Russian Entomol. J. 35(1): 92-99

© RUSSIAN ENTOMOLOGICAL JOURNAL, 2026

Preliminary data on the ant fauna (Hymenoptera: Formicidae)
of the Chechen Republic (North-Eastern Caucasus, Russia)

ITpeaBapuTeabpHbIe AaHHBIE 110 ¢dayHe mypasbeB (Hymenoptera:
Formicidae) Yeuenckoit pecny6anrn (Cesepo-Bocrounsni Kaskas,
Poccns)

Z.M. Yusupov?!, T.A. Avtaeva*?, L.M. Saparbaeva®, L.Yu. Rusina?,
A.L. Rusin’, D.A. Dubovikoff®

3.M. KOcymios!, T.A. Asraesa??, A.M. Canapb6aesna’®, A.}O. Pycuua?,
AWN. Pycur’, A.A. Ay60BUKOB®

! Tembotov Institute of Ecology of Mountain Territories of Russian Academy of Sciences, Iness Armand, 37a, Nalchik 360051 Russia.
2 Chechen State Pedagogical University, 62 Kh. Isaev Ave, Grozny 364068 Russia.
3 Kh. Ibragimov Complex Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences (Cl RAS), 21a Vakha Aliyev St., Grozny 364000 Russia.

4 Moscow Zoo, Bolshaya Gruzinskaya Str., 1, Moscow 123242 Russia.

5 Federal State Budgetary Educational Institution of Higher Education “D.I. Mendeleyev University of Chemical Technology of Russia”,

Miusskaya square, house 9, Moscow 125047 Russia.

¢ Saint Petersburg State University, Biological Faculty, Universitetskaya naberezhnaya, 7-9, Saint Petersburg 199034 Russia.

! UHeutyT 3K0sornu ropHsIx Teppuropuii um. A.K. TemGorosa PAH, yi. Uneccer Apmann, 37a, Hansurk 360051 Poccust.

2 YeueHCKHI TOCYIapCTBEHHBIH TTearorHIecKuii ynusepeutet, mp. X. Mcaesa, 62, [po3usrit 364068 Poccust.

3 KoMIuteKCHBIi Hay4HO-HccnenoBarenbekuii uHeTuTyT uM. X. 1. 6parnmosa PAH, yi. Baxu Anuesa, 21a, ['po3usiii 364000 Poccwusi.

4 MockoBckuit 300mapk, yi. bonbmast I'pysunckast, 1, Mocksa 123242 Poccusi.

S OI'BOY BO «Poccuiickuii XUMHKO-TEXHOIOTHUeckuii yausepeutet um. JI.1. Menneneesa», Muycckas miomnians, 1. 9, Mocksa 125047, Poccus.
¢ Cankr-IleTepOyprekuii ToCyIapCTBEHHbIN YHUBEPCUTET, OHOIOTHYEeCKUid (akyibTet, yi1. YHHBepcuTeTckas Hal., 1. 7-9, Caunxr-IletepOypr

199034 Poccus.

Zalimkhan Yusupov: yzalim@mail.ru ORCID https://orcid. org/0000-0002-5149-9679

Tamara Avtaeva: avtaeval971@mail.ru ORCID https://orcid. org/0000-0003-0505-2558

Larisa Saparbaeva: lara.saparbayeva.93@bk.ru ORCID https://orcid. org/0000-0001-6744-4368
Lidiya Rusina: lirusina@yandex.ru ORCID https://orcid. org/0009-0006-9301-0399

Anton Rusin: antonrusin2018@gmail.com ORCID https://orcid. org/0009-0005-1430-9724
Dmitry Dubovikoff: d.dubovikoff@spbu.ru ORCID https://orcid. org/0000-0002-0931-6277

KEY WORDS: ants, Formicidae, Chechen Republic, North-Eastern Caucasus, Russia.
KJIFOUEBBIE CJIOBA: mypaBbu, Formicidae, Ueuenckas Pecrrybmmka, CeBepo-BocTtounsiii Kakas, Poccust.

ABSTRACT. The article presents preliminary data
on the ant fauna of the Chechen Republic (North-Eastern
Caucasus), which currently includes 28 species, 15 gen-
era, and 3 subfamilies. Formica caucasicola Seifert et
Schultz, 2021 is reported as new to the fauna of Rus-
sia, and Tetramorium diomedeum Emery, 1908 is new
to the fauna of both Russia and the Caucasus. Another
species from the genus Lasius, currently identified only
to genus level due to limited comparative material, is
similar to Lasius schulzi Seifert, 1992. All species listed
are recorded for the first time in the Chechen Republic.

PE3IOME. B crathe nmpuBOAATCS MpEeaBApUTEIHHBIC
JMaHHBIC 10 (hayHe MypaBbeB UeueHckoit PecmyOnuku
(CeBepo-Bocrounsiii  KaBkaz), Ha [gaHHBIH MOMEHT

BKITFOUatomiei 28 BumoB, 15 pomoB, 3 moacemencTBa.
Formica caucasicola Seifert et Schultz, 2021 — yka3zan
Kak HOBBIHU uts hayusl Poccun, Tetramorium diomedeum
Emery, 1908 — noBbIit mi1st daynsl Poccun u Kaskasa.
Eme oaun Bux poma Lasius, TOYHO HE OIpENEIEH
(BBULy HEZOCTAaTOYHOTO KOJHMYECTBA CPABHUTEIHEHOTO
Marepuana), cxojeH ¢ L. schulzi Seifert, 1992. Bece Bubl
npuBeCHbI T YeueHcKoi PecryOnuku BriepBsIe.

Introduction

Ants (Hymenoptera: Formicidae) are among the most
common and widespread insect groups globally. They
exhibit high species diversity, as well as a wide range of
morphological and biological traits. Currently, more than

How to cite this article: Yusupov Z.M., Avtaeva T.A., Saparbaeva L.M., Rusina L.Yu., Rusin A.l., Dubovikoff D.A.
2026. Preliminary data on the ant fauna (Hymenoptera: Formicidae) of the Chechen Republic (North-Eastern Caucasus,
Russia) // Russian Entomol. J. Vol.35. No.1. P.92-99. doi: 10.15298/rusent;j.35.1.05



Ant fauna of the Chechen Republic 93

14,000 extant species are recognised, belonging to 343 genera
and 16 subfamilies [Bolton, 2025]. In the Caucasus region,
approximately 250 species from 43 genera and 8 subfamilies
are known [Dubovikoff, 2006; Yusupov, unpublished data].
Of these, in the North Caucasus, more than 186 species from
39 genera and 5 subfamilies have been recorded [Dubo-
vikoff, Yusupov, 2017; Yusupov, unpublished data].

To date, the ant fauna of the Chechen Republic has
not been specifically studied, and no published data is
available on this region. All of the above motivated us to
address this gap in knowledge.

Material and methods

The material for this study is based on collections by
T.A. Avtaeva, L.M. Saparbaeva, conducted in 2019 and 2021—
2022, as well as collections by L.Yu. Rusina and A.l. Rusin,
in 2023, all within the territory of the Chechen Republic.
Field collections were carried out in the Ciscaucasia (Alkhan-
churtskaya Valley — Pobedinskoye village; Groznenskaya
Plain — Avtury and Prigorodnoye villages; Tersko-Kumskaya
Lowland — Verkhny Naur, Oraz-aul and Paroboch villages;
Tersko-Sunzhensky Ridge — Komarovo and Tolstoy-Yurt vil-
lages) and on the northern macroslope of the Greater Caucasus
(Lesisty Ridge — Niki-Khita village; Andysky Ridge — Khoy
village; Glavny Kavkazsky Ridge — Dai village).

A total of over 819 ant specimens were collected. Most of the
material was preserved in 96% ethanol. Species identification was
conducted by the first author, and the specimens are deposited at
the Tembotov Institute of Ecology of Mountain Territories of the
Russian Academy of Sciences (IEMT RAS), Nalchik.

Specimens were collected manually using an aspirator,
and also by using pitfall traps and expulsion from an eclector.
Expulsion was carried out in the biological research depart-
ment of KNI RAS, using a Berlese-Tullgren thermoeclector.
In the eclector setup, a heated electric film (warm floor) was
placed above the sample surface to ensure drying. The extrac-
tion process lasted four days, until the soil was completely dry.

The following abbreviations are used in the article:
w — worker, @ — gyne (queen), & — male. The nomencla-
ture follows the World Ant Catalog [Bolton, 2025].

List of species

Family Formicidae Latreille, 1802
Subfamily Ponerinae Lepeletier de Saint-Fargeau,
1835

Ponera testacea Emery, 1895

MATERIAL. Localities: 4, 9, 10. Number of specimens
collected: 65w, 1 .

DISTRIBUTION. Central and Southern Europe, south of
Eastern Europe, Asia Minor, Caucasus, Transcaucasia [CsOsz,
Seifert, 2003; Seifert, 2007, 2018; Czechowski, Radchenko,
2010; Czechowski et al., 2012; Radchenko, 2016; Dubovikoff,
Yusupov, 2017; Borowiec, Salata, 2022a, b; Cs6sz et al., 2022].

Subfamily Formicinae Latreille, 1809

Camponotus aethiops (Latreille, 1798)
MATERIAL. Localities: 3. Number of specimens col-
lected: 1 w.

Table 1. List of localities (arranged chronologically) in the Chechen Republic where ants were sampled in 2019, 2021-2022, and 2023.
Taduuna 1. Ciucok MecTOHaxOX/IeHU MypaBbeB B UeueHnckoit Pecriyomnuke B 2019, 2021-2022, 1 B 2023 (B XpOHOJIOTHYECKOM MOPSIKE).

Locality Locality Coordinates Altitude, Habitat Date (.)f
number collection
approx. 6 km S of the village Dai, | 42.699367°N, 18.VIII-
' | Shatoysky District 45.858756°E | 220 stony scree 18.X.2019
env. of village Pobedinskoye, 43.391714°N, - .
2 Groznensky District 45 456217°F 180 oil spills, steppe vegetation 29.1X.2019
3 approx. 3 km SE from the village | 43.512903°N, 400 arid steppe slopes, with a predominance of 23.X.2019
Komarovo, Nadterechny District 45.093644°E cereal grasses with islands of shrubs o
env. of village Verkhny Naur, 43.632194°N, . . .
4 Naursky District 45237586°F 82 floodplain deciduous forest of the Terek river 3.V1.2021
env. of village Paroboch, 43.467942°N, . . .
5 Shelkovskoy District 26.301886°F 18 floodplain deciduous forest of the Terek river 3.V1.2021
6 env. of village Tolstoy-Yurt, 43.424775°N, 365 broadleaf forest with a predominance of oak 6.VI1.2021
Groznensky District 45.752672°E and wild fruit trees T
2 km N from the village Oraz-aul, | 43.595474°N, .
7 | Shelkovskoy District 45083107°E | ® semi-desert 18.1V.2022
2 km S from the village Oraz-aul, | 43.541823°N, .
8 | Shelkovskoy District 45935797°E | 42 semi-desert 18.1v.2022
. . o 43.157477°N, . 28.1v.2022,
9 village Avtury, Shalinsky District 45.929358°F 311 hornbeam-elm mixed-herb forest 25 VII1.2022
. S o 28.1V.2022,
10 IV)‘.l:t’rgith‘k"Kh“a’ Kurchaloevsky 236' 1()26()5192‘570NE’ 525 hornbeam-beech forest 24.VIIL.2022,
! : 16.1X.2022
3 km E from the village o
11 Prigorodnoye, Baysangurovsky 43.256655 ON’ 226 grassland 9.1X.2022
Lo 45.791510°E
District
env. of village Khoy, Vedensky 42.758146°N, .
12 District 46.110169°F 1880 subalpine meadow 1.VII1.2023
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DISTRIBUTION. Central and Southern Europe, south of
Eastern Europe, Northwest Africa, Caucasus, Transcaucasia,
Asia Minor, Middle East, Iran, Afghanistan, Central Asia,
Kazakhstan [Radchenko, 1996a, 1997a, 2016; Dubovikoff,
2006; Seifert, 2007, 2018; Dubovikoff, Yusupov, 2017; Salata,
Borowiec, 2018a; Bracko, 2019; Kiran, Karaman, 2020, 2021].

Cataglyphis aenescens (Nylander, 1849)
MATERIAL. Localities: 3. Number of specimens col-
lected: 2 w.

DISTRIBUTION. Southern and Central Europe, south of East-
ern Europe, Caucasus, Transcaucasia, Asia Minor, Western, Middle
and Central Asia, south of Western Siberia, Kazakhstan, Mongo-
lia, Northern China [Radchenko, 1997b, 1998, 2016; Dubovikoff,
2006; Dubovikoff, Yusupov, 2017; Kiran, Karaman, 2020, 2021].

Formica caucasicola Seifert & Schultz, 2021

Figs 1-3.

MATERIAL. Localities: 1. Number of specimens col-
lected: 1 w.

Fig. 1-3. Formica caucasicola, worker: 1 — habitus, lateral view; 2 — habitus, dorsal view; 3 — head, frontal view.
Puc. 1-3. Formica caucasicola, pabounii: 1 — oOuuit Bus c60Ky; 2 — oOLIMil BU] CBEPXY; 3 — roJIOBa, BUJI CIIEPEIIH.
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DISTRIBUTION. Georgia, Azerbaijan [Seifert, Schultz,
2021].
REMARKS. First reported for the fauna Russia.

Formica cunicularia Latreille, 1798

MATERIAL. Localities: 11. Number of specimens col-
lected: 3w, 1 Q.

DISTRIBUTION. Europe, Caucasus, Transcaucasia, Asia
Minor, south of Western Siberia, mountains of Central Asia,
east of Kazakhstan [Dlussky, 1967; Czechowski et al., 2002,
2012; Dubovikoft, 2006; Seifert, Schultz, 2009; Dubovikoff,
Yusupov, 2017].

Formica fennica Seifert, 2000

MATERIAL. Localities: 12. Number of specimens col-
lected: 33 w.

DISTRIBUTION. Scandinavian Peninsula, Cauca-
sus, Transcaucasia [Seifert, 2000, 2019; Dubovikoft, 2006;
Schultz, Seifert, 2007; Dubovikoff, Yusupov, 2017; Seifert,
Schultz, 2021].

Formica foreli Bondroit, 1918

MATERIAL. Localities: 12. Number of specimens col-
lected: 70 w.

DISTRIBUTION. Europe, Caucasus, Transcaucasia, Asia
Minor, Iran, eastern Kazakhstan [Dlussky, 1967; Seifert, 2000;
Czechowski et al., 2002, 2012; Schultz, Seifert, 2007; Kiran,
Karaman, 2020; Seifert, Schultz, 2021].

Formica picea Nylander, 1846

MATERIAL. Localities: 1. Number of specimens col-
lected: 9 w.

DISTRIBUTION. Europe, Caucasus, Transcaucasia, east
to the Urals, Tibet [Dlussky, 1967; Czechowski et al., 2002,
2012; Seifert, 2004; Dubovikoft, 2006; Dubovikoff, Yusupov,
2017; Zhigulskaya et al., 2022].

Formica pratensis Retzius, 1783

MATERIAL. Localities: 12. Number of specimens col-
lected: 37 w.

DISTRIBUTION. From the Atlantic to Transbaikalia,
Caucasus, Transcaucasia, mountains of Central Asia [Dlussky,
1967; Czechowski et al., 2002, 2012; Dubovikoff, 2006; Rad-
chenko, 2016; Seifert, 2021].

Lasius bombycina Seifert et Galkowski, 2016

MATERIAL. Localities: 2, 3. Number of specimens col-
lected: 7w, 1 Q.

DISTRIBUTION. Balkans, south of Eastern Europe, Asia
Minor, Transcaucasia [Seifert, Galkowski, 2016; Dubovikoff,
Yusupov, 2017; Bracko, 2019; Kiran, Karaman, 2020; Seifert,
2020].

REMARKS. All previous records of L. paralienus Seifert,
1992 in the North Caucasus should be attributed to L. bomby-
cina. First reported for the North Caucasus.

Lasius flavus (Fabricius, 1782)

MATERIAL. Localities: 4. Number of specimens col-
lected: 2 w.

DISTRIBUTION. In the Palearctic it is found from the At-
lantic to Japan, absent from the desert zone [Czechowski et al.,
2002, 2012; Borowiec, 2014; Radchenko, 2016; Dubovikoft,
Yusupov, 2017].

Lasius illyricus Zimmermann, 1935

MATERIAL. Localities: 4. Number of specimens col-
lected: 3 w.

DISTRIBUTION. Balkans, Crimea, Asia Minor, Tran-
scaucasia, [ran [Borowiec, Salata, 2013; Dubovikoff, Yusupov,
2017; Bracko, 2019; Schifani, Massa, 2020; Seifert, 2020].

REMARKS. All early records of L. emarginatus (Olivier,
1792) in the Caucasus should be attributed to L. illyricus. First
reported for the North Caucasus.

Lasius sp.

Figs 4-6.

MATERIAL. Localities: 7. Number of specimens col-
lected: 4 w.

REMARKS. This species is most similar to the Anatolian
L. schulzi [Seifert, 1992], but additional material is needed to
make a final decision on this issue.

Plagiolepis taurica Santschi, 1920

MATERIAL. Localities: 2. Number of specimens col-
lected: 1 w.

DISTRIBUTION. Eastern Europe, Italy, Balkans, Asia
Minor, Caucasus, Transcaucasia, Central Asia, Kazakhstan
[Radchenko, 1989, 1996b, 2016; Dubovikoft, Yusupov, 2017;
Salata et al., 2018; Kiran, Karaman, 2020; Borowiec, Salata,
2022a, b; Kirschner et al., 2023].

Subfamily Myrmicinae Lepeletier de Saint-Fargeau,
1835

Aphaenogaster subterranea (Latreille, 1798)

MATERIAL. Localities: 4, 5, 6. Number of specimens col-
lected: 71 w.

DISTRIBUTION. Central and Southern Europe, Asia
Minor, Middle East, Caucasus, Transcaucasia, Iran [Arnol'di,
1976; Arakelian, 1994; Czechowski et al., 2002, 2012; Dubo-
vikoft, 2006; Seifert, 2007, 2018; Dubovikoff, Yusupov, 2017;
Salata, Borowiec, 2018b; Bracko, 2019; Galkowski et al., 2019;
Kiran, Karaman, 2020; Zigcina et al., 2024].

Messor muticus (Nylander, 1849)

MATERIAL. Localities: 3. Number of specimens col-
lected: 6 w.

DISTRIBUTION. South of Eastern Europe, Caucasus,
Transcaucasia, Asia Minor and Central Asia, Kazakhstan
[Arnol'di, 1977; Dlussky et al., 1990; Arakelian, 1994; Dubo-
vikoff, Yusupov, 2017; Steiner et al., 2018; Bracko, 2019;
Kiran, Karaman, 2020].

REMARKS. Apparently, the majority of M. structor (La-
treille, 1798) records in the Caucasus should be attributed to
M. muticus.

Myrmecina graminicola (Latreille, 1802)

MATERIAL. Localities: 4, 9, 10. Number of specimens
collected: 53 w.

DISTRIBUTION. Europe, Northwest Africa, Middle East,
Asia Minor, Caucasus, Transcaucasia [Rigato, 1999; Czechowski
et al., 2002, 2012; Dubovikoff, 2006; Radchenko, 2016; Dubo-
vikoft, Yusupov, 2017; Kiran, Karaman, 2020, 2021].

Myrmica hellenica Finzi, 1926

MATERIAL. Localities: 4. Number of specimens col-
lected: 2 w.

DISTRIBUTION. Balkans, Italy, Asia Minor, Iran, Cau-
casus, Transcaucasia [Radchenko, Elmes, 2004, 2010; Seifert
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et al., 2009; Radchenko, 2016; Dubovikoff, Yusupov, 2017, DISTRIBUTION. It has a vast range and is distribut-
Bracko, 2019; Kiran, Karaman, 2020, 2021]. ed from the Atlantic to Transbaikalia. In the countries of
Central and Southern Europe, the Caucasus, Transcaucasia,
Asia Minor and Central Asia, it lives only in the mountains
[Seifert, 1988; Radchenko, 1994a, b; Czechowski er al.,
2002, 2012; Dubovikoff, 2006; Radchenko, Elmes, 2010;

Myrmica lobicornis Nylander, 1846
MATERIAL. Localities: 1. Number of specimens collect-
ed: 187 w,4 29,2 343.

Fig. 4-9. Lasius sp., worker (4-06), Tetramorium diomedeum, worker (7-9): 4, 7— habitus, lateral view; 5, 9 — head, frontal view; 6 — habitus,

dorsal view, 8.
Puc. 4-9. Lasius sp., pabouwnid, Tetramorium diomedeum, padounii (7-9): 4, 7 — o0uwmii Bua cOoky; 5, 9 — ronosa, Buz cuepeau; 6, 8 — oOuii

BHUJL CBEPXY.
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Dubovikoff, Yusupov, 2017; Bracko, 2019; Kiran, Kara-
man, 2020].

Myrmica scabrinodis Nylander, 1846

MATERIAL. Localities: 1. Number of specimens col-
lected: 1 Q.

DISTRIBUTION. Europe, Asia Minor, Caucasus, Tran-
scaucasia, Western Siberia, Kazakhstan [Radchenko, 1994c,
2016; Czechowski et al., 2002, 2012; Radchenko, Elmes, 2010;
Seifert et al., 2014; Dubovikoff, Yusupov, 2017; Kiran, Kara-
man, 2020, 2021; Seifert, 2024].

Pheidole koshewnikovi Ruzsky, 1905

MATERIAL. Localities: 2. Number of specimens collect-
ed: 1w, 1s.

DISTRIBUTION. Balkans, Asia Minor, Caucasus, Transcau-
casia, Middle East, Iran, Central Asia, Afghanistan, Kazakhstan
[Dlussky, 1981; Dlussky et al., 1990; Dubovikoff, 2006; Seifert,
2016; Dubovikoft, Yusupov, 2017; Salata, Borowiec, 2018b; Bracko,
2019; Borowiec, Salata, 2020; Kiran, Karaman, 2020, 2021].

REMARKS. Previous records of Ph. pallidula (Nylander,
1849) in the Caucasus should be attributed to Ph. koshewn-
ikovi.

Solenopsis fugax (Latreille, 1798)

MATERIAL. Localities: 4, 6, 7, 8. Number of specimens
collected: 83 w, 2 9.

DISTRIBUTION. Central and Southern Europe, south of
Eastern Europe, Asia Minor, Caucasus, Transcaucasia, Middle
East, Iran, Central Asia, Afghanistan, south of Western Sibe-
ria, Kazakhstan [Dlussky, 1981; Dlussky et al., 1990; Dlussky,
Radchenko, 1994; Reznikova, 2003; Dubovikoff, 2006; Rad-
chenko, 2016; Dubovikoff, Yusupov, 2017; Bracko, 2019;
Kiran, Karaman, 2020, 2021; Cs6sz et al., 2023].

Stenamma lippulum (Nylander, 1849)

MATERIAL. Localities: 9. Number of specimens col-
lected: 3 w.

DISTRIBUTION. Caucasus, Transcaucasia [Arnol'di,
1975; DuBois, 1998; Dubovikoft, 2006; Dubovikoff, Yusupov,
2017].

Temnothorax crasecundus Seifert et Csész, 2015

MATERIAL. Localities: 4, 9, 10. Number of specimens
collected: 109 w, 1 9.

DISTRIBUTION. Balkans, south of Eastern Europe, Asia
Minor, Caucasus, Transcaucasia [Seifert, Csdsz, 2015; Cs6sz
et al.,2015; Dubovikoft, Yusupov, 2017; Bracko, 2019; Kiran,
Karaman, 2020, 2021].

Temnothorax parvulus (Schenck, 1852)

MATERIAL. Localities: 9, 10. Number of specimens col-
lected: 28 w.

DISTRIBUTION. Central and Southern Europe, south
of Eastern Europe, Northwest Africa, Asia Minor, Caucasus,
Transcaucasia, Iran, Kopetdag [Dlussky e al., 1990; Rad-
chenko, 1994d, 1995a, 2016; Czechowski et al., 2002, 2012;
Dubovikoff, 2006; Ghahari, Collingwood, 2013; Csész ef al.,
2015; Dubovikoff, Yusupov, 2017; Bracko, 2019; Kiran, Kara-
man, 2020, 2021].

Temnothorax unifasciatus (Latreille, 1798)

MATERIAL. Localities: 6. Number of specimens col-
lected: 4 w.

DISTRIBUTION. Europe, Northwest Africa, Asia Minor,
Caucasus, Transcaucasia, Iran, Kopetdag [Dlussky et al., 1990;

Radchenko, 1994d, 1995b, 2016; Czechowski et al., 2002,
2012; Dubovikoff, 2006; Dubovikoff, Yusupov, 2017; Kiran,
Karaman, 2020, 2021; Schifani, 2022; Csdsz et al., 2024].

Tetramorium diomedeum Emery, 1908

Figs 7-9.

MATERIAL. Localities: 7, 8. Number of specimens col-
lected: 14 w.

DISTRIBUTION. Italy, Balkans, south of Ukraine, Asia
Minor [CsOsz, Schulz, 2010; Radchenko et al., 2012; Kiran,
Karaman, 2020, 2021; Schifani, 2022].

REMARKS. First reported for the fauna Russia and Cau-
casus.

Tetramorium feroxoides Dlussky et Zabelin, 1985

MATERIAL. Localities: 7, 8. Number of specimens col-
lected: 21 w.

DISTRIBUTION. South of European part of Russia, Cau-
casus, Transcaucasia, Asia Minor, Iran, Central Asia, Kaza-
khstan [Radchenko, 1992; Cs6sz, Schulz, 2010; Dubovikoff,
Yusupov, 2017; Kiran, Karaman, 2020, 2021].

Results and Discussion

At present, the ant fauna of the Chechen Repub-
lic includes 28 species, 15 genera, and 3 subfamilies.
Most of the identified species are widespread across
the European-Caucasian region. Among them, Formica
caucasicola is recorded for the first time for the fauna
of Russia, and Tetramorium diomedeum is reported
as new to the fauna of both Russia and the Caucasus.
All species identified in this study are newly recorded
for the Chechen Republic. Given that this list is pre-
liminary and far from exhaustive (the actual number of
species is estimated at no less than 85), we consider it
premature to conduct a full zoogeographical analysis of
the fauna in this publication.
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