is
named for my friend and colleague Nikita E. Vikhrev,
who collected the type material of this and some other
species included in this paper.

DISTRIBUTION. Ethiopia.

Genus Sepsis Fallén, 1810

Sepsis Fallén, 1810: 17. Gender: feminine. Type-species: Mus-
ca cynipsea Linnaeus, 1758, by designation of Curtis, 1829.

The largest genus of Sepsidae worldwide, with 42
recorded species in the Afrotropical Region. Afrotrop-
ical species are in need of revision and no key to
species is currently available. Description of a new
species from Ethiopia is given below.

Sepsis amharaica Ozerov, sp.n.
Figs 21–24.

MATERIAL. Holotype #, ETHIOPIA: Amhara, Blue Nile
(10.08°N 38.19°E), 1070 m, 31.VII.2012, col. N. Vikhrev (in
ZMUM). Paratypes: same label as holotype (2 ##, 1 $, in ZMUM);
ETHIOPIA: Amhara, Hayk L. (11.326°N 39.688°E), 1950 m, 6–
7.VIII.2012, col. I. Gomyranov (1#, 1 $, in ZMUM); ETHIOPIA:
Amhara (11.5397°N 39.608°E), 1950 m, 6.VIII.2012, col. I. Go-
myranov (1 $, in ZMUM); ETHIOPIA: Amhara, Jara R. (11.381°N
39.642°E), 1650 m, 6.VIII.2012, col. I. Gomyranov (1 #, in
ZMUM); ETHIOPIA: Amhara (11.539°N 39.639°E), 1990 m,
6.VIII.2012, col. N. Vikhrev (1 #, in ZMUM).

DESCRIPTION. Length of body 2.8–4.6 mm, length
of wing 2.5–4.0 mm. Colour of body and legs vary
from yellow to black, but fore tibia yellow, scutum in
central part, anatergite, mediotergite and tergites 4 and
5 dorsally black.

Male. Head in lateral view slightly dorsoventrally
flattened. Eye roundish. Frons subshining. Face, gena
and postcranium microtrichose. Postpedicel in profile
oval, slightly longer than wide. Arista bare. 1 ocellar, 1
postocellar, 1 inner vertical, 1 outer vertical setae present;

2 vibrissae. Occipital sclerite with several setulae.
Thorax microtrichose (dusted), but anepimeron in

anterior half, pleural wing process, metepisternum along
posterior margin and metepimeron completely shining.
1 postpronotal, 2 notopleural, 0+1 supra-alar, 1 posta-
lar, and 2 postsutural dorsocentral setae present. Ane-
pisternum with seta near posterior margin. Postmeta-
coxal bridge absent. Scutellum with pair of well-devel-
oped apical setae and pair of basal setulae.

Legs. Coxa of foreleg simple. Foreleg as in Fig. 21.
Mid coxa with a row of short hairs in upper half. Mid
femur with 0–1 v at middle and 2–5 a at middle, 1 ad in
apical third. Mid tibia with 1 v at middle, 2–4 p, 1
preapical d and apicals av and v. Hind femur with 2–3
ad in apical third. Hind tibia with 1 d and 1–3 a at
middle and preapical d, and apical a; osmeterium or
osmeterium-like area absent.

Wing normal, longer than abdomen, with small black-
ish spot at apex of R

2+3
; veins blackish. Cells bm and br

separate. Alula entirely covered with microtrichia, its
width approximately 2.5–3.0 times as long as the width
of cell bm. Calypteres and margins whitish or yellowish.
Margin of upper calypter with hairs, margin of lower
calypter without hairs. Halter whitish or yellowish.

Abdomen matt, strong constricted after syntergite
1+2, the latter at sides with several setae. Tergites 3–5
with several marginal setae. Sternites 4 and 5 as in Fig.
22. Surstyli symmetrical (Figs 23, 24).

FEMALE. Resembles male. Foreleg simple. Mid
femur with 1 a in apical third. Hind femur with 2–3 ad
in apical third. Hind tibia with 1 ad at middle, 1 preapi-
cal d, and apical a.

COMPARISON. The new species is more similar to
Sepsis fissa Becker, 1903, Sepsis femoriseta Duda, 1926,
and Sepsis petulantis Adams, 1905, but can easily be
recognised by the structure of fore leg and genitalia.

DISTRIBUTION. Ethiopia: Amhara Prov.
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Figs 17–24. Meroplius vikhrevi Ozerov, sp.n. (17–20) and Sepsis amharaica Ozerov, sp.n. (21–24), #: 17, 21 — fore left leg, anterior
view; 18, 22 — sternites 4 and 5; 19, 23 — epandrium, cerci and surstyli, lateral view; 20, 24 — epandrium, cerci and surstyli, dorsal view.

Рис. 17–24. Meroplius vikhrevi Ozerov, sp.n. (17–20) and Sepsis amharaica Ozerov, sp.n. (21–24), #: 17, 21 — передняя левая
нога, спереди; 18, 22 — стерниты 4 и 5; 19, 23 — эпандрий, церки и сурстили, сбоку; 20, 24 — эпандрий, церки и сурстили,
сверху.
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